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PREFACE. 



The ''Memorial Committee" appointed by Witten- 
berg Synod, at its annual convention, held at Findlay. 
Hancock county, Ohio, September 24-29, 1884, append- 
ed the following to their Report, viz: 

"Your Committee would also inform this body, that 
a Biographical Sketch of the life and work in the min- 
istry, of our deceased brother, Rev. Francis Jacob 
Ruth, together with numerous other documents and 
papers, have been committed to our care, to be pre 
sented to this body for publication, if it shall be dis- 
posed so to do; and your Committee recommend that 
Synod take measures looking to the publication*of the 
same. 

J. Crouse, ^ 

H.L. Wiles, > Committee. 

D. W. Smith.) 

The recommendation was adopted, and the matter 
placed in the hands of a committee, consisting of Revs. 
J. Crouse, D. D., D. Summers, and C. S. Ernsberger. 

At its annual meeting at Springfield, O., the above 
named committee reported its work as completed, and 
a committee on publication was appointed, consisting of 
Rev. C. S. Ernsberger and Rev. J. A. Hall. 
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LIFE AND WORK 

OF 

RE¥. F. J. RUTH. 



CHAPTER I. 

Raving been frequently and most earnestly 
^1^ solicited by some of my esteemed friends, 
and especially by my beloved children, to fur- 
nish them with a brief history of my life and 
labors in the ministry, in the English Evangel- 
ical Lutheran Church, during more than half a 
century, I have at length concluded to comply 
with this very reasonable request. 

And for the information of my dear children, 
more especially, I will endeavor to give some 
account of my ancestors, and of the peculiar 
manner in which I was brought into the Gos- 
pel ministry. 

Concerning my ancestors, however, my 
knowledge is very limited, and such as I have, 
has been obtained chiefly from some of my more 
aged relatives. 
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(y LIFE OF REV. F. J. R UTH. 

It accordingly seems that my great-grand- 
father, on my father's side, came from Switz- 
erland to this country, U. S. A., prior to the 
Revolutionary War. After arriving: at Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania, he was sold for his pas- 
sage over the ocean, to a certain gentleman 
who resided at Sinking Springs, in Berks Co., 
Penn'a. 

Being naturally a strong, healthy and indus- 
trious man, he was enabled to redeem himself 
in due time, not only, but ultimately to pur- 
chase the entire real estate of his landlord and 
friend. His ancestors, before he came to this 
country, were quite wealthy, and had lived in 
England for some time, during the reign of 
Queen Ann.- 

My great-grandfather on my mother's side, 
came from some part of Germany to this coun- 
try, and located in Fredericktown, now called 
Frederick City, Maryland. His name was 
Al: :, and was a man who was much respected 
by all who knew him. I remember having of- 
'ien seen him, and conversed with him. He 
departed this life in the ninety-eighth year of 
his age. 

My grandfather on my father's side, resided 
near Reamstown, in Lancaster County, Penn- 
sylvania, and was a farmer by occupation. He 
was married to Catharine Deschter, with whom 
he had twelve children. He was a soldier in 
the Revolutionary War, and died on his tarm 
at about middle age. My grandfather on my 
mother's side was married to Elizabeth Allix, 
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and resided in Fredericktown, Maryland. He 
was at one time the proprietor of a hotel and 
store, both of which* he kept for a number of 
years together. General George Washington 
always made his house his home, when in the 
place, and my mother was. well acquainted 
with the General. This grandfather's name 
was Jacob Medtart, and was for a time Pay- 
master during the Revolutionary War. He 
was the father of three sons and four daugh- 
ters, of whom my mother was the eldest. 

My father was the second son of Francis 
Ruth, and was born on the ist of November,, 
A. D., 1779. When he had arrived to man- 
hood he went with a man by the name of 
Adams, to Fredericktown, Maryland, and com- 
menced the mercantile business. He soon af- 
terwards was intermarried with Margaretta 
Medtart, with whom he had five children. 
My father's name was Henry. In the course 
of time he removed from Fredericktown, ^ta- 
ryland, to Georgetown, District of Columoia, 
where he took charge of the Holtzman Hote^ 
and continued its management for a p umber 
of years. He was in time elected to different 
offices in the District, and died on the 6th .of 
March, A. D., 18 15 My father was in the 
war of 181 2, was Captain of an Infantry Com- 
pany called the "Georgetown Blues." 

While in camp he lost his health in a meas- 
ure, and soon after passed away, when in the 
35th year of his age, and was buried with the 
honors of war. 
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8 LIFE OF REV. F. J, H UTH. 

I was born in Fredericktown, Maryland, on 
the 9th of January y 1805, and was baptized on 
the 13th day of February following, and was 
named Francis Jacob, after my two grandpa- 
rents. Both of my parents were worthy mem- 
bers of the Christian Church. My father was 
a member of the German Reformed, and my 
mother of the Lutheran Church. 

They were also very much concerned for 
the spiritual and eternal welfare of their chil- 
dren, and embraced every suitable opportunity 
in giving them religious instruction, and those 
instructions produced an excellent effect upon 
my mind and heart, at least, leading me, at a 
very early period of my life, to seek the Lord, 
and his salvation. They ^Iso directed me to 
read the Scriptures, and to memorize the Ten 
Commandments, the Lord's Prayer, and the 
Apostle's Creed, which I found in a certain 
prayer book. 

As far back as my memory serves me I was 
in the habit of praying, at stated times, in se- 
cret. When about eight years of age, it was 
impressed on my mind that I should speak to 
young associates on the subject of religion. I 
yielded to the impression thus made on my 
mind, and the result was, the formation, by us, 
of a little prayer meeting, which in time was 
held in the house of an aged, pious German 
residing in the place, and who was alwavs 
present, and encouraged us in the good work. 

Sometimes the leader of this meeting would 
give a word of exhortation. Soon, at this early 



Digitized by 



Google 



LIFE OF RE F. >\ J. k VTH, 9 

period ot my life,.! felt a desire to become a 
minister of the Gospel* 

Both my experience and observ^ation led me 
to feel that Christian parents cannot be too early 
nor too careful in imparting religious instruc- 
tion to their children, and in setting before them 
a consistent example of a godly life. I do not 
hesitate to say here, that if parents did attend 
more faithfully to these necessary, and heaven- 
demanded requirements, there would be found 
a much better state of things amongst the youth 
in our famiHes than now exists* 

Some time after my father's death, I was ta- 
ken to Lancaster County, Penn'a, to live with 
an uncle of mine. This uncle resided on a 
large and very beautiful farm. He kept a strict 
watch over my morals, and I usually attended 
public worship with the family^ at a church 
about two miles distant from the home. 

When I was about 14 years of age, I attend- 
ed a course of catechetical instruction under 
the Rev. F. A. Herman, of the German Re- 
formed Church, and was in due time received, 
with others, as a member of that church, by 
the solemn and impressive rite of confirma- 
tion. After I had united with the church, my 
impressions that I ought to prepare myself for 
the work of the ministr}', were greatly revived, 
so much so, indeed, that I was, as it were, im- 
pelled to make my feelings known to my uncle, 
upon hearing of which he advised me to write 
to two of my other uncles on the subject. Ac- 
cordingly I wrote to General Joshua Medtart, 
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10 LIFE OF REV. F. J R VTH. 

of Baltimore, and to Mr. Lewis Medtart, Post- 
master of Fredericktown, Maryland. I soon 
received their answers, both advising me to re- 
turn to my native city, and to consult with Rev, 
D. F* Schaeffer in relation to the subject. 

I complied with their wishes, but on my re- 
turn I soon lound that some of my relatives^ 
and friends, were opposed to my studying for 
the ministry, and urged me to learn some trade, 
assigning as their reason that ministers of the 
gospel generally remained poor. 

I yielded to their remonstrances against my 
inclination, but soon found that the trade I was 
advised to learn did not agree with my health, 
and I withdrew from the enterprise. Soon af- 
terward I was appointed a clerk m the Postof- 
fice of the city, and after laboring in that posi- 
tion for several months, I was solicited by Rev. 
Dr. Schaeffer, of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, to commence a course of study under 
his direction, saying that the church was greatly 
in need of more preachers. But as my means 
ot support were very limited, I concluded to 
defer the matter until I should be able to obtain 
more means. 

Just about this time, an uncle of my father, 
residing in Berks County, Pa., died, leaving a 
large estate, and having no children of his own, 
myself, amongst others, received from that es- 
tate several hundreds of dollars. By this prov- 
idential circumstance means were provided and 
the way opened for me to pursue the object 
which I had so long and so earnestly desired. 
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and anticipated. Hence I at once resolved to 
commence a course of study preparatory to 
my entering the ministry. 
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CHAPTER tl. 

fR. SchaEffer invited me to call at his 
study, for the purpose of an interview re- 
specting the matter. I accordingly visited him 
and after some conversation on the subject, he 
began to examine me as to my education, and 
motives tor wishing to prepare mj self for the 
ministry. He seemed to be pleased with the 
examination, and desired that I would at once 
begin the work of preparation. He put into 
my hands a Latin Grammar, and directed me 
to study, and memorize certain portions of it. 
This circumstance occurred about the ist of 
July, 1826, and but a short time before Rev. S. 
S. Schmucker, D. D., was called to take charge 
of the Theological Seminary at Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania. 

After having pursued v^arious studies under 
Dr. Schaeffer, for the space of about three 
years, the Doctor requested me to commence 
writing sermons for examination, and he also 
sent me, occasionally, to preach to the desti- 
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tute in difterent parts of the county, and to fill 
appointments of his own in the country round 
about the city. 

These exercises proved to be of great ad- 
vantage to me in many important respects. In 
writing and preaching sermons, I was enabled 
to make a practical use of what I had gained 
by study, and my progress in the acquisition of 
theological knowledge was greatl)'^ facilitated, 
my memory strengthened and my confidence 
assured. 

As the Synod of Maryland and Virginia was 
soon to* convene in Taneytown, Maryland, I 
was advised by Dr. Schaeffer, and by other 
ministers also, who had heard me preach, to 
attend the meeting of said Synod, and to apply 
for regular license to preach, in order that I 
might take charge of some vacant pastorate. 

Accordingly I attended the Synod at Taney- 
town, and was appointed to preach before that 
body, and thus aflford the members of Synod 
an opportunity of judging as to my qualifica- 
tions for authority to enter the ministry. I 
complied with this appointment to preach be- 
fore Synod, but did so with no small degree ot 
reluctancy. 

After a sermon delivered by Rev. N. B. 
Little, I was duly licensed to preach the gos- 
pel for one year, and was directed to visit the 
Boonsborough charge, in Washington County, 
Maryland. My charge before Synod was de- 
livered by Rev. Dr. Hazlius, one of the Pro- 
fessors of the Institution at Gettysburg, Penn'a. 
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14 LIFE OF REV F J. RUTH 

COPY OF ORIGINAL. 

Be it known : To all to whom these presents 
shall come, that the Rev, Francis J. Ruth, of 
Frederick, Maryland, was deemed competent 
to officiate as a candidate of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod, of Maryland and Virginia, 
and is hereby authorized to perform all requisite 
Ministerial Acts, in the congregation at Smith's, 
in Baltimore County, and such others as may 
be entrusted to his care by the said Ministerium 
of Maryland and Virginia, which reserves to 
itself the exclusive power of renewing or an- 
nulling this license at anj' of its annual meetings. 

In w^itness v^hereof, I have hereunto set my 
hand and affixed the seal of the Ministerium. 

Done at Georgetown, Frederick County, 
Maryland, this nineteenth day of October, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty. 

David F. Schaeffer, President 
of the Ev. Luth'n Synod of 
Maryland and Virginia. 
Abraham Reck, Sec'y. 

In Jul)', A. D. 1 83 1, I was earnestly solicited 
by Revs. D. Haner and D. P. Rosenmiller, to 
visit North Carolina, w^here. they were at that 
time laboring, and where Lutheran ministers 
were greatly needed. I was also urged by 
Rev. N. B. Little, who had just returned from 
a missionary town in Ohio, to first visit this 
State, and after deliberating upon the counsels. 
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LIFE OF REV. F. J. RUTH 15 

and wishes of those brethren, for a little while, 
I concluded to come to Ohio, and at once be- 
gan to make the necessary preparations for the 
journey. 

When jthe officers of Synod had learned of 
my intention to come West, they proposed to 
appoint me as a missionary to Ohio. I accepted 
the appointment very gladly, and was directed 
in said commission to visit the following points 
in the .State, viz: New Philadelphia, xMansfield, 
Mount Vernon, Delaware, Columbus, Chilli- 
cothe, and Circleville, and Sinking Springs, in 
Highland County. 

To whom it may concern: 

Whereas, the Rev. Francis J. Ruth, a 
member of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod, 
of Maryland and Virginia, has expressed his 
desire to preach the Gospel in the State of 
Ohio, and knowing him to be a fervent and 
zealous laborer for the Lord, I do hereby ap- 
point him a Missionary to labor and perform 
all the duties of a regular Minister in the Ev. 
Luth'n Church, among. such people and in such 
Districts as he may find destitute. 

As this Missionary travels without compen- 
sation from the Synod, it is hoped that he will 
be recompensed, and treated generously. 

David F. wSchaeffer, 
President of the Ev. Lutheran Synod 
of Maryland and Virginia. 
Frederick, August 20th, 1831. 
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16 LIFE OF REV F J. RUTH 

About the istof August, 1831, I left my na- 
tiv^e city, Fredericktown, Maryland, on horse- 
back, and took my course westward. Nothing 
of special note occurred in my experience dur- 
ing my journey, except that I stopped and 
preached several times, at ditferent places on 
the way. Arriving at New Philadelphia, and 
having a letter of introduction to a certain gen- 
tleman by the name of Dull, I called on him, 
at his residence, and was very cordially wel- 
comed, and kindly entertained by him and his 
family. 

After a few days rest I preached twice, in 
the Court House, to respectable and attentive 
audiences. While here I became acquainted 
with Dr. Samuel Stough, a son of Rev. John 
Stough, of the Lutheran Church. The Doctor 
expressed a most earnest wish that I would 
visit Ashland, Ohio, and gave me a letter of 
introduction to his brother, who resided in that 
place. In due time I visited Ashland, and 
called on Mr. Jonas Stough, and was most kind- 
ly received by him and his estimable wife. In 
this place I visited, in company with Mr. 
Stough, several Lutheran families in the village 
and vicinity, and preached in the evening to 
the people of the town. 

During my stay here I became acquainted 
with Mr. John Jacobs and his ladv. Our ac- 
quaintance soon became very cordial and pleas- 
ant, and I have reason to believe that our 
friendship proved to be mutually beneficial. 
These dear friends always treated me with 
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great kindness, and bestowed on me many to- 
kens of their regard for, and interest in my 
welfare ; and though far away from my native 
place, my kindred and early associates, I yet 
felt that I was in the midst of friends, and^at 
home, in the many famihes which I visited, in 
w^hich the fear of t!ie Lord was cherished. 

Leaving Ashland, 1 proceeded to visit Mans- 
field, and stopped at the Wiler House. In this 
place I found only three members of our 
Church — Mr. Jacob Hammer and wife, and 
Mr. George Cocher. The annual conference 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church being in 
session there at the time, and the pulpits of 
the several churches being supplied by minis- 
ters from the conference, I found no opportu- 
nity to preach in the place 

I was advised by the friends I had met in 
the town, to visit Mount Zion congregation, 
about eight miles east from Mansfield. I ac- 
cordingly visited that neighborhood, and called 
on Mr. Jacob Culler, one of the prominent 
members of that church, and stayed over night 
with him, and had a ver}^ pleasant time with 
his seven sons, who were all single and at 
home. 

The membership of the Mount Zion Church 
at that time preferred German preaching, and 
German services generally. 

On the next/ day I proceeded to visit Mount 
Vernon, but I could hear of no Lutherans in 
that place and vicinity. 

From Mount Vernon I went to Columbus, 
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18 LIFE OF REV F J. RUTH 

and called on Mr. Lewis Heil, and remained 
over night v/ith him, and received the kindest 
treatment from him and his family. He in- 
formed me that they had just secured the ser- 
vices of Rev. W. Smith, and that their con- 
gregation required only German services. 
Hence on the following day I went on to Cir- 
cleville, where my friend, Rev. N. B. Little, 
had located, and at his request I preached in 
the Court House of the place. 

Here, in company with Brother Little, and 
a few other gentlemen, I visited some ancient 
mounds and fortifications in the vicinity of the 
town. We ascended the largest of those 
mounds, and at the summit of the hill we 
lound that some person had digged into it gome 
distance, and had thrown out a number of hu- 
man bones, and these were much larger than 
the bones of the race now living. One jaw- 
bone, for instance, was of immense size, and 
belonged, no doubt, to a member of a prehis- 
toric race of men. The opinion of those per- 
sons present was, that the ancient inhabitants 
of this country, whoever they were, had form- 
ed these mounds as places of worship, that the 
altars erected to their gods were built on the 
tops of these elevations, and that when their 
great men and priests died, their bodies were 
buried here, under those altars. 

After spending several days with Brother 
Little, I proceeded to Chillicothe, where I 
found only ten persons who were Lutherans, 
and these were all Germans and desired preach- 
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ing in the German language only. On the next 
day I was overtaken by a severe rain storm, 
and for want of shelter I received a thorough 
wetting, through and through, and did not 
reach Sinking Springs until the second day af- 
ter leaving Chillicothe. At this place I was 
directed to call upon a gentleman who was a 
strong believer in Calvinism, and who received 
me rather coolly, but still invited me to call at 
his house. While in conversation with him at 
his house, he remarked that Dr. Martin Luther 
was a Calvinist in sentiment, and strenuously 
defended his assertion. But atter considerable 
discussion had on the subject, he finally ac- 
knowledged that he might be mistaken in re- 
gard to that matter. He then invited me to 
dine with him, and I gladly accepted of his 
hospitality. 

After we had dined he proposed to accom- 
pany me to the home of Mr. F. Roth, who re- 
sided on a farm about two miles distant from 
the town. I found Brother Roth to be a true 
Lutheran, and he received me very kindly, in- 
deed, and expressed himself highly gratified 
that the Maryland Synod had sent me to hunt 
out and visit the destitute members of our 
Church in Ohio. 

On the Sabbath following I preached in a 
frame church, to a large and interested audi- 
ence. Father Roth informed me that there 
was another church about twelve miles distant 
from his place, and as the two constituted a 
pastorate, he and others, and among them my 
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Calvinistic friend, desired me to locate among 
them. I visited the other congregation, and 
preached to the people there, but was told that 
they would require German preaching occa- 
sionally. From this place I went on to Dela- 
ware, and preached several times in the place 
and vicinity ; and having now finished my mis- 
sion, I resolved to return again to Richland 
county, for I seemed to be impressed with the 
idea that my future work would be found in 
that region of the State. I left Delaware on 
the 30th of September, and arrived at Mans- 
field on the following day, and preached on 
that same evening, in the Presbyterian Church, 
to a large and interested audience. On the 
next day I was called up>on by members of 
this church, and others, and was strongly so- 
licited by them to locate in Mansfield, assuring 
me that congregations of Lutherans could be 
gathered in the county, and in places not far 
away from the town. I replied that it was my 
purpose to again visit Ashland, and if I could 
secure a congregation in that place, I would 
then locate, either in Ashland or in Mansfield. 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHAPTER III. 

I accordingly proceeded to Ashland, and on 
the 9th of October I preached in a barn, near 
the village, to a large gathering of attentive 
hearers. After the services were over, a num- 
ber ot the brethren, together with other citi- 
zens of the place, chilled on me at the house of 
my friend, Mr. John Jacobs, and most earnestly 
desired me to locate in their village, and to 
preach to them regularly, promising at the 
same time, to remunerate me for my services. 
I yielded to their solicitations, and located in 
Ashland. 

I now began to preach regularly, both in 
Ashland and in Mansfield. And it was not 
long after until I also began to preach at Dilly's 
Mill, and at Mr. John Kuhn's, in Wayne 
County. 

During the first year after locating at Ash- 
land, I also preached occasionally at the little 
village of London^ near Shelby, in Richland 
County ; and also at Gallon, and at Plymouth, 
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and at Wooster, Wayne County. My- labors 
were thus extended over a wide scope of coun- 
try, as I endeavored to preach to the destitute 
Lutherans who were scattered through these 
counties. 

I organized the Church in Ashland, on the 
23rd of October, A. D., 1831; and that in 
Mansfield in the Spring of 1832. The con- 
gregation at Mr. Kuhn's had been organized 
before I began to preach for them. My peo- 
ple, in these several places, seemed to appre- 
ciate my labors very much, but as they were 
new beginners, in those new settlements, and 
were generally poor, comparatively speaking, 
my salary was, of course, not very large. For 
though I was practically a missionary, yet I 
never received one cent of missionary aid, and 
was, consequently, compelled to "cut my coat 
according to the cloth." 

My salary, for the first year after locating, 
amounted, all told, to $75,00. This, however, 
did not discourage me at all, for bein^ much 
from home, and amongst my parishioners, my 
necessary expenses were not very large. True, 
I found that the condition of being constantly 
needy, constantly in want of means to make 
myself comfortable, was not the most pleasant 
one, indeed ; yet I also found that even this sit- 
uation has its legitimate uses, and amongst 
those uses, the habit of frugality, the virtue of 
expending nothing unnecessarily, was not the 
least. I always had confidence to believe that 
if God had truly called me to preach the gos- 
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pel, He would take care that my temporal 
wants should be supplied: for, "Who goeth a 
warfare any time at his own charges? Who 
planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit 
thereof? or who feedeth a flock, and eateth 
not of the milk of the flock?" 

The following incident occurred about this 
time, which served very greatly to confirm my 
faith and trust in Divine Providence. The 
Rev. E. Greenawald paid me a visit at Ash- 
land, and while with me I ventured to tell him 
of my necessitous condition, and to ask him 
for a little material aid. 

I informed him that I had expended all my 
means in my missionary tour ; that the amount 
which I had received from my people, since lo- 
cating at Ashland, had not been sufficient to 
meet my pressing wants, and as the weather 
had become very severe, I found myself in 
special need of some stockings, suitable to the 
season, and could not think of getting them on 
credit, and hence would be very much obliged' 
if he would loan me one dollar, for a short 
time, with which to procure the needed articles. 
He replied that he had himself but little means, 
and much as he would like to accommodate 
me, he was not prepared to do so at that time. 
With a sad heart I arose and left him, to go 
out and feed my horse; and as I went, I found, 
on the pavement, near my boarding place, a 
silver coin, usuallly called a "five-franc-piece," 
equal to about ninety-five cents. I could hear 
of no one who had lost such a piece, and hence 
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I regarded it as a gift of God to me. This 
amount was sufficient to sugply m)' immediate 
want, and I most heartily thanked God for his 
goodness, and took fresh courage. I mention 
this circumstance, simple as it may appear, for 
the encouragement of others who may be called 
of God to labor in his cause under like experi- 
ences. 

"So Providence for us, high, infinite, 
"Makes our necessities its watchful task, 
"Hearkens to all our prayers, helps all our wants, 
"And ev'n if it denies what seems our right, 
•'Either denies because 'twould have us ask, 
"Or seems but to deny, or in denying, grants." 

On Trinity Sunday, A. D. 1832, the German 
Evangelical Lutherah Synod, of Ohio, met at 
Columbus. I attended that convention, and 
made application for membership in that body. 
I was kindly received by the brethren, and my 
license was renewed by them for another year. 

I remained in connection with that organiza- 
tion until an English Synod was formed, four 
years later. About the ist of October, of the 
same year, I ceased preaching regularly at 
Mansfield, but at the earnest solicitations of the 
brethren there, I promised to visit them, occa- 
sionally, until such time when they could be 
supplied from some other source. 

During the second year of my regular min- 
istry, I took charge of the Mount Zion congre- 
gation. This church was, I think, the first 
regularly organized congregation in northern 
Ohio, and has always been one of the most lib- 
eral of all our churches in this State. Until I 
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took charge of this church, they had German 
preaching, and German services only. After 
preaching for this people for a short time, I in- 
troduced social worship, or prayer meetings. 
This was something new amongst Lutherans 
in Ohio, but the new departure was sustained 
by the Church, even from its incipiency, and 
the work was soon crowned with unmistakable 
evidences of good. An extensive revival of 
religion soon followed, and the congregation 
began to increase, numerically and spiritually; 
and the work of the Lord went on gloriously. 

A new house ot worship was built, and my 
audiences grew to be quite large in proportion 
to the settlement round about. I now com- 
menced the time-honored work in the history 
of the Lutheran Church, catechising thfe young; 
and God blessed m)^ labors in this direction, 
and consecrated the work "to the praise of the 
glory of His grace." 

It was especially encouraging, and remarka- 
ble withal, that these catechumens all came 
out and took part in public social prayer. I 
could now see that the congregation was des- 
tined to exert a salutary influence over that en- 
tire neighborhood. 

About this time brothers Isaac and Christo- 
pher Culler, both sons of father Jacob Culler, 
Sen., began to prepare for the ministry. They 
were both pious and excellent young men, and 
their subsequent work in the active ministry 
was crowned with a good degree of success. 

I continued to preach for this congregation 
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until the Spring of 1841, and then resigned it 
in behalf oi Rev. George Leiter. 

The first members of Mount Zion were the 
Cullers, Ernsbergers, Kings^ Smiths, and others* 

During the third and last year of my labors 
in Ashland, I preached, occasionally, as I could, 
at London, Bucyrus, Sulphur Springs, Galion, 
Kuhn's, Dilly's Mills and Plymouth. It was 
during this year also that I made an effort to 
secure a house of worship in Ashland. I felt 
that this was necessary to my future success 
there. I proposed to the congregation, that if 
they would raise three or four hundred dollars 
towards this enterprise, I would try to raise 
$1,000,00 towards the object, from the citizens 
outside of the Church. The congregation 
agreed to my proposition, and I went to work 
and soon secured the amount promised, on sub- 
scription. Besides this amount, Mr. Francis 
Graham, a merchant in the village, offered to 
give us one acre of ground, almost in the cen- 
ter of the town, and $100,00 in cash. When 
I thought that my expectations were about to 
be realized, some of the members of the con- 
gregation became dissatisfied, and refused to 
pay their subscriptions, unless a church was 
built according to their peculiar notion, or 
taste. The other subscribers then refused to 
pay, unless the church was built in modern 
style, and thus I found that the enterprise was 
doomed to fail; and I became utterly discour- 
aged, and felt that my work in Ashland was 
done. 
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Among the first members of the Ashland 
congregation were the Youngs, Millers, Swine- 
fords, Stoughs, Grouses and others. 



* * 



— ORATION — 

Delivered by Special Request, before the Ash- 
land Lyceum, at the Village of Ashland, O., 
some time during the years A, D. 1831 or '32^ 

^'Briethren and Fellow Citizens: 

I am indebted to the partiality of 
some of the members of the Ashland Lyceum^ 
for the honor of addressing you under the pres- 
ent interesting circumstances. I am sensible 
of my inability to meet the just claims of this 
hour, and am confident that a person, more 
competent to the task, and better qualified to 
do justice to the occasion, might have been se- 
lected ; and under this conviction I could cheer- 
fully have declined the present service. 

But as some of you have been pleased to 
tender me this honor, it would have been at 
once ungrateful and disrespectful not to have 
accepted it ; and as I have every disposition to 
acquiesce in all reasonable requests of this kind, 
which can proceed from an association so laud- 
able as that to which some of you belong, I 
conceive it to be my duty to attempt compli- 
ance, however humble in its nature that com- 
pliance may be. 
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We have convened here this evening, as you 
are aware, to celebrate the birthday of one of 
the brightest stars in the constellation of Ameri- 
can worthies — that of the illustrious and im- 
mortal Washington, the father of his country. 
This distinguished personage, whose eminent 
services to our country we are about to recall 
to mind, briefly to portray their glorious re- 
sults, and attempt a delineation of his consum- 
mate and inestimable character, has long since 
been numbered with the pious slumberers in 
the grave. Yet, he lives! lives in the hearts! 
lives in the affections! lives in the memories of 
every genuine son and daughter of our happy 
country, and of every true American patriot. 

The Hero, the Patriot, the Sage of America 
is no more. Yet as long as the star-spangled 
banner waves triumphantly o'er the land of the 
free and the home of the brave — the mere 
mention of his narne, his services, his virtues, 
will produce sensations the most fond and ex- 
hilerating, and cause the hearts of all to glow 
with gratitude, whose veins contain one drop 
of the dear, the noble, the precious blood of 
our brave and worthy ancestors. 

George Washington, the friend of liberty, 
and the tyrant's foe, appeared on this stage of 
action, on the 22nd day of February, A. D. 
1732, at Bridges Creek, in the County of West- 
moreland, in the State of Virginia. He was 
the third son of Augustine Washington, and 
a great-grandson of John Washington, a gen- 
tleman of the first respectability ; who emi- 
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grated from the North of England, to the wide- 
spread forests of North America, about the 
year A. D. 1657, and settled on the very place 
where the brave defender of the rights of the 
people of this western world, was born. 

It will not be required, nor will the brief 
space of time we design to occupy admit of 
our entering into a full account of the life of 
the savior of our country. We shall, there- 
fore, only notice a few of the most striking 
particulars and incidents of his history. Little 
is known relative to the first fifteen years of 
his existence. 

Having had the misfortune to lose a most 
kind and affectionate father, at a very early pe- 
riod of his life, our hero only received what 
was denominated an "English education," * a 
term which excludes the acquisition of foreign or 
ancient languages. 

But limited as his literary attainments may 
have been, he discovered at a ver}' early period 
of life, a well cultivated intellect, and became 
not only highly useful, but was, in fact, one 
of the brightest ornaments of society. 

Washington had scarcely reached his fii- 
teenth year, ere he gave strong proof of mili- 
tary genius. His country was then engaged 
in a war against France and Spain. Roused, 
perhaps, by a spirit or thirst for military fame 
and glory, he urged most pressingly to be per- 
mitted to enter into the British navy, and His 
repeated solicitations were not abortive; the 
berth of a midshipman was soon obtained for 
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him. Prepared to enter on his naval career, he 
was induced to relinquish it, in obedience to 
the wishes of a fond and indulgent mother; 
much, however, against his own personal feel- 
ings. In the year. 1751, in consequence of the 
demise of his brother, the office of Adjutant- 
General of the Virginia Militia, became vacant, 
and Mount Vernon, together with a large and 
valuable estate, came into the possession of our 
hero. 

At this period the dense population of the 
colony made it expedient to form the militia 
corps into three divisions, and Washington, 
though but a youth, was appointed Major. He 
attended to his duty as an officer, with exem- 
plary propriety and vigilance, and was highly 
esteemed by his fellow soldiers for his mild- 
ness and generosity. 

About two years after this appointment, the 
encroachments of the French upon the west- 
ern boundaries of the British Colonies, excited 
a general alarm in Virginia, so that it was 
deemed expedient to select and authorize a 
proper person to ascertain the truth of those 
rumors, and if found as reported, to demand 
them in the name of the King, to desist from 
the prosecution of designs, most unjust. Wash- 
ington offered his services. To accomplish 
this object he had to pass through a great ex- 
tent of country, almost entirely unexplored by 
his countrymen, and inhabited only by the sav- 
age aborigines, who were either hostile to the 
English or of doubtful attachment to them. 
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The dangers and fatigues of his mission did 
not, however, deter him in the least. The 
''noble youth" engaged in it with the utmost 
alacrity. 

Having ascertained the disposition of the 
French, relative to the British Colonies, he re- 
turned, after an absence of a few months, to 
Williamsburg, Virginia. This laudable, but 
perilous enterprise, raised our hero in the pub- 
lic opinion, as well as in that of the Governor. 
His Journal, drawn up for the inspection of 
Lieutenant-Governor Dinwiddie, was pub- 
lished, and it strikingly demonstrated the solid- 
ity of his understanding, and the fortitude of 
his mind. 

In consequence of the unjust encroachments 
of the French, it was deemed expedient to 
raise a regiment ot three hundred men, to 
maintain the right of the British Crown. The 
command of this regiment was given to a gen- 
tleman of intelligence and respectability — a 
Mr. Fry, and the youthful Washington was 
appointed Lieutenant-Colonel. Prepared to 
defend the right of the British Crown, and 
ready to enter on their, expedition, Providence 
was pleased to remove the Colonel — Mr. Fry, 
and our hero succeeded him in the command 
of his regiment. In this expedition against 
the French, our hero and his little army were 
successful. An attack was made upon them 
by the French, but scarcely since the days of 
Leonidas, and his three hundred deathless 
Spartans, had the sun beheld braver men. 
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With hideous whoops and terriffic yells, the 
enemy came on like a host of tigers ; but, ani- 
mated by their gallant chief — his noble warriors 
won the field. 

In the year 1755, General Braddock appeared 
in America, at the head of two veteran regi- 
ments from Ireland. On his arrival he was 
joined b)^ the independent and provincial corps 
of our countr3^ Preparations were immedi- 
ately made to proceed against Fort DuQuesne, 
but the want of wagons to convey their stores 
had almost proved an insurmountable obstacle 
to the expedition. In this •emergenc}^ Benja- 
min Franklin exerted his influence so effectually 
with his countrymen, that in a very short time 
the army was amply suppHed. About this pe- 
riod, Washington was induced to resign his 
commission as Colonel. Being, however, warm- 
ly attached to a military life, and emulous to 
defend his countr)^ he voluntarily served under 
Braddock as an extra aid-de-camp. 

In proceeding against Fort DuQuesne, the 
prudence of our hero dictated to him the 
propriety and importance of cautioning his 
General against the arts and stratagems of their 
enemy ; but Braddock's ardent desire of con- 
quest made him deaf to the timely voice of ex- 
perience. He would not be taught how to 
fight by a young "Buckskin ;'' and the conse- 
quences were most distressing. 

The van-division of the army was unexpect- 
edly attacked by an ambuscade of the French 
and Indians, and was totally defeated. The 
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unfortunate General was slain, and almost ev- 
ery officer whose duty compelled him to be on 
horseback, was either killed or wounded, except 
the brave Washington. And had it not been 
for the wisdom, the bravery, and the persever- 
ance of our illustrious hero, the residue of the 
troops, in all probability, would have perished. 
The timely aid and attention afforded the re- 
mainder of the troops, immediately after the 
defeat, by the generous Washington, met with 
desired and universal approbation, and as a 
small remuneration for this distinguished ser- 
vice, he was appointed commander-in-chief of 
all the Colonial troops. 

Immediately after this new arrangeme.nt 
with regard to the Colonial troops, our hero 
eminently distinguished himself by his con- 
summate bravery, in the capture of Fort Du- 
Quesne. The enemy was ultimately defeated 
in several engagements, compelled to retreat 
far beyond the Colonial boundaries, and tran- 
quiHty and security were restored again to the 
Colonies. About this time Washington re- 
signed his commission, in consequence of the 
delicate state of his health, and retired to Mount 
Vernon. By care, and attention to himself for 
some time, he recovered his health again, and 
was subsequently married to the widow ot 
Colonel Curtis, a lady of high respectability 
and accomplishments. 

But no sooner had tjie war with the French 
closed, than the Colonies began to feel, with 
additional weight, the hand of British oppres- 
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sion. Not humbled, however, by injustice, nor 
crushed by severities, they put forth all their 
energies to render the Colonies a desirable 
home. The spread of innumerable sails upon 
the ocean, converted the mighty forests into 
most delightful and productive farms, founded 
cities, established literary institutions, and 
reared in every direction temples to the living 
God. The period was now rapidly approach- 
ing, in which measures the most unjust and 
tyrannical, were devised against the Colonies, 
but which, instead of humbling them, called 
forth the spirit of liberty and independence, 
and laid the foundation of our great and incom-^ 
parable Republic. 

The long Hne of British acts, designed to 
crush the Colonies, and keep them in servile 
subjection, passed as they were, in wilful igno- 
rance of the feelings and powers of America, 
awakened the spirit of that revolution in which 
the illustrious Washington rendered to his 
country such memorable and important ser- 
vices. We deem it entirely unnecessary to 
enter into a detailed account of those most 
wrongful and arbitrary acts, which roused the 
noble spirit of our veteran ancestors, and made 
the wisdom of old England blush at her folly. 
Suffice it to say, they were such that no people 
could suffer, and live. 

No alternative was left the fathers of our 
country, but that of slavery, or resistance by 
force of arms — thank heaven ! they chose the 
latter. Measures were immediately adopted. 
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looking to the speedy training of the militia to 
the use of arms, the manufacture of gunpow- 
der, and the collection of all kinds of military 
stores, and committees of public safety were 
appointed in all the towns in the province. 

On. the memorable 19th of April, 1775, ^^^ 
first blood of the war of the Revolution was 
shed, at Lexington, Massachusetts, — a war 
which raised the proud standard of liberty, and 
stimulated the inborn, the God-given principle 
of human liberty, in the bosom of ever}' true 
American,' and rested not, until the banner of 
freedom waved in triumph over the establish- 
ment of a free and independent government, 
in our heaven-favored America. 

George Washington was appointed to the 
responsible position of Commander-in-Chief 
of the American forces, on the loth day of 
May, 1775, which high trust he accepted with 
great diffidence. 

Congress, on presenting our hero with his 
commission, unanimously resolved that they 
would maintain and assist him, and adhere to 
him with their lives and fortunes, in the holy 
cause of American Liberty. 

Thus encouraged by that illustrious and pa- 
triotic body, the immortal Washington entered 
on the duties of his new office. 

"Oh! Heavens! he cried, my bleeding country save! 

Is there no hand on high to shield the brave! 

Rise, fellow-men! your country is at stake! 

Rise, Columbia's sons, arise! awake! 

For Liberty, we'll wave the sword on high, 
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And swear for her to fight — with her to die! 
He said, and on the battle-ground arrayed, 
Were his countrymen, few, but undismayed.'' 

Aided by his veteran and illustrious countr}?'- 
men, the brave and intrepid champion of 
America engaged v^ith alacrity in the deliver- 
ance of the land of his birth from British tyr- 
anny and oppression. His army was without 
proper discipline, otten without sufficient mili- 
tary stores ; in a word they labored under al- 
most every difficulty. But encouraged by the 
hope of liberty, they persevered with undaunt- 
ed zeal and fortitude, overcame every obstacle, 
surmounted every difficulty, and at length their 
dreadful enterprise was crowned with the most 
signal success. 

We might here portray those tremendous 
and heartrending scenes which attended the 
revolution of our country ; we might tell you 
of the piercing shrieks of the wounded, and 
the solemn and pathetic groans of the dying. 
We might picture to you the awful siiu^^tions 
of the martyrs of liberty, who fell, and bled, 
and died on the fields of mortal strife, where 
there were no eyes to pity them, no sister to 
weep over them ; where no gentle hand was 
present to ease the dying partner, or bind up 
the bleeding wounds — but we forbear. We 
might here proceed to recall to mind all the 
services which our own WashingtoYi rendered 
to his country's cause during the Revolutionary 
struggle, and the great services of those noble 
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foreigners who voluntaril}^^ came to our coun- 
try, assisted in planting the tree of libert}^, and 
nourished ils growth with their own Hfe-blood, 
but our time will not allow us to do this. Oh! 
while, however, we remember with the most 
profound gratitude, the invaluable services of 
the hero, and father of American freedom, let 
us not forget those of the generous and patri- 
otic Lafayette; and those of the noble and 
brave DeKalb, who fell, a martyr in the cause 
of human Hberty. 

During the whole revolution of our countr}^, 
Washington proved himself a soldier of pre- 
eminent worth and merit. In glancing over 
the history of our country, we see him at the 
head of our army ; at the head of that con- 
vention that framed our excellent Magna- 
Charta, and at last, we see him, placed by the 
suffrages of a free people, in the hi^h position 
of Chief Magistrate of our Nation. 

Under Washington, as our leader, says a 
beautiful writer, we won our independence, 
formed our Constitution, established our Gov- 
ernment ! and what reward did he ask for 
these inestimable services ? Did he ask a dia- 
dem ? Did he lay his hand upon the Nation's 
treasury ? Did he claim to be emperor of the 
new-born, independent, and free people ? The 
nation that had risen up under his auspices, 
from a state of semi-sertdom, to the condition 
of personal liberty, and national independence? 
No, no ; although first in war, first in peace, 
and first in the hearts of his countrymen, he 
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sublimely retired to the peaceful and quiet oc- 
cupation of rural life, content with the honor 
of having been instrumental in achieving the 
independence, and securing the happiness of 
his country. 

There is no parallel in history to this ! By 
the side of Washington, Alexander is degraded 
to a selfish destroyer of his race ; Caeser be- 
comes the dazzled votary of power, and Bona- 
parte a baffled aspirant to universal dominion. 

Washington is the illustrious personage 
whom a free and independent people delight 
to honor ! Washington is the name that will 
live through the ages of coming time, and be 
pronounced by freedom's children to the latest 
posterity, yea, till the mighty angel shall de- 
scend, and place one foot upon the sea, and 
the other upon the earth, and shall swear that 
time shall be no longer. 

We promised briefl}' to portra)' the glorious 
results of the services of our hero, to our be- 
loved country. 

The services of Washington, and the vet- 
eran army under his command, were great, 
very great. The}- brought into existence, un- 
der God, the independence of our country ; 
they were the means of delivering the Colo- 
nies from the bands and fetters of British tyr- 
ann}^ ; they tended to support and strengthen 
that glimmering taper of liberty, which, from 
a feeble spark dropped in the wilderness, soon 
rose to a blaze, the height and refulgence of 
which is seen by ever)- nation under the wide- 
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spread canopy of heaven, — through the mists 
of despotism, brightening their political hem- 
isphere. Their glorious light, the irresistible 
splendor of which is darting its rays into the 
ebony councils of despots, dazzling the owHsh 
vision of tyrants, and casting into the shade 
the heretofore fascinating glitter of crowns and 
diadems. 

The period, w^e believe, is not very remote, 
when the genius of liberty, which tound no 
place to rest her wearj^ ieet, but in the mighty 
forests of North America, will hurl every mon- 
arch from his throne, cast every earth-born 
tyrant harmless at her feet ; and when her 
proud standard shall wave triumphantly over 
every nation, and tongue, and people. There 
is no government under heaven that can com- 
pare with ours. Here, every man is a sover- 
eign, enjoying equal rights, and equal privi- 
leges ; here, ev^ery man may worship God ac- 
cording to the dictates of his own conscience ; 
here, are prerogatives, which no other nation 
on earth can boast. 

What effect ought those blessings, those 
high and inestimable, civil and political privi- 
leges, which were bought with the blood and 
treasure of our noble ancestors, have upon us ? 
Ought t!jey not serve to fill our hearts with 
deepest gratitude to Him who sways the scep- 
tre of the universe, and determines the destiny 
of nations ? 

We now rejoice in the full and free posses- 
sion of the glorious fruits of those labors, toils. 
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and sacrifices of the fathers of our grand coun- 
try. But they, with but few exceptions, have 
gone to that bourne from which they cannot 
return. They have filled up the measures of 
their duties as citizens, and patriots, and have 
secured for posterity the rich boon of national 
freedom, and national glory. The remaining 
few, like thinly standiug oaks, on our extended 
domain, weather-beaten and blanched by the 
pitiless hand of time, are the last evidences of 
the once formidable and towering greatness 
of the fathers of the revolutionary period. 
This remaining remnant of a once valiant peo- 
ple, are bending their way earthward, calml)^ 
expecting, ere long, to arrive at the silent and 
peaceful chamber of their departed comrades. 
It will be but a little while, and the vital air 
will be rejected by their organs of respiration, 
and the heart of the last soldier of the Amer- 
ican Revolution will cease to beat. 

We shall now attempt a brief delineation of 
the character of o\ir own great Washington. 
To do justice to this, the greatest of earth's 
great men, would require the eloquence of a 
Demosthenes, or the more lofty flight of a 
Cicero. As a man, Washington was generous, 
frank, independent and sincere. Generous — 
his heart, his hand, his purse, were ever at the 
service of the needy. Frank — he was open 
and ingenious, his sentiments were ever un- 
disguised, his language spoke correctly what 
he thought and felt; and his countenanice was 
an index to his mind. 
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Truly may it be said of him, that he carried 
his heart in a silver vase, so that all could see 
it. His opinions he nev^er attempted to con-^ 
ceal, his attachments and his dislikes, were., 
Avith equal freedom and sincerity, declared and 
independent. He had his partialities and pre-^ 
dilections, every man must have them, for he 
cannot be brought, by any discipline whatever, 
to love that w^hich is totally uncongenial to his 
tastes and habits of life, however much he 
may. be inclined to cherish a proper deference 
towards others. 

To all, our hero cheerfully paid the regard 
which the high stations he occupied, claimed ; 
but only with such as his heart and feelings 
approved, did he share the social intercourse, 
or the endearments of friendship And, surely, 
a man in public life, whilst he pays to all around 
him such attentions as the functions of his 
office involve, has a just right to select the in-* 
dividuals with whom he will share the social 
hour, or to whom he may commit the more 
sacred and retired feelings of his heart. And, 
sincere — whatever he said, he uttered from 
deep conviction, and on his every assurance, 
the firmest reliance might be placed* 

As a Christian, Washington was fervent, 
holy, humble. His piety was t?he ardor of that 
unquenchable fire of love and trust, which the 
gospel enkindles in believing hearts. With 
him, religion was not a matter of mere profes- 
sion and convenience ; he seemed to live 
under its abiding and sanctifying influence: 
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indeed, it almost seems as if piety had been 
wrought into the very constitution of his noble 
nature ; its principles were the springs, its pre- 
cepts the rule, and its objects, the end of all 
actions. He contemplated the character of 
the Supreme Being, and was attracted to it by 
its superlative purity. 

"Oh, joy to the world ! the hour is come, 
''When the nations to freedom awake ; 
"When the royalists stand agape and dumb, 

"And monarchs with terror shake ! 
"Over the walls of majesty, 

'Upharsin' is writ in words of tire, 
"And the eyes of the bondsman, wherever they be, 

"Are lit with wild desire. 
"Soon shall the thrones that blot the world', 
"Like the Orleans, into the dust be hurl'd, 
"And the world roll on like a hurricane's breath, 
"Till the farthest slave hears what it saith : 
" * A rise, arise, be free ? " 






COMMISSION AS CHAPLAIN. 

COPY OF ORIGiNAI.. 



In the name and by the authority of the State 
of Ohio : Duncan McArthur, Governor, and 
Commander-in-Chief of said State. To Fran- 
cis J. Ruth, Greeting : 

It appearing to me that you are 

duly appointed Chaplain of the First Regiment, 



Digitized by 



Google 



LIFE OF REV. F. J. RUTH. 43 

First Brigade, and Eleventh Division, of the 
Militia of this State ; and 4:hat special trust 
and confidence are reposed in your courage, 
activity and good conduct : 

Now, know you, that by virtue of the pow- 
ers vested in me by the Constitution and Laws 
of said State, 1 do b}' these presents Commis- 
sion you as Chaplain of said Regiment, hereb}^ 
authorizing and requiring you to discharge all 
and singular the duties and services appertain- 
ing to your said office, agreeable to Law ; and 
to obey such instructions as you shall from 
time to time receive from your superior offi- 
cers. 

In testimony whereof, I have 
hereunto subscribed my name, and 
caused the Great Seal ot the State 
to be affixed, at Columbus, the 
2oth day of October, in the year of our Lord, 
1832, and in the 57th year of the Independence 
of the United States of America. 
By the Governor. 

D. M. Mc ARTHUR. 

M. n. KiRBV, 

Sect'y of State. 



< STATE )• 
( SEAL. ) 
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^^HE prospect of greater usefulness at other 
^^ points, where I had been preaching, finally 
induced me to resig^n the Ashland, and con-' 
nected congregations, and to accept a call to 
Bucyfus, and to remove to that place. I had 
preached somewhat regularly in Bucyrus since 
December, 1832, but did not organize our En- 
glish Lutheran congregation there until the 
loth of January, A. D. 1833. Some time be- 
fore this latter date, I became acquainted with 
the Rev* John Stough, a German Lutheran 
minister, who resided a few miles distant from 
Bucyrus. This aged brother frequently as- 
sisted me on Sacramental occasions in my 
charge, until near his death, which occurred in 
A. D* 1845, 

Father Stough, as he was familiarly called, 
was far advanced in life when I first became 
acquainted with him, but he )/et retained a 
good memor}^, and a remarkable degree of 
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mental vMgqr, and a strong voice, as well. He 
was a godly man, a sound theologian, and a 
very pleasant speaker. He was the first regu- 
lar Lutheran minister who crossed the Alle- 
ghanv Mountains to preach the gospel in Ohio. 
Some time before his death he united v/ith the 
English Lutheran Synod of Ohio and adjacent 
States, and was elected Senior of the Synod 
and Ministerium. 

It maj^ be interesting to give an account, in 
this place, oi the organization of the first 
English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Ohio 
and adjacent States. 

At a meeting of the German Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod of Ohio, held at Lancaster, 
Ohio, on Trinity Sunday and following days, 
A. D. 1836, permission was given to form an 
English Synod within the bounds of the Ger- 
man Synod of Ohio. At a convention held by 
the English members then present, the Eng- 
lish Synod of Ohio and adjacent States, was 
organized by the election of ofl[icers, and ad- 
journed to hold its first regular session in Som- 
erset, Ohio, on Sunday, the 6th of November, 
A. D. 1836. 

Accordingl)', on Saturday the 5th, a number 
of the brethren having assembled, the services 
preparatory to the administration of the Holy 
Communion were performed, and a sermon 
preached by Rev. Andrew Kuhn, on Acts, 
17:30. In the evening divine services were 
held, and a discourse delivered by Mr. Solo- 
mon Ritz, on istCor. 15:14. (From Minutes.) 
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On Sunday morning a crowded and atten- 
tive audience was assembled in the church, 
and the Holy Lord's Supper was administered 
to a large number -of communicants, by Rev. 
Charles Henkel, pastor loci, and Rev. James 
Manning, President of the Synod. The Sac- 
ramental discourse was preached by Rev. E. 
Greenwald, on Luke, 22:19.20. In the after- 
noon. Rev. James Manning deUvered the pas- 
toral discourse, to 'a delighted audience; text, 
Isaiah, 40:11. In the evening Rev. Francis J. 
Ruth preached to. a large audience, from 2nd 
Tim. 1:10. 

On Monday, November 7th, A. D. 1836, at 
9 o'clock, a. m., the ministers and lay delegates 
having assembled at the house of the pastor - 
loci, they proceeded together from thence in 
procession to the church, where,* immediately 
upon entering the house, they united in singing 
a hymn, and on bended knees joined in prayer 
with the president to implore the guidance and 
blessing of the Lord on , the deliberations of 
Synod. 

The roll having been called, the following 
brethren were found to be present : 

I. ORDAINED MINISTERS. 

Charles Henkel, Somerset, Ohio. 
James Manning, Annapolis, Ohio.. 
John B. Reck, Shanesville, Ohio. 
E. Greenwald, New Philadelphia, Ohio. 
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2. LICENSED CANDIDATES. 

Francis J. Ruth, Bucyrus, Ohio. 

Elihu Rathbun, Saegerstown, Crawford co., Pa. 

Amos Bartholomew, Somerset, Ohio. 

Joseph A. Roof, Circleville, Ohio. 

Andrew Kuhn, Wooster, Ohio. 

Abraham Weil, Washington, Pa., was absent. 

3. LAY DELEGATES. 

The following lay delegates presented their 
credentials, and took seats as members of the 
Synod : 

Chas. Manning, rep. cong*s of Rev. C. Henkel. 
John Judy, jun., " '' Rev. E. Greenwald. 
Wm. F. Moeller " " " A. Bartholomew 
Jacob SmyserjSr.,"^ *' " A. Kuhn. 

The Synod, was, consequently, composed or 
thirteen members, nine ministers, and four lay 
delegates. 

The president informed the convention that 
the time for which the former officers were 
elected, had expired, and that a new election 
of officers must now be held by ballot, accord- 
ing to the constitution, and appointed Rev. 
Elihu Rathbun and Wm. F. Moeller, Esq., 
tellers, to receive the v^otes ; whereupon the 
following result was declared : 

Rev. James Manning, President ; 
*' E. Greenwald, Secretary ; 
" Charles Henkel, Treasurer. 

At this meeting of Synod I was examined 
by a committee appointed for that purpose, 
and recommended to the ministerium for ordi- 
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nation. The solemn ceremon}' of ordination 
was performed on Tuesday evening, Novem- 
ber 8th, A. D. 1836, in the presence of a large 
and deeply interested congregation. The or- 
dination sermon was preached*by Rev. John 
Reck ; text, Ezekiel 47:8-9: 

"Then said he unto me, these waters issue 
out toward the east country, and go down into 
the sea: which being brought forth into the 
sea, the waters shall be healed. And it shall 
come to pass, that everything that liveth, which 
moveth, whithersoever the rivers shall come, 
shall Hve: and there shall be a very great mul- 
titude of fish, because these waters shall come 
thither: for they shall be healed; and everything 
shall Hve whither the river cometh." 

The ordination service was read by the 
president. Rev. James Manning, and the clos- 
ing prayer was offered by Rev. Charles Henkel. 
The president and secretarj, rogrether with 
Revs. Henkel and Reck, performed the laying 
on of hands. 

'''Tis not a cause of small import 

"The Pastor's care demands ; 
"But what might fill an angel's heart, 
"And filled a Savior's hands." 

"They watch for souls, for which the Lord 

"Did heavenly bliss forego ; 
"For souls which must forever live 

"In rapture or in woe." 

"May they that Jesus, Whom they preach, 

"Their own Redeemer see ; 
"And watch Thou daily o'er their souls, 

"That thev mav watch for Thee." 
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COPY OF ORIGINAL. 

Be it known to all to whom these presents 
shall come : 

That the Reverend Francis Jacob Ruth 
w^as solemnly ordained Pastor, b}^ the English 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Ohio, and ad- 
jacent States, and is hereby fully authorized to 
perform all requisite ministerial acts. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 
hand, and affixed the seal of the ministerium. 

Done at Somerset, Ohio, this eighth da}' of 
November, in the year of our Lord, one thous- 
and eight hundred and thirty-six. 

[seal] JAMES MANNING, 

^ President ot the Eng. Ev. 
(Luth'n Synod, of Ohio. 
Attest : E. Greenwald, Sec. 



In the Bucyrus congregation I had great 
success, more so than in any ot the other con- 
gregations composing my charge. 

Every winter from 1839, until I resigned the 
charge, my labors in catechising the young, 
and in making special efforts for the revival of 
religion in the congregation, were blessed of 
God in a remarkable degree, and large num- 
bers were brought into the visible fold of Christ. 

In the Spring of 1836, the congregation pur- 
chased a lot for a cemetery, and also a lot for 
a church building. This latter place was in 
the center of the town, and hence was well 
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situated for its purpose. A house of worship 
was accordingly erected, a brick building, large, 
substantial and commodious. This church 
was, however, not finished until some years 
after its erection, but it answered its purpose 
very well, for all that, and many were the souls 
which were delivered from the power of dark- 
ness, and translated into the kingdom of God's 
dear Son, within its walls. 

In process of -time we organized a Sunday 
School in the church, which elicited a great 
deal of interest at its commencement, and 
grew and flourished as long as I remained 
their pastor. Praj^er meetings, and meetings 
for testimony were begun, in the early part ot 
my ministry there, and were maintained to the 
end of my labors in that church. I can trulj^ 
say that I had many joyful experiences amongst 
the people of that congregation ; happy sea- 
sons, which I shall alwaj^s recall with pleas- 
ure, while I live. 

On the 9th of October, 1836, I was inter- 
married with Miss Louisa H. Hough, of Rich- 
land county, Ohio. This amiable and excel- 
lent lady, whose piety and devotion no one 
could call into question, was a helpmate to me, 
and for me, in very truth and deed. I am 
persuaded that very much of my success in 
the Buc)Tus congregation, was owing to her 
fervent prayers, and truly godly example and 
influence. 

We lived happily together for the space of 
nearly fifteen years, when it pleased our heav- 
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enly. Father to call her gentle spirit home to 
Himself^ She fell asleep in Jesus on the 5th 
da}^ of July, 185 1, in the 32nd year of her age. 
This was a great loss to me. I felt that I was 
bereaved, indeed. 1 was left with two. sm^ll 
sons to care for, and knew not how I should 
meet the added responsibilities arising out of 
m)^ now changed circumstances. But God 
enabled me, by his free and omnipotent grace, 
to resign myself wholly to his will. It seemed 
to me that I could hear the Spirit of God whis- 
pering in my ear, the words of the Evangelical 
Prophet : '^ Who is he that walketh in darkness, 
and hath no light ? Let him trust in the name 
of the Lord, and stay upon his God." 

I shall ever thank and praise our God and 
Father in Heaven, that He gave me such a 
devoted companion. 



A POEM BY MRS. R. T. 

DEATH OF MRS. LOUISA RUTH, FIRST 
WIFE OF FRANCIS. J. RUTH. 

"O, breathe her name gently — in low pensive tone, 
The tear of affection to bright eyes will start ! 
O, shed not a tear — Oh, hush not a moan, 

Jesus wept o'er the dead ! tears lighten the heart. 

O, why do the fairest fade soonest from earth? 

By the hand of affection unceasingly nursed, 

Warm friends may be near from the hour of their 
birth, 
But the heart, the tried heart with sorrow may burst. 
Like a rose-tree that's trained with unceasing care, 
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And blossoms with beauty and fragrance awhile,. 
'Twas thus that she drooped in this cold world of care. 

And a fond mother weeps o'er the grave of her child. 

'Twould seem the death-angel stood near from her 
birth, 

(So lovely, so fragile, so gentle she seemed;) 

To bear her away from this cold heartless earth, 
To the home of her Father, where joy reigns supreme. 
O, 'tis well that a few of this cold earth is given. 
Where smiles are so full of affection's pure light, 
They point our thoughts to yon blissful heaven. 

Where hearts arc ne'er touched by grief's chilling 
blight. 

Farewell, sweet Louisa, may thy memory linger — 

In the hearts of the few who can dream of thy 
worth. 

Till the life pulse is stilled by death's icy finger — 
Then they'll meet in heaven beyond this cold earth." 



I continued a widower until the 7th of June, 
A. D. 1853, when I was married to Miss Leah 
H. Hill. With this devoted woman 1 have 
Hved up to the time of this writing. God has 
been pleased to honor our union by the birth 
of two sons, who are living to comfort and 
care for their parents, now in the decline ot 
their earthly pilgrimage. 

May those sons, who yet survive, ever trust 
in their father's God, and ever strive to so live, 
amidst the numerous and ever-varying con- 
flicts of this militant state, so that when both 
they and their parents shall together sleep in 
the dust of the earth, we all ma}^ meet and 
greet on the ''ever green shore," — ''where the 
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wicked cease from troubling ; and where the 
weary be at rest.'' 

**Wc let the tender office long engage 

To rock the cradle of reposing age ; 

With lenient arts extend a mother's breath. 
Make languor smile, and smooth the bed of death; 

Expose the thought, explam the asking eye, 

And keep awhile one parent from the sky." 

• During the early part of my ministry in the 
Bucyrus church, a young man, Mr. Abraham 
H. Myers, was converted, and soon after this 
change became impressed that he ought to de- 
vote his life and energies to the work of the 
ministry. He did not confer with flesh and 
blood, but consented at once, to obey the 
heavenly calling ; and so soon as the necessa- 
ry arrangements could be made, he began the 
work of preparation for the sacred oflSce. In 
due time Bro. Myers was received as a mem- 
ber of the English Evangelical Lutheran Syn- 
od, and labored mostl}' in Ashland and Wayne 
counties. Bro. Myers was a man of consider- 
able ability, was very energetic, and possessed 
an indomitable will. Hence, whatsoever he 
undertook, he would not rest until the object 
was accomplished. He died in the gospel 
harness, at Rowsburg, Wayne county, Ohio, 
in the prime ot life, and it was said, most tri- 
umphantly — and was buried in the cemetery 
near Bucyrus. 

The following incident may be given here. 
It was in the year A. D. 1838, perhaps, that 
certain laborers in the employ of Mr. Abraham 
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Halm, of Bucyrus, while excavating a water- 
course in the vicinity of the village, found the 
greater part of the skeleton of a mastodon. 
This skeleton was particularly interesting, and 
important to science, as the head and skull 
bones Were perfect in their parts, and furnished 
the only known specimen from which a cor- 
rect idea could be obtained respecting the mas- 
sive and singularly shaped head of this animal. 
The horizontal length of this skull was three 
feet and three inches ; and the perpendicular 
height three feet and two and one-hall inches. 
The weight of the skull and upper jaw was 
1 60 pounds. The length ot the back and mo- 
lar tooth was seven and a-half inches. The 
weight of the lower jaw was seventy-seven 
pounds, and this added to the weight of the 
skull and upper jaw, made the weight ol the 
entire head, 287 pounds. These bones were 
subsequently sold to some English gentlemen, 
who designed them for the British museum, in 
London. 

The English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 
Ohio and adjacent States, met in Millersburg, 
Holmes county, Ohio, in the month of Novem- 
ber, A. D. 1839. 

It was generally understood among the min- 
isters composing this body, that there was not 
as much unanimity of sentiment amongst them 
as could have been desired ; this was particu- 
larly true in regard to the relation subsisting 
between the mother Synod and this English 
offspring. Some of the brethren felt anxious 
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to separate entirely from the control of the 
German, or mother Synod ; for the English 
Synod was, practically, but a branch of the 
German body, and to unite with the general 
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
the United States. Others, and the members 
of the German Synod generally, were opposed 
to the measure. The minority of our own 
Synod, the English, were disposed to bind us 
still more closely, even to the German or moth- 
er Synod. Under these circumstances, a com- 
mittee was, on mojtion, appointed; consisting of 
three ordained ministers, who were charged 
with the duty of examining the constitution of 
the Synod, and of suggesting such changes 
therein, to the next meeting of the Synod, as 
they, in their judgment, might deem necessary 
and important. At the next regular meeting 
of the Synod, the above named committee 
made report o\ their work, and the report was, 
on motion, adopted by a considerable majority. 

After the adoption of the report on the re- 
vision of the constitution, the following resolu- 
tion was also adopted : 

'^Resolved, that this Synod is, and of right 
ought to be, free and independent, subject to 
the control and jurisdiction of no other Eccle- 
siastical body." The adoption of this resolution 
caused a separation, of course. The minority 
continued in the branch Synod, English, what 
there was left of it, and the majority called 
their Synod, after the separation, — "The Eng- 
lish Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Ohio and 
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adjacent parts." This Synod shortly afterwards 
united with the general Snyod of our church, 
and from the day of its new departure, onward, 
the Synod began to increase in numbers, and 
in influence, and to such an extent that all con- 
cerned could not but see and feel that the inde- 
pendence which it had assumed, was at once 
wise and right, and good. And besides, it 
was evident also, that the churches and people 
belonging to this Synod were decidedly well , 
pleased with the separation that had been ef- 
fected. 

The following action of this S3^nod, at its 
meeting in Washington, Guernsey county, Ohio, 
shows that the divorcement of the English 
from the German Lutheran Synod, had been 
secretly made the occasion for the indulgence, 
and subsequent manifestation of unbrotherly, 
not»to say unchristian feelings, on the part of 
the latter body. 

"Resolved, That inasmuch as the German 
Joint Synods of Ohio treated our worthy dele- 
gate. Rev. Dr. Hamilton, with contempt, we, 
the members of the English Evangelical Lu- 
theran Synod, cannot condescend to have any 
further intercouse with that Synod, until a 
suitable apology be made to this Synod. Un- 
less this is done, we cannot send or receive 
any delegate, or any minutes, to or from that 
Synod." 

At the annual convention of the English 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Ohio, and 
adjacent parts, at Washington, Guernsey 
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County, Ohio, on Friday the 14th of October, 
A. D., 1842, formal action was taken for the 
first time, looking to the establishment of a 
Literary and Theological Institution in Ohio. 
The action was recommended by committee 
No. I, to whom had been referred the presi- 
dent's annual report; the third item of which 
referred to the expediency of uniting with the 
Synod of the West, in sustaining a thelogical 
institution. Following is the report of the 
committee on that item, together with other 
matter in their hands on that subject : 

"It is the opinion of your committee that it 
is not expedient, at this time, to unite with our 
brethren of that Synod in their enterprise. The 
reasons why we cannot unite with them are 
found only in the circumstances by which we 
are surrounded. We entertain for our beloved 
brethren of that Synod*sentiments of profound 
respect and fraternal affection. We think we 
can accomplish more for the glor}^ of God by 
locating an institution in Ohio. If, however, 
Dur brethren of the Synod of the West will 
unite with us, we will cheerfully receive them 
on the same terms proposed to us. The com- 
mittee would now recommend the adoption 
of the following : 

"Resolved, That in humble reliance upon 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and alone for His glory 
and honor, we, now in Synod assembled, do 
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ordain and establish a Literary and Theological 
Institution." Respectfully submitted, 

Geo. Leiter, 
R. Weiser, 
H. Bishop, 
J. Roller, 
D. Tulles. 

The above resolution was unanimously 
adopted, and a committee of four persons ap- 
pointed to dralt and present to this body, a 
constitution for the Literary and Theological 
Institute above mentioned. The following 
persons were appointed : Revs. R. Weiser, 
Geo. Leiter, H. Bishop and W. A. Wadsworth. 

The above institution was located, in the 
first place, at Wooster, Wayne count}', Ohio, 
and Rev. Ezra Keller, D. D. of Hagerstown, 
Maryland, was called to take charge of it. 

Through the influence of Brother Keller, 
and certainly for good and suflScient reasons, it 
was subsequently removed to Springfield, Ohio, 
in A. D. 1844. 

A charter for this institution was obtained 
of the Legislature of Ohio, in the winter of 
1844-5, under the corporate name of "The 
Board of Directors of Wittenberg College." 
Dr. Keller was permitted to manage this 
young school of the Prophets but for a short 
time. He died in December, 1848. He was 
succeeded by Rev. Samuel Sprecher, D. D., 
LL. D., who is still connected with the 
Institution. 

The London congregation, near Shelb}^, was 
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organized in the autumn of A. D. 1833. I had 
however preached more or less in that commu- 
nit}^ since the Spring of 1832. Soon after the 
organization ot this church, the congregation 
purchased a lot of ground, about one mile 
south of the village of L^ondon, tor the burial 
of the dead, and a site for a house of worship. 
In due time a church edifice was erected on 
the ground, a frame, two stories high, with 
galleries on three s^des ; but the building was 
never finished in that form, but was cut down 
to one stor}^ in height, and finished in a neat 
manner and in modern style. This congrega- 
tion soon began to grow, and prosper in ever}^ 
way. Prayer meetings and preaching services 
were usually well attended ; Sabbath Schools 
were introduced, and great interest was mani- 
fested in the cause, both by the more aged, and 
by the 3^oung; and the work prospered greatly, 
and much good was accomplished. My efforts 
in catechising the young in this congregation 
were especially blessed of God. I confirmed, 
on one occasion, fifty-two catechumens, the 
greater part of whom were young men and 
young women. 

The communion season, on that occasion, 
was one of peculiar interest, and peculiar bles- 
sing. The day, itself, was one of exceptional 
beauty and loveliness, the assemblage of peo- 
ple was remarkably large, and a lively interest 
in the religious services and exercises of the 
occasion was clearly manifested by all present. 
A visible seriousness pervaded tfie entire con- 
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gregation, and evidences pf the presence and 
power of the Holy Spirit were alike seen and 
felt. This meeting was held in the church, 
several years prior to the time when the house 
was changed into a one-story building, and 
finished as it is now. 

The following incident occurred on that oc- 
casion : A certain man, in order to make room 
for others, climbed up the side of the house, 
and seated himself on one; of the beams that 
supported the framework of the gallery. The 
sermon deHvered on that occasion was very 
practical in its nature, and wa^ pronounced 
with such remarkable power and pathos, that 
all hearts present were thrilled by the truth, 
and overborne by the irresistible logic of the 
preacher. The audience seemed to be spell- 
bound ; sighs, and tears, and groans, indicated 
the pungency of the sermon, and pending that 
baptism of power from on high, the accommo- 
dating neighbor, who had climbed up upon the 
beam of the house, surprised the entire audi- 
ence by his vehement outcries, as if in great 
distress, his utterances meanwhile being com- 
mingled with ejaculatory prayer. That was a 
moment of supreme religious interest, the like 
of which is rarely witnessed, even by the most 
pious, devoted and successful embassadors of 
Christ. 

In the early part of my labors in the London 
congregation, I met with some opposition oc- 
casionally, from members of other denomi- 
nations. The Baptists contended, of course. 
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tor immersion, as the only proper mode of 
Christian baptism. The undue interference ot 
this people, with the concerns of our church 
and people in that community, made it neces- 
sary that I should preach a sermon on the sub- 
ject of baptism; especiall}^ on the subjects, and 
the mode of baptism; and which I also did in 
due time, and that single discourse seemed to 
answer every purpose, for the Baptist people in 
the neighborhood were never hei^rd to criticise 
my discourse afterward, and they soon left for 
other parts. 

The Church of God, so called, better known 
however, as Winebrennarians, came into that 
neighborhood also, and commenced to preach 
their peculiar tenets, and to operate their pecu- 
liar methods for proselyting members from oth- 
er churches. 

A favorite and ever-recurring theme of dis- 
course, and discussion, both in public and in 
private, was ^'Sinless Perfection." 

This idle notion I also felt myself called up- 
on to expose, and to warn the people against 
the insidious error. The consequence was 
that in a short time afterwards, those families, 
nearly all of them, left that community also, to 
seek, perhaps, a more congenial religious cli- 
mate. 

UniversaHsts, too, were found in the vicinity 
round about London, but the conduct of some 
ot their number was so glaringly inconsistent, 
even with the dictates of common sense, that 
they might be said to have done neither much 
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harm, nor much good. 

In reflecting upon my labors amongst that 
people, I feel that I have good and sufficient 
reasons to believe that my work there has not 
been in vain; but that I was humbly instru- 
mentJil, under God, in accomplishing some 
good. 

The first and leading members of the Lu- 
theran church at London, were Mr. John 
Hershizer, Esq., Mr. John Snider, Mr.. A. 
Yiengst, the Wisers, Mr. Abraham Bushey, 
Sr., and Mr. A. Hershizer. Much is due to 
Mr. John Hershizer, for the early prosperity, 
and the subsequent permanent growth and de- 
velopment of that church arid congregation. 

The pleasant and profitable experiences in 
the pastoral relation, do not belong solely or 
especially to any one christian minister; but 
are possessed and enjoyed by every true and 
faithful shepherd alike. 

While the pastoral relation has its peculiar 
perplexities and trials, it has also its peculiar 
advantages and blessings; and the remem- 
brance of these things is always attended with 
pleasure and delight. 'The mutual confidence 
and affection which so naturally arise between 
a faithful pastor and an equally faithful people, 
are things which are not forgotten, when the 
relation which gave them birth ceases to exist 
in a formal manner. 

Memory clings to those virtues with peculiar 
tenacity; and especially is this the case in 
instances where those moral graces have been 
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strengthened and matured by years of time, 
and tested, withal, by the numerous and vary- 
ing trials, and sorrows which are incident to 
this inconstant life. 

The Christian minister never, really, outlives 
his recollections of the places where, and the 
people amongst whom he was called to exer- 
cise the functions of his high and holy voca- 
tion. He loves to recall, and dwell upon the 
numerous and ever interesting scenes, and 
happy experiences which occurred during the 
3^ears of his most active service in the vine-: 
yard of the Lord. The Hues of the poet very 
aptly express the true status of his mind in 
this respect : 

'*Still o'er those scenes my memory wakes, 

And fondly broods with miser care ; 
Time but the impression deeper makes, 

As streams their channels deeper wear." 

The Sulphur Springs congregation was or- 
ganized in A. D. 1834. They worshipped for 
several years in either private houses or in the 
village school house, when it could be had for 
that purpose. But in process of time our peo- 
ple in that community became strong enough 
numerically, and financially, to build a commo- 
dious frame church in the place, and to dedi- 
cate it to the service of God, free from debt. 

In this congregation there was maintained, 
for a number of years together, a model 
prayer meeting, and a model Sunday school. 
The members of the church were remarkably 
punctual in their attendance upon the public 
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means of grace, and were all disposed to do 
what they severall)^ could for the advancement 
of the cause of God. 

During one of our protracted meetings, in 
the early history of this church, a certain gen- 
tleman, whose name was Patrick Mclntire, an 
aged man, who had been born and reared in 
the Roman Catholic faith, was, with his whole 
family, converted, and brought into the church. 
Mr. Mclntire was utterly ignorant of letters or 
books, and had spent the greater part of his 
more active life in the occupation of a seaman 
or sailor. His conversion occurred when he 
was past sixty years of age. He was gifted 
in a high degree with a good memory, with 
great kindness of heart, and with remarkable 
readiness of speech. But he was especially 
gifted in prayer, in the act of which he was al- 
ways earnest in spirit, and appropriate in 
thought and language. Father Mclntire, as he 
was familiarly called, became very useful in 
the church and in the community, and was 
elected as an elder of the church, which office 
he magnified by a consistent conversation, to 
the end of his life. 

Mr. James Burk, a citizen of Sulphur 
Springs, and a hatter b}^ occupation, who was 
much addicted to the excessive use of ardent 
spirits, was also, at one of our revival meetings, 
converted to God, and received into fellowship 
with the church. He subsequently lived a lite 
of sobriety, doing justly, and loving mercy, 
and walked humbly with his God. 
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His case was a marked illustration of the 
truth of the proposition, that the grace of God 
imparted in the work of regeneration, is a sure 
cure, if not the only certain remed}*, for con- 
firmed inebriation. 

Mr. Burk, having no family or friends to 
provide for, left what property he had man- 
aged to save, to the Sulphur Springs congre- 
gation ; and having proven himself faithful, 
even unto death, we may hope that he has ob- 
tained the promised crown ot life. 

Among the early members ot this church, I 
may mention Messrs. John G. Stough, Isaac 
Rice, John G. Fry, Horatio Markley, and An- 
drew Hess, all of whom were active members 
of the organization, each contributing his ap- 
propriate share towards the furtherance of the 
common cause which they had severally es- 
poused. These brethren, with others, were 
uniformly very kind to me ; but Brother John 
G. Stough, who sat under my preaching for 
about twenty consecutive years, was especially 
thoug^htful of, and helpful to me, and to m}^ 
family. From him I received much, and often 
very timely encouragement, during the early 
days of our association. He often proved 
himself to me a friend in time of need. 

"Friendship's an abstract of love's noble flame^ 
'Tis love refin'd, and piirg'd from all its dross, 
The next to angel's love, if not the same, 
As strong in passion is, though not so gross ; 
It ante-dates a glad eternity. 
And is a heaven in epitome." 
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Some time durinjj the year A. D. 1834, ' ^^* 
ganized the congregation known as the Myers 
Church, distant about three miles west from 
Shelby, Richland county, Ohio. In a short 
time our people here built a small log church, 
on a part of their cemetery ground. 

Here I catechised the young, and also con- 
ducted special efforts with a view to the pro- 
motion of religious revival among the people 
of the community ; and those meetings were 
attended with encouraging success, and nu- 
merous accessions were made to the church. 
Prayer meetings were, in due time, commenced 
and sustained in the congregation, and Sab- 
bath School instruction was given, also, and 
the work of the Lord was prospered in th<at 
place. As there were some few persons in 
that neighborhood who could not understand 
the English language well enough to profit by 
English preaching, arrangements were made 
by which the services o{ Rev. Andrew Kuhn 
were secured, and he preached in connection 
with me for several years, in the German lan- 
guage, and thus all parties were accommoda- 
ted. The first and leading members of this 
organization were, Messrs. Wm. Creager, Jno. 
Dull, J. Rex, F. Toney, John Snyder, and 
others. 

The Mount Bethel congregation was organ- 
ized, if I am not mistaken, about the year A. 
D. 1833, by the Rev. D. Schue, a German Lu- 
theran minister. This congregation, when I 
first became acquainted with it, worshipped in 
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a log church, situated about four miles south- 
east of Shelby, Ohio, 

1 took charge of this congregation some time 
during the year 1834, ^"^ reorganized the 
church. A short time after 1 had taken charge 
of that people, a desire began to be expressed 
by some to have preaching occasionally, at 
least, in the German language* Arrangements 
were made accordingly, and the services of 
Rev. A. Kuhn were secured, and we preached 
alternately, each once every four weeks, he in 
the German, and myself in the English lan- 
guage. After laboring amongst that people 
for several ^^ears, I proposed to hold a series 
of meetings, for the special purpose of securing 
a revival of religion. I knew that I should 
mpet with some opposition from certain breth- 
ren in the church, but being convinced that it 
was my duty to make such an effort, I consult- 
ed the council on the subject, and they con- 
sented that I might proceed to hold such a 
meeting, provided, however, that I would 
preach onl}^ Lutheran doctrine. I consented 
to those terms, of course, and accordingly I 
announced the opening of such an effort, and 
exhorted the people, both saints and sinners, 
to prepare themselves for attendance upon the 
meetings, not only, but also for the coming of 
the Lord, among us, in awakening and con- 
verting power. In due time the meeting was 
commenced, and I was assisted in the work by 
Rev. Kuhn. The people turned out to the 
meetings en masse, and with marked in- 
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terest. The effort began about midweek, and 
on Sabbath following I preached a discourse 
on the necessity of regeneration, and pressed 
the subject home to every heart present. One 
ot the elders of the church sat immediately in 
front of me, and I noticed that he became very 
uneasy under the sermon. His restlessness in- 
creased as I proceeded with my remarks, until 
he seemingly could endure no more, when he 
arose in his place, and remarked : "'Brother 
Ruth, you are not preaching Lutheran doc- 
trine ;" and I replied, ''Yes, sir, my brother, 
this is Lutheran doctrine, pure and unmixed, 
and it is Bible doctrine, too, and ii you will sit 
down and wait, I will show you that this is 
Lutheran doctrine." 1'he elder was greatly 
agitated, but he sat down, and I proceeded 
with my discourse. But I had not gone far 
betore the elder rose up a second time, and 
protested that I was not preaching. Lutheran 
doctrine, he "knew what Luther taught," he 
could not be deceived, and he wanted to hear 
no more ol my preaching ; and suiting his ac- 
tions to the word, he took his hat and started 
for the door, and standing on the threshold, he 
turned and faced the congregation, and making 
a low bow to us all, he bade us farewell, and 
left the church, and never entered it again af- 
terwards. 

There were others, of the older class of peo- 
ple, who also opposed both the doctrines we 
preached, and the methods which we employed 
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for. the purpose of developing the work of the 
Lord. Notwithstanding the opposition that 
secretly existed to our meetings, the effort re- 
sulted most gloriously. A large number of 
persons, of all ages, w^ere converted to God, 
and united with the church. There were also 
a number of persons who had belonged to the 
church for years past, who for the first time 
in their lives were led to embrace reHgion ex- 
perimentally. 

One aged member, who was laboring under 
conviction, approached Brother Kuhn and my- 
self, in front of the church, and inquired, with 
evident emotion: '^Men and brethren, what 
must I do to be saved?'' I replied, ''Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, 
and thy house." It was at this meeting, I 
think, that Thomas Hill w^^s converted. He 
soon aiter went to Wittenberg College, and 
prepared himself for the ministry. He enter- 
ed the Lutheran ministry, but some years after 
went into the Presbyterian Church, and is la- 
boring there still. This, Mount Bethel Church, 
prospered very encouragingly, and many ot 
its members were pious and active christians, 
honoring their profession by a godly walk. and 
conversation. Among the first members of 
this organization were, Messrs. A. Myers, A. 
Eiler, John Rice, Lewis Hill, Sen., D. Flory, 
Wm. Feigner, Jacob Cannel, J. Raub, Chris- 
tian Wetz, and Jeremiah Kirkpatrick. 

The Spring Mill congregation was organized 
in 1838. The place of worship was a school 
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house, situated about three quarters of a mile 
south from the Spring Mill. The house was 
large and commodious, and the audiences, gen- 
erally, also large, and remarkably attentiv e to 
the preached word. There was also a Metho- 
dist organization in the same community, and 
the two societies occupied the same house al- 
ternately, and seemed to live and labor together 
very harmoniousl}'. The Methodist ministers 
held a meeting of some two weeks, continuous, 
in the place, but the effort did not prove to be 
successful, and they closed the meetings feel- 
ing no little discouraged and disappointed. 

Some time afterwards I was requested to 
commence a similar meeting, and after labor- 
ing hard for several days, I discovered that the 
Lord was about to revive his work amongrst 
us. The blessing soon came ; came with pe- 
culiar freshness and power, and twent3^-two 
souls were hopefully converted, and added to 
the church, as trophies of redeeming grace. 

During this meeting we had a family bap- 
tism, such as does not often occur in this part 
of the country. A man and his wife were 
converted, and they became impressed with 
the dut}' of consecrating their entire family to 
God, in the ordinance of christian baptism. 
They accordingly desired me to come to their 
house and attend to the administration of that 
rite. I acceded to their wishes, and baptized 
. all their children, ten in number. Those par- 
ents seemed to be determined to make a thor- 
ough work of their new departure. They 
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were not content with making a bare profes- 
sion of religion, nor with striving, alone, to 
make heaven their final home; they .would 
have their children share with them the present 
blessings of grace and salvation, and to rejoice 
with them, at last, in the world of glor}^ Sure- 
ly those go most certainly to heaven, who are 
most deeply concerned to have their children, 
their friends, and their neighbors, in the ark 
with them ! 

^ At his subsequent appointment, our Metho- 
dist brother took occasion to say to the people, 
concerning the meetings which had been held 
there : ''We Methodists shook the bushes, and 
the Lutherans gathered the birds." The 
brother was mistaken, however, in his judg- 
ment of the case ; for it had required a great 
effort on our part, to agitate the bushes, before 
the birds came flying into camp. 

The Spring Mill congregation in time began 
to grow, and flourish, and ultimately succeed- 
ed in erecting a fine church edifice, five miles 
northwest from Mansfield, on the Shelby road. 
Among the first members of this organization, 
were Messrs. C. Flory, David Berger, Samuel 
Startzman, Joseph Welch and John Wise. 

In the Spring of A. D. 1841, Brother Joshua 
Grouse came to see me at the Myers Church, 
with a view of securing my services occasion- 
ally, in preaching in his neighborhood. He 
represented the community as being almost 
entirely destitute of all public means of grace. 
The place is in Auburn township, Crawford 
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county, about one mile northwest from the old 
village of DeKalb. I agreed to visit the place^ 
and sent an appointment to that effect, with 
the brother. In due time I visited the neigh- 
borhood, and preached to the people, on a 
week-day evening. From what I could see 
and hear, respecting the prospect of building 
up a church in that community, I was very fa- 
vorably impressed. Hence I continued to 
visit the place, at intervals of Irom three to 
four weeks or more, lor several months, but 
only during the week. In the course ot time, 
however, I was able to preach there on the 
Sabbath day, generall3\ The place of worship 
was a regular log cabin school house, the first 
erected in the district. 

I had, in some way learned, prior to my first 
visit in that community, that Brother Crouse 
was laboring under serious impressions* that he 
ought to prepare himself for the work of the 
ministry. Hence when I first visited him at 
his house, I sought an opportunity to have an 
interview with him on the subject. The inter- 
view revealed the fact that he had serious 
thoughts upon that subject ; that he had al- 
ways, even from his earliest recollection, cher- 
ished the idea that he would, some time in life, 
devote himself to the work of the ministry; 
that his impressions in that direction had be- 
come very strong ot late, and that he felt very 
unhappy at times, because his Hfe was not in 
accord with his convictions of right and duty. 
He assured me also that he was fully persuad- 
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ed that if he should decide to follow any other 
employment, as a life-work, save that of 
preaching the gospel, he should never be a 
happy man. I was thoroughly convinced that 
the brother was called of God to the work of 
the ministry, and I encouraged him all that I 
could, advising him to enter at once upon a 
course of study preparatory to his entering in- 
to the work of the Gospel in the near future. 
In due time I furnished him with books, such 
as I thougnt would be proper for him to study, 
and thus I superintended his reading for sever- 
al jears. Having a good mind and a ready 
flow of language, the brother, b}' close appli- 
cation to study, was enabled in a short time to 
preach ver}^ acceptably and successfully. He 
assisted me in my protracted efforts, and his 
labors were eminently effective. He took 
charge of one of my congregations, and also 
assisted me in others, for the space of two 
jears or more, even before he was regularly 
authorized to preach. At the meeting of the 
English Evangelical Lutheran Sjmod of Ohio, 
at Wooster, W^yne county. Ohio, in Septem- 
ber A. D. 1844, Brother Grouse was, after 
passing a very credible examination, duly li- 
censed to preach the gospel. His progress in 
the whole work of preparation and preaching, 
was in every waj* encouraging; remarkable 
ev^en, and he soon became much beloved by 
the people in general, but particularly so by 
the people of the Lutheran Church, and was 
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generally regarded as one of our most able 
ministers of that day. 

In the month of February, A. D. 1842, a 
most remarkable awakening occurred amongst 
the young people in the school which was then 
being taught by Bro. J. Crouse, in his own dis- 
trict. 'J'hat work of grace permeated the en- 
tire community, and prepared the way, and 
furnished the material for the permanent or- 
ganization of a Lutheran Church in that com- 
munity ; and such an organization was effected 
during the summer of A. D. 1842. The or- 
ganization was called the "Oakland English 
Evangelical Lutheran Church." 

In this place, as had been my practice else- 
where, I catechised the young, and held fre- 
quent special meetings, looking to the revival 
of the work of the Lord among the people. 
Here a circumstance occurred that I am dis- 
posed to nxention in this place. A certain 
man, whose wife and daughter belonged to 
my catechetical class in that community, seeing 
that they were concerned about their soul's 
salvation, became very much enraged, and de- 
termined that his family should no more attend 
these services. He declared that he would 
Hive the best cow on his farm if I had never 
come into that neighborhood. The next morn- 
ing, however, he told his wile that he was de- 
termined to go to the school house himself, 
and see what was going on there. Having 
been advised of his conduct before his arrival 
at the place of worship, I watched him closely 
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while I was preaching. After preaching I in- 
vited all present, who felt the need of salva- 
tion, and who desired to be instructed and 
prayed for, to come forward and occupy a cer- 
tain seat. Several persons responded to the 
invitation, and when the services were over, 
and I had dismissed the congregation, and was 
in the act of leaving the house, I saw this man 
still in his place, and he seemed to be in dis- 
tress. I approached him, and inquired* how he 
was feeling. He immediately replied, "not 
very well.-' I saw at once that he was under 
conviction, and I told him so. He then asked 
me to remain with him a few moments, and 
pray for him. In the evening he was again 
present, and in a short time afterward, he, with 
a part of his family, united with the church. 
Thus the man was permitted to keep his cow, 
not only, but to enjoy besides, a bright hope of 
heaven, with all its riches, arid glory and 
blessedness. 

The Oakland congregation having taken its 
rise amid divine displays of awakening and 
converting power, it prospered from the very- 
day of its ecclesiastical birth. Both a prayer 
meeting and a Sabbath School had been estab- 
lished and maintained in the community, even 
before I began to visit the place, and both of 
those forms of Christian work and worship, 
were largely, if not entirely due to the religious 
zeaU energ}- and enterprise of our dear broth- 
er, J. Grouse. Among the first members of 
the Oakland Lutheran Church, were the 
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CrousCwS, the Eckises, the Handleys, the Ca- 
hills, and others. 

The following incident may be given here, 
to illustrate the difficulties with which we min- 
isters had to contend during the early history 
of our church in northern Ohio, The new de- 
parture taken, by the introduction of prayer 
meetings, and revival efforts, provoked, in 
many localities, a great deal of bitter feeling, 
not only, but of actual opposition, and threat- 
ened personal injury. 

During one of my protracted meetings in a 
certain church, I was being assisted by Rev, 
J. Crouse, and it soon became evident that the 
people were waking up to a sense ot their 
danger, and duty. There lived in that com- 
munity a man whose name was Diehl. He 
professed to be a member of the German Re- 
formed Church, but he was a very careless 
and wicked man, and held no formal connec- 
tion with any visible church organization. 
Besides, he was violently opposed to revival 
meetings, and especially to the use of the so- 
called mourner's bench. Now, it so happened 
that when the anxious were invited, on a cer- 
tain evening, to come to the altar of prayer, 
two of Mr. DiehPs daughters appeared 
amongst the inquiring also. By some means 
Mr. Diehl was informed of the movement of 
his daughters, and he became very much en- 
raged about the matter, and when the}^ return- 
ed home after the close of the services, he re- 
fused to let them enter the house that night. 
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and the}^ were compelled to seek shelter lor 
the night among their neighbors. The next 
morning Mr. Diehl was up early, and out 
among his neighbors, venting his bitterness 
against the meeting, and against the preachers 
particularly. He swore b}^ everything sacred 
that he would^go to the meeting house himself 
that day, and if the preachers persuaded his 
girls to come to that mourner's bench again, 
he would "thrash" both of them, and affirmed 
that he was able to do that very thing. We 
were intormed of his conduct, and cautioned 
against the possibility that he might attempt to 
execute his threats. 

At the appointed hour for public worship, 
we repaired to the church and proceeded with 
the usual exercises ; and sure enough, Mr. 
Diehl made his appearance among us also, and 
took a seat near the entrance door, and next 
to the aisle, a center aisle, and there he sat, the 
very picture of a demon. It was in the month 
of February, and the weather was chilly. He 
had no coat on, his pantaloon legs within his 
boot tops, his shirt sleeves rolled up above his 
elbows, and a home-made, broad-rimmed hat 
^on his head, and this he kept on during the ser- 
vices. It was Brother Grouse's turn to preach 
that morning, and when he concluded his dis- 
course, I gave a word of exhortation, and in- 
vited all present, who felt concerned about their 
soul's salvation, to come to the altar ot prayer, 
and a large number came forward, and among 
them the Misses Diehl. When their father 
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saw this he rose up and stepped out into the 
aisle, and menaced with his fists, and gritted 
his teeth, and began to move slowly towards 
us. At this point I called upon Brother Crouse 
to lead us in prayer, saying, "the very 'DiehP 
is in the house." The people at once fell upon 
their knees, and Brother Crouse stepped for- 
ward, and kneeled down in the mouth of the 
aisle, and prayed especially for the poor, mis- 
erable creature before him; asking God to vin- 
dicate his cause, by converting the enraged de- 
moniac, and that the man might become 
peaceful, and calm, and rational, that the peo- 
ple might have proof of the power of God tq 
subdue, and save even the worst of sinners. 
The poor man's courage utterly failed him, and 
before Brother Crouse had concluded his won- 
derful prayer, Mr. Diehl turned awaj' and left 
the house, and never afterwards gave us any 
more trouble. That Httle episode, instead of 
injuring the interests of that meeting, served 
rather to accelerate the good cause, and the 
work of the Lord went on gloriously. 

In the providence of God, it has been my 
privilege, during my long service in the active 
work of the ministry, to give encouragement 
to a number of young men to prepare them- 
selves to preach the gospel. Revs. A. H. 
Myers, C. Culler, I. Culler, J. Crouse, J. Ruhl, 
J. Heckenleible, Thomas Hill, Jacob Culler, C. 
S. Ernsberger, and E. Sheneberger ; these all 
went out from under my ministry, and some of 
them I had instructed specially, in the doc- 
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trines and duties of our holy Christianity, 
Brother John Ruhl was a young man of mark- 
ed piety and devotion, and great hopes were 
entertained for his future usefulness in the 
cause of God. He had fitted himself for the 
foreign mission work of our church, but he 
was not permitted to enter upon the work. 
He died while traveling through the churches 
raising tunds to defray his expenses to, and 
support while on a foreign field. His mortal 
remains were buried at Springfield, Ohio. 

The following incident will serve to illustrate 
the circumstances under which many of our 
strongest and most efficient churches of to-day, 
took their rise, forty and fifty years ago. 

' In the early Spring of A. D. 1841, 1 assisted 
Rev. P. P. Lane in a protracted meeting in the 
village of Plymouth, Richland count}^, Ohio. 
I remained with Brother Lane about one week, 
preaching .daily, morning and evening. On 
the evening after the inauguration of President 
Harrison, some boys outside the church we 
were occupying, began to throw up fire balls 
into the air, simply as a matter of innocent di- 
version, perhaps, but the circumstance created 
some confusion in the audience for a few mo- 
ments, some supposing the church to be on 
fire. After the sermon. Brother Lane deliv- 
ered a powerful exhortation, and a scene en- 
sued, such as I had never witnessed before, 
nor have I seen the like since that time. There 
were fifty anxious souls came forward for in- 
struction, and the prayers of God's people there 
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present, and some twenty-five backsliders arose 
at their respective places, and acknowledged 
their delinquencies, and asked pardon from all 
present for their past indifference, and negli- 
gence. The result of that meeting was glori- 
ous, laving the foundation and furnishing the 
material for an English Lutheran Church in 
that beautiful village. 

A desire began to be cherished by our 
brethren living in the northwestern counties of 
Ohio, to have a new Synod formed, embracing 
those counties. The principal reason for wish- 
ing the formation of a new S\'nod, was that 
the distance and the expense in attending upon 
the meetings of Synod would by that means 
be greatly lessened ; and as the new bod}^ 
would, for a while at least, be comparatively 
small, and could therefore be entertained in a 
larger number of places, and thus the good in- 
fluence exerted b)^ those ecclesiastical gather- 
ings, would be shared by a larger number ol 
our people. Hence at the meeting of the Eng- 
lish Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Ohio, and 
adjacent parts, at Washingtonville, Columbi- 
ana county, Ohio, the subject of a new Synod 
was brought up and vigorously discussed, and 
the result was that permission was granted to 
brethren living in the northwestern counties of 
^the State, to withdraw for the purpose of or- 
ganizing a new Synod. The brethren accord- 
ingly withdrew, and proceeded at once to or- 
ganize the new body. These transactions took 
place on the 8th day of June, A. D. 1847. The 
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Synod was organized b)' electing the usu- 
al officers, viz : Rev. F. J. Ruth, President, 
Rev. J. H. Hoffman, Secretary, and Rev. J. 
Seidel, Treasurer. The other brethren who 
were present and assisted in organizing the 
new Synod, were Revs. George Hammer, An- 
drew Kuhn, and J. Grouse. Brother Grouse, 
however, did not unite with the new organiza- 
tion at that time, for the reason that his ordi- 
nation had alread}^ been appointed to take 
place on the evening of that day, in the pres- 
ence of the old Synod. 

The new body was, by the unanimous con- 
sent of its founders, called "The Wittenberg 
Synod." Rev. J. Grouse, was on motion ap- 
pointed by the brethren present to report the 
action of our meeting to the old body ; and 
atter hearing said report, a motion of congrat- 
ulation was passed by the mother S^^nod, with 
a great deal of earnest enthusiasm. The sec- 
ond session of Wittenberg Synod was held in 
Tiffin, Seneca county, Ohio, commencing June 
17th, A. D. 1848. At this meeting of the new 
Synod, a number of accessions were received 
and added to the clerical roll of the body, and 
among them Rev. J. Grouse, w^ho presented a 
letter of transferance and recommendation 
from the old Synod. 

The life of a pioneer minister, forty, fifty 
years ago, was not, all things considered, the 
most desirable and pleasant ol lives. Many 
trials and hardships had to be met, and.it these, 
could not, in some waj', be over-mastered, then 
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they had to be endured, as best one could en- 
dure them. Of these difficulties, their num- 
ber and their nature, no one can form a correct 
conception, who has not learned to understand 
them by personal experience. The roads in 
the new settlements of* northwestern Ohio, 
where there were roads, were generally in 
very poor condition, and in certain seasons of 
the year, they were well-nigh impassable. 
Ministers were frequently compelled to lodge 
in unfinished cabins, scarcely worthy of being 
denominated shelters against the cold and 
storms of winter. Bedclothes were not infre- 
quently very scant in quantity, and often quite 
poor in quality, alsd ; and their fare, besides 
being coarse, was sometimes far from being 
palatable. But we were comforted with the 
thought that we were able to live a little while 
on that upon which our hosts subsisted all the 
time. We were frequently compelled to preach 
in private houses, in school houses, in barns, 
and in groves — in any place and every place, 
indeed, where the people could gather togeth- 
er in order to hear the gospel. To the praise 
of those early settlers be it said, however, that 
the generality of those pioneers, always mani- 
fested a disposition to show kindness towards 
the Lord's ambassadors, and to make them as 
comfortable .during their stay with them, as it 
was in their power to do. And I think I can 
safely venture to say, in behalf of those poor, 
jaded pioneer brethren, who labored with me 
in word and doctrine, in those early days in the 



Digitized by 



Google 



LIFE OF REV. F, J. RUTH. 83 

history of General Synod Lutheranism in north- 
western Ohio, that what we ministers then ap- 
preciated most, and best, was the hearty assur- 
ances given b}^ our hosts, of our being perfect- 
1}' welcome to their humble homes, and to all 
they could do to make our visits pleasant to 
ourselves. Ministers in those days had but 
little time, and little opportunity indeed, for 
reading and study. We were compelled to do 
most of our thinking while on horseback, or 
when favored, now and then, with a good and 
comfortable bed. One thing, however, was in 
our favor, the people to whom we preached, 
did not look for flowery sermons, but for plain, 
practical discourses, and the plainer and more 
direct the preaching, the better the people 
were pleased with it, and the larger and hap- 
pier were the results produced by it. 

*'The proud he tam'd, the penitent he cheer'd- : 

Nor to rebuke the rich offender fear'd. 

His preaching much, but more his practice wrought, 

(A living sermon of the truth he taught.) 

For this by rules severe his hfe he squar'd : 

That all miorht see the doctrine which thev heard," 
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I^'aving now labored in the Bucyrus church 
for a period of more than twenty 3^ears, 
that is, from December A. D. 1832, to April 
1852, and beHeving that I could be more useful 
elsewhere in the vineyard of the Lord, I re- 
signed the whole pastorate, and accepted a call 
to a new charge, which was at that time com- 
posed of the Lost Creek, Leesville, Galion, and 
New Castle congregations. I had previously 
labored in the Lost Creek congregation, and 
also in Leesville and Galion, and my work 
there had been attended with a good degree 
ol success. I am not able to say now, with 
certainty, whether the Lost Creek congrega- 
tion was organized by mysell, or by Brother 
Crouse ; but I am certain that I organized the 
church at Leesville, and reorganized the church 
at GaHon. I labored on this field from the 
spring of A. D. 1852, to the spring of 1861, 
and then resigned the entire charge. During 
my last term of service on this w^ork, my la- 
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bors in the Lost Creek congregation were 
crowned with encouraging success, and much 
apparent good was accomplished- Among the 
leading members of this church were the Ka- 
lers, the Werts, the Bishops, Dewalts, Elsers, 
Magers, and others. 

The Leesville congregation was organized, 
I think, in the early summer of A. D. 1843. 
Though the society was weak, numerically, yet 
they purchased a lot of ground, and built a 
good house of worship thereon. At the lay- 
ing of the corner stone, the lamented Ezra 
Keller, D. D., officiated. The congregation, 
for some reason, nev^er prospered a great deal, 
although the history of the church, even from 
its incipiency, had been characterized by fre- 
quent revivals of religion, and frequent acces- 
sions to its membership. Among the first mem- 
bers of this organization, were Peter Wert, 
Alexander Cannon, Jonas Hassinger, William 
Dargits, and Henry Heiss, with their families. 

The Galion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
was organized by Rev. Father Stough, in A. 
D. 1 83 1, and he preached tor the congregation 
for several 3^ears, in the German language. 
Father Stough was succeeded by Rev. Lauer 
and Rev. Andrew Kuhn, who also preached 
in the German language. Revs. J. Crouse, J. 
J. Hoflfman, Isaac Culler, and one or two oth- 
ers, perhaps, subsequently preached in Galion, 
in the English language. 

In process of time the German members of 
the congregation, and those who preferred 
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preaching in the German language, and who 
had assisted in the erection of the first house 
of worship, separated from the EngHsh portion 
ot the churchy and built a church of their own. 

The GaHon congregation was, in an early 
day, a prosperous organization, though they 
frequently were lelt, for months together, with- 
out a regular pastor. 

When I took charge of the' church in A. D. 
1852, there were but few members left of the 
English organization. I soon began to gather 
the young into classes, and to instruct them in 
the doctrines and duties of religion, and also 
to condvict special efforts for the awakening 
and conversion of sinners ; and the Lord own- 
ed and crowned mj^ labors with an encour- 
aging degree of success. 

As the congregation had become strength- 
ened in numbers, and enriched financially, they 
purchased a new lot, and erected thereon a 
brick church edifice, at a cost of about $4,500. 
After the erection of the new house of worship, 
the congregation began to agitate the idea of 
having divine service everj^ Sabbathjn the morn- 
ing and in the evening, and in process ot time 
the congregation resolved to separate trom the 
rest of the charge, and to maintain an inde- 
pendent, self-supporting position". After this 
action on the part of the GaHon congregation, 
I continued to serve the remainder of the 
charge for some time, but my health becom- 
ing much impaired, and finding it difficult, even 
almost impossible to continue my work, I re- 
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solved to resign the work, and did so, in 1875. 

The Scherer congregation, popularly so- 
called, was organized by Rev. M. Stover, who 
had preached tor a year or two in the Gallon 
church. I took charge of this congregation in 
A. D. 1854, and the society was at that time 
regarded as a part of the Gallon charge. They 
now have a new church, and a number of most 
excellent members. The organization, upbuild- 
ing and sustaining ot this congregation, is 
largely due to Messrs. John and Adam Scherer, 
and their families. 

The Lutheran congregation at New Castle 
was organized before I began to preach for 
them. They worshipped in a small frame 
church in the village. About two years alter 
I began my labors there, this congregation was, 
by common consent, transferred to the Riblet 
neighborhood, about two and a-half miles west 
of New Castle, on the GaHon road. Here a 
new church was built, and tor a time my labors 
amongst this people were blessed of God, and 
the good work seemed to prosper. After I 
ceased preaching in that place, the church se- 
cured the services of other ministers for a 
short time, but soon ceased to maintain public 
worship altogether. 

In the spring of 1861, I received a call to the 
Mount Zion charge, in Richland County, Ohio. 
This charge was composed of four congrega- 
tions; Mount Zion, Mifflin, Lucas, and St. 
Johns. There were many very excellent mem- 
bers in this pastorate; men, and women, who 
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were disposed to labor for God and for souls, 
and were very much attached to our church. 
Thre Mount Zion congregation is, I think, the 
best country church I was ever called to serve. 
M)^ labors here, during the first j^ear of my ser- 
vice, w^ere attended with much success; but 
afterwards, owing to our civil war, then in pro- 
gress, and the bad state of feeling engendered 
by it, I seemed to be no longer useful to the 
charge as such, and I finally concluded to with- 
draw from the work. I theretore resigned the 
charge in the spring of 1864, and accepted a 
call to return to the Galion charge. 

I think I might have gotten along with the 
greater part of the Mount Zion charge, and 
would have done so, but for the position, and 
spirit manifested by the Petersburg, or MiiBin 
congregation. The members of this congre- 
gation were all, with one single exception, con- 
nected with the Democratic party ; and they 
soon became unfriendly to me, because I re- 
joiced in the emancipation of American slav- 
ery, and also because I adhered to the Repub- 
lican party; all which I sincerely regarded as 
my right, and my^ privilege, as an American 
citizen. 

''What constitutes a State? 

Not high-raised battlement or laboured mound. 

Thick wall or moated gate; 
Not cities proud with spires, and turrets crown'd: 

Not bays and broad-armed ports. 
Where, laughing at the storm, rich navies ride; 

Not starred and spangled courts. 
Where low browed baseness wafts perfume to pride. 
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No ! Men, high minded men. 
With powers as far ahove dull brutes endued. 

In forest, brake, or den; 
As beasts excel cold rocks and brambles rude: 

Men, who their duties know% 
But know their rights, and knowing, dare maintain. 

Prevent the long-aim'd blow, 
And crush the tyrant, while they rend the chain: — 

These constitute a State/' 

In due time I returned to Galion, and took 
charge of the pastorate then known as the Gal- 
ion charge. This charge was then composed 
of three congregations; Lost Creek, Leesville, 
and Scherer's. I continued to labor on in this 
work until in 1875, when the state of my health 
became such that I was finall}' compelled to 
give up the charge. 

The people seemed to cling to me, notwith- 
standing my growing infirmities, and my fre- 
quent inability to meet my engagements to 
preach; and I found, too, that my own heart 
turned, as it were, instinctivel)^ towards the 
people of these churches, so that, if Pro\'idence 
had not interfered to forestall the continuance 
of my work in these congregations, it would 
have afforded me great pleasure to have re- 
mained with them. 

*'When forced to part from those w^e love, 

Though sure to meet to-morrow ; 

We yet, a kind of anguish prove 

And feel a touch of sorrow. 

But oh! What words can paint the fears 
When from those friends we sever, 
Perhaps to part for months — for years — 
Perhaps to part for ever." 
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In the Spring of 1877, my health being im- 
proved very considerable, I received, and ac- 
cepted a call to the Spring Mill charge, which 
was composed of the toUowing congregations; 
Mount Bethel, Spring Mill, Clay's, and Zeit- 
er's. I found those churches in a scattered 
condition, and the prospect for accomplishing 
much good in the charge, was, to say the least, 
not very flattering. 

There were, however, many excellent peo- 
ple in the charge, and these, I felt assured 
would stand by me, and assist me all they 
could, in building up the work ot the Lord 
among them. I labored hard on this charge, 
and the blessing of God attended my exertions; 
and I was both encouraged and comforted in 
seeing the various interests of the church mov- 
ing onward and upward under our hands. 
During my ministry here, a new house of wor- 
ship w^as erected in the Mount Bethel congre- 
gation, and another one commenced in the 
Clay congregation. 

I shall ever remember, with gratitude to our 
blessed God and Saviour Jesus Christ, the ma- 
ny acts of christian kindness that I received 
from many of the members pertaining to these 
churches, and my prayer is, and shall be while 
I live, that our heavenl}^ Father may abund- 
antly bless them, and prosper them, individu- 
ally, temporally, and spiritually. 

My health becoming again impaired, so that 
I could not attend with regularity, and with 
comfort to myself, to the various duties of my 
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pastoral relation, I was compelled to resign the 
work, after having labored on the charge for 
three 3'ears and six months, and was not again 
able to preach for a long time afterwards. I 
began to realize very sensibly, the fact that I 
was growing old, and that the infirmities which 
usually attend old age, were gradually announc- 
ing their presence, and evincing their power. 
I felt that much as I loved the w^ork of the 
ministry, and great as tvas the pleasure which 
I had alwa} s found in working with the gos- 
pel, I yet was fully prepared to resign myself 
wholly, and cheerfully to the will of Provi- 
dence ; and to trust implicitly in the wise and 
beneficent ruling of our gracious Father in 
heaven, touching the question of my ability to 
still labor in His cause in the world ; and also 
as to the length of my days on earth. 

"Why grieve that time has brought so soon. 

The sober age of manhood on ? 
As idly should I weep at noon. 

To see the blush of morning gone." 

Since I resigned the Spring Mill charge I 
have had no regular work, and was not, in- 
deed, in a condition, phj^sically, to have man- 
aged such a work. But I have labored some, 
especially in the Galion congregation, as a sup- 
ply, and. preached occasionally for several of 
ni)' brethren. 

I wish here to record my testimony in favor 
of well conducted prayer meetings, and meet- 
ings for Christian testimony, and Sabbath 
Schools. I introduced all those torms of wor- 
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ship, and work, and exercise, early in my min- 
isterial history, and have always found them to 
be of great benefit, alike to individuals and to 
congregations. I also wish to endorse the 
utility of protracted meetings, or special efforts 
for the purpose of securing the revival of be- 
lievers, and the awakening and conversion of 
sinners. 

But I do believe that more substantial and 
lasting good can be accomplished by the regu- 
lar catechisation of the young, by instructing 
them carefully in the doctrines and duties of 
our holy Christianity, as has been the time-hon- 
ored custom in the Lutheran church. I am- 
deeply impressed with the thought that the 
time is lapidly approaching, when the church- 
es, whose origin dates back to the Reforma- 
tion, will retrace their proceedings in regard to 
methods employed for the purpose of bringing 
souls to Christ, and will do all in their power, 
to make prominent the catechetical method of 
teaching and preparing men, the young partic- 
ularly, for membership in the church of Christ. 

Moreover, I have always, even from my 
early youth, been in favor of the temperance 
cause ; and have delivered many lectures and 
sermons on the subject ; and I do sincerely re- , 
joice at the growth, and the increasing power 
of the temperance work, in our own and in 
foreign countries. My prayer is that the good 
work may progress more and more, until all in- 
toxicants, and all traffic in the poisons, shall be 
utterly banished, and absolute!}^ prohibited in 
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every countr}-, and among all people. 

And I cannot forbear saying here, that with 
mite societies, so-called, and with church so- 
cials, I have had but little to do. They have 
never had my approval. I do not think them 
to be really beneficial to the vital interests of a 
christian society, but rather injurious. 

Thus I have given a very brief, but true ac- 
covuit oi my Hfe and labors in the ministry, for 
more than fifty years ; and if this brief history 
shall prove to be of any comfort and satisfac- 
tion to my family, and friends, and of any ben- 
efit to the Lutheran Church, under whose aus- 
pices, and for whose advancement and usetul- 
ness I have been permitted to toil so long, then 
the one and only end for which I have written 
these pages, will be subserved. 

I am now in my 8oth year, and owing to my 
want ot sufficient health and strength, I seldom 
attempt to preach. 

Whether my work on earth is finished or 
not, God only knows. I enjoy myselt well in 
old age, and amidst m)^ infirmities ; and find 
that I am still growing in grace, and in the 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. I am 
quite sensible that my days on earth are al- 
most at an end, arid that the hour of my de- 
parture draws on apace. 

I do most sincerely thank God, that He ever 
called me to l^ibor in word and doctrine in His 
vineyard ; and that he made me to be instru- 
mental in His hands, of doing some gopd to 
my fellow men ; and to His name be all the 
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praise. Soon I shkll be called away from this 
mundane sphere, and I have every reason to 
believe that I shall be saved, not on account 
of m}^ work, or worthiness, but alone through 
the mere}' of God, in Christ Jesus, my Lord. 

And now : "Unto Him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in His own blood, 
and hath made us kings and priests unto God 
and His Father, — to Him be glory and domin- 
ion for ever and ever. Amen. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



(f^ROM the autobiographer's own statements 
^^^ about the middle of the previous chapter, 
it will be remembered that his last regular work 
in the active ministry, was done in the Spring 
Mills charge. This charge he served from the 
spring of 1877 until some time in the fall of 
1880, when on account of failing health he re- 
signed, and was succeeded by the Rev. R. P. 
Reddick, in the following spring. 

The last four years of his life were spent in 
the peaceful quiet of complete retirement. By 
economical habits and good judgment in his 
temporal affairs, he was enabled to lay by a 
considerable sum of money, which he invested 
in real estate in the city of Galion. To the 
care of this property he gave some attention, 
though it never engrossed his mind. His situ- 
ation, therefore, during his retirement and in 
the infirmities of old age, was thereby made 
quite comfortable ; and those who visited him 
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and were familiar with his home life know how 
sweetly and happily his hours nt home were 
spent, and how well he enjoyed them. 

"This fond attachment to the well-known place. 
Whence first we started into life's long race, • - 
Maintains its hold with such unfailing sway. 
We feel it e'en in age, and at our latest day."" 

It would be an injustice to this account of 
his lite to pass by an event that transpired dur- 
ing his connection with the Synod of which 
he was an honored, though retired member. 
The following action of Wittenberg Synod, 
taken from the minutes of its convention, held 
in Plymouth, Ohio, August, 1880, will explain 
the nature of this event : 

"Whereas, The next meeting of our SA^nod 
will convene about the time of the semi-cen- 
tennial of Father Ruth's ministrj^ : Therefore, 
resolved, that we set apart Friday evening of 
the next convention of Synod, to hearing an 
address by Rev. F. J. Ruth, the subject to be : 
"Personal Reminiscences of His Fifty Years' 
Life and Work in the Lutheran Ministr}'." 

By the goodness and forbearance of Divine 
Providence, Brother Ruth's life was prolonged 
through the intervening year, and he was 
blessed with health and strength sufficient to 
enable him to attend the meeting of Synod at 
Carey, in September, 1881, and to deliver, at 
the time appointed, the above mentioned semi- 
centennial address to a large and appreciative 
audience. 
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At the conclusion of this address Rev. 
Dr. J. Crouse stepped into the pulpit, and in a 
few well chosen sentences presented to him a 
handsome purse containing one hundred dol- 
lars — a token of esteem from a few ot his 
many friends among the ministry; and the sev- 
eral churches where he had spent the years of 
his ministr3\ His gratitude for this kindness 
was afterwards expressed through the columns 
of the church papers in the following manner: 



A CARD. 

At the meeting of Wittenberg Synod, con- 
vened at Carey, W3^andot county, Ohio, on 
the 28th of September, A. D. 1881, after de- 
livering a semi-centennial address before Syn- 
od, I was presented, through Rev. J. Crovise, 
D. D., with a valuable gift, as an humble tribute 
of regard for me personally, and for my labors 
during fift}- years in the Lutheran ministry in 
northern Ohio. As I was not informed w^ho 
the donors were, I take this method of pre- 
senting my sincere and hearty thanks to the 
man}^ valued friends who so kindly contributed 
to this object. 

May God bless my friends richly, both in 
time and in eternit}', and I do hereb}^ assure 
them that this tribute ol regard will ever be 
remembered with gratitude. 

Your's Truly, F. J. Ruth. 
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lie was by nature contemplative, and as 
Wordsworth's lines so well express it — 

•Of a steady mind, 
N(^t speakino^ much ; pleased rather with the joy 
Of his own thou<^hts : by some especial care 
His temper had been framed as if to make 
A being — wHo by adding love to peace 
Might live on earth a life of happiness."" 

A good part o\ his time was occupied in 
readino;, writing, and meditation. Some scraps 
from his pen found here and there among his 
papers show that death and heaven were 
among the most favored subjects of his medi- 
tations. 

A SCRAP. 

''Some knowledge of heaven is necessary. 
Without this we could have no desire after it, 
no sympathy with it, no preparation for it. But 
our accpiaintance with it here is very imperfect. 
After all the developments ot inspired truth, it 
doth not yet appear what we shall be — it is a 
glory that is to be revealed. 'Eye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into 
the heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him.' 

Heaven is promised to all true believers ; 
but in order to obtain that glorious, promised 
inheritance, we must pass over the Jordan of 
death. The same was also true in relation to 
the Israelites. They were now commanded to 
go and take possession oi the promised land, 
a land flowing* with milk and honey : but in 
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order to do this they must first pass over Jordan/' 
He greatly enjoyed the consolations of the 
gospel he had so faithfully preached. His re- 
joicing was this : ''the testimon}' of his con- 
science that in simplicit}' and godly sincerity, 
not with fleshl}' w^isdom, but by the grace of 
God he had had his conversation in the world/' 
Thus he knew the peace that passeth under- 
standing. Looking around him he was assured 
that he had the respect of the world, the con- 
fidence of the church, and the smiles of 
heaven — and so the hope that maketh not 
ashamed, that is an anchor to the soul, was 
his. Conscious of steady growth in grace, and 
soon to close a long and toilful, though emi- 
nently useful life, with the evidences of his suc- 
cessful career in a score of well established 
churches all around him, he could say with 
Paul, "I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who 
hath enabled me, for that he counted me faith- 
ful, putting me into the ministry." 

His character and work were both of the 
Pauline stamp, sturdy, strong in faith, tried and 
true. His old age was honored and beautiful, 
because his life had been noble and beneficent. 
He was ripe for heaven and earth could not 
retain him long. 

The beginning of his last illness was on July 
lo, 1884. This seemed to be a complete pros- 
tration. He grew better in a few days, how- 
ever, and was able to be about again. On the 
evening of July 25th he grew w^orse, and ap- 
peared to be sinking rapidly. The next morn- 
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ing he became unconscious, and immediately 
the news ol his declining condition was sent 
to his relatives and friends. He became weaker 
and weaker as the day advanced, and by night- 
fall it was evident that death was near. By 
this time the whole city was apprised of his 
approaching dissolution. He lingered, sinking 
gradually, until 2:45 ^- "^-^ ^^" Sabbath, when 
he quietly passed away. 

"How calm his exit ! 
Night-de\v» fall not more gently o the ground, 
Nor weary, worn-out winds expire so soft." 

The following is a statement concerning his 
physical condition during his last years, given 
by his attending physician, at the request of 
the committee : 

Galion, Ohio, Aug. 2nd, 1884. 

Respected Friends : It is with no small de- 
gree ol emotion and embarrassment that 1 at- 
tempt to chronicle these few lines, on the obit- 
uary of '"Father Ruth," as we had learned to 
call him, and a worthy name it is in ever^^ 
sense of the word. Being a pioneer in this 
locality, he had pursued his untiring and useful 
labors even unto the ripe old age of seventy- 
nine years. I learned of him first in the year 
1868, at his late residence in Galion. I was 
called to advise with him as to his physical 
condition. I found a man of a bilious-nervous 
temperament, symmetrical in form, large lung 
capacity ; also a large and well-developed 
brain, the evidence of great power of endur- 
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ance to repel disease and to overcome obstacles. 
I have prescribed medicine for him at inter- 
vals, for sixteen years. Some attacks were 
very severe. The bane of his health through- 
out life, I will give in his own language : ''a 
torpid and inactive liver," that being the diag- 
nostic symptom in the case. Other vital or- 
igans from time to time became diseased. In 
March, 1884, he was attacked with malarial 
lever, accompanied with other difficulties, and 
was sick a number of weeks. At times his 
life was despaired of; but by God's blessing 
upon the means used, he was enabled to regain 
sufficient strength, and comparative health, so 
as to visit his old and highly-esteemed friends 
and neighbors in the city and country. 

On July loth he was taken ill with a severe 
attack of nervous prostration. The most di- 
agnostic symptom was insufficienc}^ of the 
heart's action. He gradually grew worse 
without sutfering any pain. His feelings I give 
in his own words : ''I have no pain at all, I 
feel good." During his entire illness his men- 
tal faculties were remarkably clear, and vigor- 
ously active on any and all subjects. In his 
last moments I said, "^'Mr. Ruth, you are now 
in a dying condition." He answered in a firm 
voice, ''Well," and nodded his head in the af- 
firmative. That was the last word he spoke. 
At 2:45 a. m., Sunday, July 27, he expired. 

Respectfully Yours, C. L. Coyle, M. D. 
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It was an hour of holy triumph ; and yet so 
pure and stron<^ was his influence for g(K)d, 
that all hearts were pained at their loss, and 
in common grief seemed to say, ''Help Lord: 
tor the godly man ceaseth ; for the faithful fail 
Irom among the children ot men." 

Notice of his departure was given at the 
Sabbath morning service, and by the time of 
the evening service, arrangements for burial 
were completed and announced for Tuesday, 
July 29, at 10 a. m. 

It was a bright and beautiful day, after the 
morning clouds had passed by. At an early 
hour a throng of good people crowded the res- 
ide'nce within and without, with tearful ejes. 
eager to look again upon his sweet and noble 
face. It was beautiful in death, for it had been 
set for God and truth in life. 

At the appointed hour the remains were 
borne to the English Lutheran Church, — the 
church built under his own superintendence, 
where he had ministered to the people in ear- 
lier years. By his request. Revs. Dr. J. Crouse 
and D. Summers conducted the services. Rev. 
Summers preached the funeral discourse from 
II Chronicles, xxiv:i6, and Dr. Crouse lollowed 
in remarks touchingly tender, his voice mel- 
lowed and trembling with deepest emotion. 
He was followed with remarks by Revs. Dr. 
H. L. Wiles, D. W. Smith, and^C. S. Erns- 
berger. 

There were present also Revs. H. B. Belmer, 
y. M. Dustman and S. P. Fryberger, and sev- 
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eral resident ministers of other denominations. 

He chose his own burial place, and after the 

last sad look was given, his body was laid to 

rest in Union Green Cemetery, Galion, Ohio. 

^'Farewell, my home ! my home no longer now ; 
Witness of many a cahii and happy day ; 
And thou, fair eminence, upon whose brow. 
Dwells the last sunshine of the evening ray," 



•3f 



FUNERAL SERMON. 



BY REV. D. SUMMERS. 



"'And they buried him in the City of David, 
among the Kings, because he had done good 
in Israel, both toward God and toward His 
house*'' 2 Chron. 24:16. 

Good e:^amples are recorded in the Holy 
Scriptures tor our imitation. '"Ye have us," 
says the Apostle Paul, ''for an ensample." '"That 
thou mayest walk," sa3\s Solomon, "in the way 
of good men, and keep the paths of the right- 
eous." Precepts are good, but good examples 
are better. Place many men who have had 
"line upon line and precept upon precept," 
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where pure examples have no existence, and 
where unmasked impiety has no aspect ot sin- 
gularity, and how^ soon they would forsake the 
rig-ht way and phinge headlong into the ways 
of sin and destruction. Not only while living 
do good men exert a salutary influence upon 
all around them, by their daily walk, but after 
they have gone from labor to rew^ard, others 
still plant their feet in the prints of their steps^ 
and become followers of them who through 
faith and patience inherit the promises/' Such 
a man w^as doubtless the one referred to in the 
text. His name was Jehoiada. He lived about 
eight hundred j^ears before the Christian era. 
He w^as not a king but a high priest in the 
Jewish Church. 

That he faithfully discharged the 'duties of 
his office, and saw his labors crowned with 
success, is evident from the record we have of 
his life. By his interposition, Joash, son of Jo- 
ram, king of Judah, Wa^ rescued from the mur- 
derous violence of Athaliaji, and after being 
duly instructed, was set on the throne of Da- 
vid. Early in his ministry this high priest 
iormeda design of repairing the temple, /W^hich 
during the reigns c^f Joram and Athaliah had 
been pillaged to enrich that of Baal, and the 
whole structure permitted to fall into decay. 
For this purpose he had collected considerable 
sums of money in the cities of Judah, but the 
Levites did not perform their part ot the w^ork, 
as assigned 'them, and hence it w^as not till al- 
ter the 3'oung king united his authority with 
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that of the high priest that the undertaking 
was accompHshed. After a long and useful 
life in church and state, the high priest died, at 
the age ol one hundred and thirt}' years. In 
recognition of his eminent services to the cause 
of God and humanity, he was buried "in the 
Gity of David, among the kings." This is a 
proof of the high estimation *in w^hich he was 
held by the people. It showed the respect 
they entertained for the office, old ag^e, works, 
and character of the deceased. 

We have come together to-day at this place, 
to manifest by words and deeds our esteem 
for the old age, the office, the services and 
character of him whose lifeless remains are 
now before us. 

Our friend and dearly beloved brother in the 
Lord, Rev. F. J. Ruth, after a long and useful 
life, has fallen from the ranks of our Israel. 
A faitlif ul ambassador of Jesus Christ has been 
gathered in peace to the home of the saints 
above, where he now rests from his labors, 
conflicts and sufferings. 

Like Jehoiada, he "waxed old, and was full 
of days when he di^d ;" seventy-nine years six 
months and eighteen days' "old was he when 
he died," and "because he had done good in 
Israel, both toward God and toward His house," 
we have come to bur}' him with the highest 
honors of a christian brotherhood. Not as the 
world honors its heroes in the hour of death, 
with pomp and show, but with united, heart- 
felt tributes to his memor}', and his worth, do 
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we engag'e in these tuneral solemnities. 

Of his old age we need only say that we are 
truly thankful to God for having spared his Hie 
to such a good old age. '*'The hoary head is a 
crown ot glor}-, if it be found in the way of 
righteousness.'' How beautiful^ how lovely, 
how instructive such a sight. That heart is to 
be pitied which remains unimpressed by such 
a scene as this. The command is as reasona- 
ble as it is just, *'Thou shalt rise up before the 
hoary head and honor the face of the old man.'" 
and so far as I know, none with whom our 
triend came in contact failed to obey the di- 
vine injunction. 1 know whereof I speak 
when I say that no man in the Synodto which 
he belonged, and no man throughout this sec- 
tion of the church was more highly respected 
and esteemed, than the deceased. Everybody 
loved him for his work^s sake, and because he 
was an ''Israelite indeed, in whom was no 
guile.*" He was respected and honored on ac- 
count of his office. He was a minister of the 
Gospel of Christ. For over half a century he 
lield this office, a higher and more sacred one 
than w^hich is not to be found on earth. And 
humble as was the opinion which he had of 
himself, unworth}^ as he counted himself of 
this honor, yet like the great apostle ot the 
Gentiles, he magnified his office, regarded it 
as a holy, divine calling, the highest human vo- 
cation, and one of unspeakable dignity, as well 
as tremendous responsibilities. Never by 
word nor deed did he lower the office of the 
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christian ministry in the estimation of even the 
most worldly minded men. No one ever heard 
saint or sinner say that he disgraced his office. 
Not for the mere sake of the honor inseparably 
connected with a faithful ministry, and surel)' 
not for the sake 'of "filthy lucre" did he desire 
this office, but that he might "do good in Israel, 
both toward God and toward His house." 
That is, the purpose of his life was to do good 
in the world for God's glory, and the welfare 
of His church. The great end of his life was 
not self-glorification. There is but one being 
in the universe that can make His own glor}- 
the ultimate object of His existence, and that 
being is God, because He is self-existent and 
independent, essentially glorious and happy. 
Consequent obhgation is the condition on 
which man receives his existence. "The chief 
end of man is to glorify God." It is both 
man's shame and misery that he forgets the 
o^reat end of his beini^:. "No man liveth to 
himself and no man dieth to himself: for 
whether we live, we live to the Lord ; and 
whether w^e die, we die to the Lord ; whether 
we live, therefore, or die, we are the Lord's." 
If a finite creature were to seek his own glory, 
he would make an attempt to vault into the 
very throne and invade the xQvy prerogative 
of heaven ; he would aim at that which does 
not belong to the creature, attempt to rob God. 
Alas ! what multitudes of rational, intelligent 
beings, created for God's glor}', are doing 
nothing, attempting nothing purely out of love 
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and obedience to the j^reat Author of their 
existence. •'God is not in all their thoughts.'' 
They contrive and lay their plans, purpose to 
do so and so, and proceed to actions without 
ever taking God or I lis will into consideration. 

This was not the case with him whose fu- 
neral we now attend. For God he lived. How 
he might do the most for His glory was the up- 
permost thought in his mind, and the one great 
desire of his heart. 

Second to this object was the good of the 
church. That he might do the greatest possi- 
ble good, be the most useful in the church, he 
prepared himself by study and the cultivation 
of the christian graces for the gospel ministry, 
believing that the great Head of the church 
had called him to this work. The heart of a 
christian is the seat of a pure benevolence, 
which extends to all the children of m'en ; and 
to do good unto all men as he has opportunity, 
'^especially unto them who are of the house- 
hold of faith," is his business and delight. The 
prospect of winning souls to Christ gives him 
joy, because he is an instrument of their hap- 
piness, and of promoting the glory of his Re- 
deemer ! and the prospect of doing anything 
to meliorate the sufferings of mankind even 
on the smallest scale, affords him pleasure. 
The minister of the gospel loves all men, and 
according to his abilitv, and be3'ond his ability, 
is willing to labor for the good of all ; but the 
church of Christ has the first and highest 
claims upon his services. 
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"For her my tears shall fall ; 

For her my prayers ascend ; 
To her my cares and toils be giv'n, 
Till toils and cares shall end." 

The design of the gospel ministry, is a de- 
sign precisely of the same nature with that for 
which man was first created, — "to glorify God 
and to enjoy him forever." If God be glori- 
fied, man is benefited by it. He is by these 
means, as a sinful and unhappy being, brought 
constantly up to the bread of life, to the water 
ot Hfe, and to the word of life ; and thus anew 
refreshed and cheered, he goes on from strength 
to strength, till he appears before God in Zion 
above. "Let him know that he who convert- 
eth the sinner from the error of his way, shall 
save a soul from death and shall hide a multi- 
tude of sins." What a glorious work is this ; 
a work, the beneficial results of which not 
only follow men through this life, but reach 
forward into the endless ages of eternity. Oh! 
"How beautiful upon the mountains are the 
feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that 
publisheth peace ; that bringeth good tidings 
of good, that publisheth salvation ; that saith 
unto Zion, ''thy God reigneth.' " 

This was the lif ework of our departed broth- 
er. For the salvation of souls, the peace and 
prosperity of the church, he labored in season 
and out of season. To this work he was 
wholly consecrated. To it his time, talents 
and acquirements were cheerfully and unceas- 
ingly given. lie was no sectarian ; he loved 
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all who bore the image of Christ and rejoiced 
in the prosperity of all Christian denomina- 
tions ; but to the church of his choice he de- 
voted his best energies. And to him more 
than to any other one man is the Lutheran 
Church ol northern Ohio indebted for her 
present prosperous condition. He was the pi- 
oneer and founder, directly or indirecth% of 
nearly all the present congregations in this and 
adjoining counties, and Irom these have gone 
iorth his converts to new settlements, where 
they started new churches. The deceased 
came to Ohio more than fifty years ago, when 
the country was new and the people all poor 
in this world's goods. It was not a question 
of salary, not a worldl}' compensation that in- 
duced him to enter this field ol labor. Noth- 
ing but the spiritual welfare of souls and the 
glory of his Divine Master influenced him to 
enter upon the work of the ministr}' in this 
new country. Without promise of any pecu- 
niary support w^hatever, with unwearied perse- 
verance, with an unselfish devotion, "in season 
and out of season,'' his untiring efforts were 
steadil}' and unitorml}^ directed to the good of 
souls. Whatever has a tendency to promote 
the happiness of man, either in things which 
relate to this world, or that which is to come, 
may be called doing good. To instruct the ig- 
norant, to warn the guilt}^, to comfort the 
mourner, to feed the hungry, to clothe the na- 
ked, to visit the sick, the fatherless and the 
widow, to minister to the wants of the dying, 
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and to rescue the perishing, are all works of 
goodness. And all these are included in the 
work oi a christian minister ; and in all these 
ways did our departed brother do good. To 
the time-honored custom and heaven-approved 
means for the religious instruction of young 
people, viz : catechisation, he gave time and 
attention. . From the pulpit he explained and 
enforced the commands, opened and applied 
the promises, and without regard to the fear 
or favor of man, declared the awful threaten- 
ings of God's word. By this means the care- 
less were alarmed, the fearful encouraged, and 
the pious edified. He taught the people to 
pray to God for a supply of all their wants, to 
praise him for all their enjo3^ments, and in all 
things to love, honor and obey Him. He 
taught them not only to profess religion, but to 
practice the same, that they might be neither 
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge oi our 
Lord Jesus Christ, but faithful and exemplary 
christians, ''always abounding in the work of 
the Lord." He taught them how to govern 
themselves and their families, and how to per- 
form every social and civil duty. At the same 
time he carefully pointed out their weaknesses, 
frailties, corruptions, sins and dangers, and di- 
rected them to look up, by a living faith, to the 
Lord Jesus Christ for grace to help in every 
time of need. 

He did not confine his instructions to the 
pulpit, but went, especially in the earlier part 
of his ministry, when churches were, few and 
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far between, from house to house, giving to 
saint and sinner a portion of meat in due sea- 
son. This whole w^estern country was before 
him, and as he had opportunity he.^^preached 
the gospel to every creature/' 

What a wide field of usefulness opened to 
him here half a century ago, and what a glo- 
rious harvest do we now behold, as the result 
of his labors. Because he did his duty, did it 
faithfully ; did good in Israel, he lived respect- 
ed by all, died lamented, and his memory is 
precious. What has been beautifully said of 
the influence of one generation, may be affirmed 
of the influence of one such man : '''As every 
generation owes some part of its character to 
that which preceded it, so it imparts some por- 
tion of its own to that which follows it, and 
thus propagates the blessed and augmented in- 
fluences of itself and all its predecessors." 

And now this long and useful life has come 
to a close. Those lips that were wont so elo- 
quently to speak of Christ, hope and. heaven, 
are now silent in death. Soon we shall look 
for the last time upon the friendly and familiar 
countenance of our beloved brother in Christ. 
The workman has fallen, but his work will go 
on, blessed and a blessing, to the end of time. 
Brethren in the ministry, you have no need 
that I should talk to you about the character 
of the deceased. You have seen in him an 
ardor of zeal, a gentleness of humility, a cour- 
age and constancy of faith, a joy of hope, a 
triumph of the love of Jesus Christ, a kindness 
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and tenderness of charity, a magnanimity with- 
out pride, a prudence without cunning, a sim- 
plicity without folly, a contentment without 
disdain, a vSouI which perfectly hated vice in 
all its forms, and equally loved the souls ol 
men ; a man with many virtues and few faults. 
His whole life is a sermon, exemplifying and 
authorizing in his own character all that he de- 
clared with his tongue. He did not preach 
one thing and practice another. The Gospel 
he preached, he lived. Let that truth, inno- 
cence, gentleness, sweetness, beneficence, that 
purity of manners, that gravity and virtue 
which he recommended, both b}^ his doctrine 
and practice, and which the world saw and ad- 
mired in him, revive and shine amongst us, and 
then shall we also at the end of our days de- 
part in peace with the consciousness of having 
done good, and the assurance of a blissful im- 
mortality beyond the grave, with all who loved 
and served our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
And then not unto us, but "unto Him that 
loved us, and washed us from our sins in His 
own blood, and hath made us kings and priests 
unto God and His Father, to Him be glofy 
and dominion for ever and ever. Amen." 



REMARKS BY REV. J. CROUSE, 1). D. 

Dear Friends and Brethren : The pres- 
ent occasion is fitted to awaken sentiments of 
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profound sorrow in the hearts of all here as- 
sembled. 

A good man, one whose steps were ordered 
by the Lord^ is no more. God hath taken 
him. 

To me, personally, the present hour is preg- 
nant with mingled grief and sadness, the meas- 
ure of which I cannot express. Brother Sum- 
mers and myselt were ri^^quested to conduct 
these funeral solemnities, and, as we under- 
stood the notice sent us, it was desired that I 
should deliver the sermon. There are some 
reasons why that part of these solemn services 
may have been assigned to me, and why that 
request should have been complied with. But 
1 felt that I could not perform that office, in 
this case. Hence I took the libert3M)f shifting 
that duty, that honor, upon Brother Summers; 
and he has honored the subject and the occa- 
sion worthily. 

Our departed Brother, Francis Jacob Ruth, 
was a brother to me in a higher and holier 
sense than the mere technical one. The re- 
lation which subsisted between us was like 
that which existed between David and Jqna- 
than, the relation of sincere and steady friend- 
ship. Our acquaintance dates back over a pe- 
riod of more than two score and three years ; 
nor was it a superficial acquaintance merely, 
but a familiar knowledge, mutual attachment, 
and reciprocation ot kindnesses. 

A sense of duty and gratitude prompts me 
to acknowledge, in this public manner, my in- 
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debtedness to the agency of our departed 
brother, under God, m my recovery from a 
partially lapsed condition in religion, soon after 
we had become acquainted, and for the en- 
couragement that he gave me in that critical 
period of my religious history, urging me to 
press onward and upward in the conflict for 
the crown of life ; and also ni}' indebtedness 
to him, under God, for the influence which he 
exerted upon me, tending to lead me into the 
ministry. In the providence of God, he be- 
came my preceptor, directed and aided me in 
various ways, in my studies preparatory^ to mj- 
entering upon the active work of the sacred 
office, an employment for which I had longed, 
even from my early childhood. I thank God 
most devoutl), that I ever met brother Ruth, 
and that so large a portion of my life has been 
so closel}' allied with his own pure life. He 
was dear unto me ; I loved him ; I honor his 
memory. Many were the times when we 
opened our hearts, each to the other, and when 
we took sweet counsel together. 

Solace, mutual and cheering, grew out of 
our intimate and frequent communings, as soul 
conversed with soul. 

For a number of jxars, during the formative 
period of our General Synod Churches, in 
northwestern Ohio, wq labored together in 
special efforts for the salvation of souls, and in 
most of those instances, our work was crowned 
with glorious success. We who Have known 
Brother Ruth longest, and best, can appreciate 
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a remark he made to me, during my interview 
with him a few weeks ago. "'I rejoice very 
much,^' said he, ''at what God has wrought 
for the Church through my ieeble labors." 
But what will be the joy of our departed brother, 
and of all faithful ministers of the gospel, when 
they shall come up betore the* King of glory, 
with gladness, bringing their sheaves with 
them ! Heaven help us to be faithful, and true, 
even unto the end of our days. 



REMARKS OF REV. H. L. WII.ES, D. D. 

It affords me no small pleasure to be present 
at the tuneral ot our venerable father, drop a 
silent tear with the bereaved and sorrow- 
stricken family, and bear testimony to the in- 
estimable worth of his character and labors. 
What was said of Nathaniel can be truly said 
of him. "'Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom 
is no guile." Constantly before the public for 
more than fifty years, yet no one ever had oc- 
casion to say aught against the integrity of his 
character, or the uprightness of his life. He 
kept himself ^"unspotted from the' world." He 
lived what he professed. His life was above 
suspicion. Those who came in contact with 
him invariably saw that he had been with 
Christ and had learned from Him the lesson 
of holy living. He was also a man of convic- 
tion. He had opinions and he advocated them. 
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He was never found on both sides of the same 
question. He studied to know the truth and 
he preached it; untrammeled by fear or favor. 
As a faithful workman he hewed to the Hne, 
no matter on which side the chips might fall. 
And yet, strange to say, notwithstanding the 
bold and fearless manner in which he advoca- 
ted the truth, but few ever took exceptions to 
his preaching. This, I think, was due to the 
fact that those who heard him Were impressed 
with the honesty of his purpose, his unswerv- 
ing adherence to the right as God showed him 
the right, and his faith in the truth which he 
preached, or the justice of the cause which he 
advocated. 

Truly, a great man has fallen in Israel, and 
has left behind him an example which every 
young minister would do well to imitate. 

With all his decision of character and lear- 
lessness in advocating the right, he had within 
him a very kind heart. I shall ever remem- 
ber the kind, helpful words of advice and en- 
couragement which he gave me in my early 
efforts to preach the gospel. I feel the inspira- 
tion ot them yet, as warm blood coursing 
through my veins. They were sweeter than 
honey from the honeycomb, and more precious 
than rubies. God be praised for, the life and 
labors of this noble christian man. He rests 
from liis labors but his work goes on. 
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REMARKS OF REV. D. W. .SMITH. 

I am here as a sincere mourner. One who 
was highly esteemed, and as a father in the 
ministry, one who was dear to us, has fallen 
asleep. It is difficult after the long period of 
his activity and eminent usefulness, to realize 
that he is dead. He, however, belongs to that 
select and highly honored class, "who being 
dead yet speaketh." Whatever I may say 
will not add an}^ lustre to his good name here, 
.or in the churches where he was so well and 
favorably known. 

But it is a blessed privilege to unite with my 
brethren in expressions by which we recognize 
his piety, faithful service, and great worth to 
our church, and of our profound sorrow at the 
loss we sustain in his departure. 

We cannot add a single star to his crown of 
rejoicing, but we can honor ourselves in giving 
proper recognition to his surpassing virtues. 
Several thoughts assert their right to have at- 
tention in my mind. One is the heritage 
which he has left to us. In his pure, upright 
and consecrated life there is an invaluable 
blessing. We should also remember Father 
Ruth as a pioneer in our church work in this 
State. Like all other pioneers, whether dwell- 
ing on the great prairie, or in the cabin in the 
gloom of the forest, or as the faithful inquirer 
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after truth, he gets far in advance of his former 
associates ; he was brave, industrious, inured 
to hardships, iull of faith, and I may say, often 
very lonely. He caught the spirit which was 
prophesied of his Master, — ''He shall not fail 
nor be discouraged." In this spirit he toiled 
through the past half century. In three coun- 
ties adjoining each other, where we had no 
congregations when he came, we now have a 
large number ot flourishing charges. At the 
day of his death these congregations have a 
large and growing membership, substantial 
church buildings, many of them comfortable 
parsonages, and salaries adequate to the proper 
support of the pastor. This is the heritage 
which he has lett to us. 

But this suggests a sense of responsibility. 
Are we worthy and capable of receiving such 
a heritage ? We know well enough how past 
victories have been won, and how this once 
wild territory was subdued. Have we a de- 
votion kindred to the spirit that had a conspic- 
uous part in banging about this great change? 

Have we a supreme love for God and an un- 
dying love for souls? Will our zeal burn 
brighter in the presence of constantly recur- 
ring difficulties? Have we determined to be 
faithful even unto the end? We come here 
with a keen sense of gratitude tor the blessings 
which have been beqeathed to us through his 
faithful ministry; but let us also go away with 
a proper sense ol the responsibility which rests 
upon us. 
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As we assume the pressing duties of life we 
should be encouraged by the peaceful death 
of this aged saint. God, in his kind provi- 
dence, prolonged his life until he beheld all of 
our institutions and churches come into en- 
couraging prosperity and large usefulness. 
Much of his faith, even here, was swallowed 
up in fruition. In age he beheld God's pro- 
tecting care until "the stones of the iSeld were 
in league with him." 

In results of labor, he beheld so much of the 
power which goes with the gospel, that he 
could say, "Now Lord, lettest thou thy servant 
depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen Thy 
salvation." 

Some months ago when I visited him with 
a view of obtaining some tacts connected with 
the history of the congregation which I was 
then serving, and of which he was the only 
living person who had correct knowledge, we 
talked over the successive experiences in his 
eventful life. Our conversation naturally drift- 
ed to his present spiritual condition. He spoke 
cheerfully of the sustaining grace of God, and 
said, "I have good times here." In this ex- 
pression he referred to his experience in per- 
sonal communion with God. Hov/ much is 
embraced in that saying, "I have good times 
here." In his own dear home he had a bless- 
ed foretaste of the happiness which he would 
enjoy in the heavenly home. Hopeful, peace- 
ful, restful in spirit, he was patiently waiting 
for the invitation to come up higher. 
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A long and useful life, a beautiful old age, 
closed in holy triumph. What a comfort to 
the members of this sorrowing family ! What 
an inspiration to those of us who preach the 
word of God ! Now we sing these hymns in 
triumph in the presence of death. This ene- 
my cannot rob us of our hopes. We renew 
our strength with the testimony of one who 
has so gloriously triumphed. The promises 
shine with unusual brightness, and we look 
forward to that day when this "last enemy," 
death, shall be destroyed. May God sanctify 
to our good, the remembrance of the life and 
death of Father Ruth. 



REMARKS OF REV. C. S. ERNSBERGER. 

If I were to consult with my feelings to-day, 
I would take my seat with this bereft widow 
and these sorrowing children. For,' to me, 
Brother Ruth was, indeed, like a father. 
Taught by him as a catechumen in my boy- 
hood, I learned then to esteem him as a faith- 
ful religious instructor, and was deeply im- 
pressed with the high dignity and the ardent 
piety of his life. 

He was a sternly sober man, an earnest- 
souled brother, humble, approachable, and 
kind. He was the friend of every minister ot 
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the gospel, and was especially concerned in 
the success and progress of his younger breth- 
ren. It was my great privilege and pleasure 
to call on him frequently since I located as 
pastor of this church. I usually found him en- 
gaged in reading, and sometimes profoundly 
interested in some new or special subject. Not 
infrequently on entering his study, I found him 
busily engaged in the preparation of sermons, 
L remarked to him one day as I found him so 
engaged, that I supposed he expected to preach 
somewhere the next Sabbath. "'No," said he, 
not that I know of. This has been m}^ chiel 
work for more than fifty years, and I find great 
pleasure in it whether I ever preach the ser- 
mons or not." This, no doubt, has been one 
of the secrets ol his impressiveness in the 
preaching of the gospel. He not only believed 
the truth, but rejoiced in it, also. I always 
found him deeply interested in my work. I 
could speak to him freely about it, and did so 
often. He was a wise counselor and a taithful 
friend. On all questions of practical theology, 
he was especially able and interesting. We 
shall miss him everywhere, and especially here 
in his pew, where he was always to be found 
on the Sabbath, when able. The sweet but 
powerful influence of his noble and Christlike 
life, will survive his bodily presence going 
down through the years as a constant power 
for good. 

He frequently occupied this pulpit during 
my absence, and occasionally assisted at the 
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regular services. The last discourse he 
preached in this house was a historical sermon 
by request of the congregation, delivered Sep- 
tember 23, 1883, This -has been preserved 
among the archives of the congregation. The 
last occasion on which he participated in di- 
vine service in this house, was at a sacramen- 
tal service, June 29, about one month ago. 
This was his last communion before entering 
the communion of heaven. We lay his ashes 
to rest with the prayer that the purity and 
faithfulness of his life may be to us all a con- 
stant inspiration. 
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SERMON- 



' THE FALL OF MAN. ' 

Gen. 3:13. 

''And the Lord God said unto the woman, ' 
What is this that thou hast done ? And the woman 
said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat." 

The subject of our present meditations is a 
brief narration of one ot the most awefuUy 
portentous acts which was ever perpetrated 
under the broad canopy of heaven. To this 
source, we may trace all the crimes, and sins, 
in their endless, and diversified circumstances, 
which have inundated the world. It is here 
that we find the germination of a principle 
which has taken deep root, and has poisoned 
the entire race of man. 
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Had the fact recorded in the text, been 
merely of a speculative character, it might, 
even then, have excited curiosity, and eHcited 
inquiry; but as we are involved in the ruin 
which has resulted from that fatal act, it can- 
not be an unprofitable exercise, to spend a little 
time in reciting what we know of this sad 
transaction. In doing this, two things claim 
our attention, viz : i, The act of the serpent, 
and II, The act of the woman. 

Man was originally formed alter the image 
of God. His understanding was quick, vigor- 
ous in its perceptions ; his will was subject to 
the divine law, and to the dictates of reason ; 
his passions serene, and uncontaminated with 
evil, his affections dignified and pure, his love 
supremely fixed upon his Creator, and his joy 
unmingled with those sorrows which have so 
long been the bitter portion of his degenerate 
race. In short, he was in rank but a little in- 
terior to the angels, w^ho burn and adore in the 
temple above. He was crowned with glory 
and honor, and was ordained to be lord over 
all the creatures. 

To facilitate the happiness of the first pair, 
God provided for th^ir residence a most de- 
lightful spot, called Eden, and which was wa- 
tered by an extensive river, divided into four 
streams. The place was furnished with all 
kinds of fruits and vegetables, which were 
both pleasing to the eye and delightful to the 
taste. Among the many trees which grew in 
that lovely garden, there were tw^o remarkable 
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ones, the one called ''the tree of Hfe/' the oth- 
er, ''the tree of knowledge/' 

Into this sacred enclosure the Lord conduct- 
ed our first parents, and directed them to take 
care of it, to superintend the great variety of 
plants therein contained. He granted them 
permission to eat of the iruit of every tree in 
the garden, except of that of the tree ot 
knowledge of good and evil. He strictly 
charged them not even to touch this, under 
the penalt)' of incurring His displeasure, and 
thereby entailing upon themselves and their 
posterity, mortality, disease, and death. 

With this small restraint the Lord left our 
first parents to enjoy the pleasures of their Eden 
home. All external objects being in the high- 
est degree beautiful and pleasing, they were 
adapted to contribute alike to their comfort 
and their pleasure. The amazing magnifi- 
cence of the creation, the heavens bespangled 
with innumerable brilliant stars, the earth dap- 
pled with vegetables of different kinds, and va- 
rious hues, and adorned with flowers, diflusing 
odoriferous sweets, furnished their minds with 
interesting subjects for the most delightful med- 
itation. Thus their happiness was complete^ 
and they knew not even the shadow of a 
sense of want in order to perfect their prime- 
val bliss. 

But alas ! their heaven-bestowed happiness 
was shortlived ! Scarcely had they tasted the 
dainties of Eden, before they were driven from 
that lovely spot, where pure spirits alone could 
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dwell. Satan, who prior to that period was 
hurled from heaven, in consequence ot his rebel- 
lion, envied our first parents their happiness, and 
meditated their ruin. He entered the home ol 
the happy pair, and plied his malicious scheme 
for their destruction, and, sad to say, he suc- 
ceeded in accomplishing his hellish purpose. 

Our original progenitors partook of the pro- 
hibited fruit, and fell from their God-given in- 
nocence and bliss. They lost those perfec- 
tions and that happiness which their Maker 
bestowed on them at their creation. 

The cause of their ruin is ascribed in our 
text, to the serpent, — the devil. But who, or 
what was the serpent ? In the first verse of 
our chapter, the serpent is represented as ''a 
beast of the field ;" but to suppose that any 
beast of the field, would of his own accord, 
iind at his own instigation, beguile the woman, 
and to seduce her to sin, would be an absurd- 
ity too palpable to be admitted, because it 
would imply that the serpent was superior to 
the woman, the mere beast of the field more 
exalted in rank, and more richly endowed, in- 
tellectually, than man, who stood in the scale 
of creation, next to the angels of heaven. 
Such an idea would imply also, that the mere 
serpent effected the woman's ruin by carrying 
into execution a mischievous design, on the 
ground of his superiority to man. 

But as God made everything ''good," "very 
good," as He saw that all -things which lie 
created were agreeable to His mind, were just 
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as he would have them, each individual part 
answering the end for which it was designed, 
and the whole, declaring His wisdom, and 
power, and goodness, we must refer to some 
other cause for the woman\s perpetration oi 
the sad offence against God. 

The most common' opinion on this subject, 
is, that the devil, in the likeness of a serpent, 
appeared to, and conversed with Eve. 

Whether this appearance, was an appear- 
ance only, or whether it was a real, living ser- 
pent, actuated and possessed by the devil, is 
not certain ; by God's permission it might be 
tTither. In reference to this fact, satan is called 
the "old serpent." And St. Paul, in his second 
Epistle to the Corinthians, says, "I fear as the 
serpent beguiled Eve, so your minds should be 
corrupted irom the simplicity that is in Christ.'' 

But Paul could not fear that that "beast of 
the field," called "the serpent," would corrupt 
the Christians at Corinth. That the devil can 
so far possess human, or mere animal bodies, 
as to act upon them, and speak through them, 
is most satisfactoril}^ proven by the circum- 
stance of the legion of devils who possessed 
the poor demoniac ; and who said to our divine 
Lord, "What have we to do with Thee, Jesus, 
Thou Son of God; art Thou come to torment 
us before the time .^" 

Those unclean spirits, when they came out 
of the man, at the command of Christ, entered, 
by our Lord's permission, into a herd of swine, 
and the herd ran violentl}- down a steep place 
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into the sea, and were drowned in the sea. 

Thus we see that the immediate and real 
agent in the seduction of man to sin, was the 
devil, in the visible form of a serpent. And 
satan chose a serpent, because it is a specious 
creature, and then went erect. Perhaps it was 
a flj'ing serpent, which seemed to come as a 
messenger from the upper world, one of the 
seraphim. Many a dangerous temptation 
comes in ga}', line colors, and seems from 
above ; for satan can seem an angel of light. 
And then, too, the serpent is a subtle creature. 
Many instances are given ol the serpent's 
subtlety, both to do mischief and to secure 
itself in it when done. We are bid to be wise 
as serpents. 

S^tan, then, was the real tempter of Eve, 
was that subtle and powerful evil spirit, whose 
appellations are the devil and satan, the former 
term signifying a traducer, and false accuser ; 
and the latter an adversary. And this enemy 
possesses ever}' qualification for managing the 
deep laid plots which he devises for man's ruin. 
He is endowed with extensive knowledge. 
Angels — and an angel he was, possess amazing 
powers of intellect. And though fallen angels 
have lost all the moral excellencies with which 
they were endowed b}' their Creator, yet they 
most probably retained much ot their original 
vigor ol understanding. 

Satan knew in what part of the universe to 
find the parents -of our race ; he knew their 
circumstances, the nature of the law under 



Digitized by 



Google 



130 LIFE OF HKV. F, J. RUTH. 

which they were phiced, the misery that would 
ensue on their violation of that law, and, 
doubtless, the mischievous results ot' their fall, 
to, and upon their posterity, to the end of time. 

Satan also possessed the most consummate 
wickedness. He is called the ''wicked one," 
and an ''evil spirit." The devil is a being who 
is replete with wickedness ; and this was the 
most wicked scheme that was ever devised. 

Knowing the nature and the extent of the 
curse which would come upon the visible cre- 
ation, as a consequence of man\s apostacy, 
what great wickedness was it in satan, to at- 
tempt to secure such a dreadful catastrophe ! 

What consummate wickedness, to involve 
innocent and lioly beings in guilt and misery ; 
beings who deserved no such treatment, but 
rather deserved to be admired, and loved and 
protected, as the crowning specimens of GodV 
handiwork in the visible creation. 

Alas! how manv human beinjifs there are in 
the world who glory in their attempts to imi- 
tate the arch-iiend, in causing, sustaining and 
perpetuating human wretchedness and sorrow ! 
human beings who are wise to do mischief, 
who employ their God-given powers of mind, 
in imposing on the credulous, and ruining the 
innocent. Well and truly did our blessed Sa- 
viour say of all who are wilfully and deliber- 
ately wicked, "Ye are of jour father, the 
devil, and the lusts ot your father yQ will do." 

But how did the serpent beguile thew^oman? 
We answer, ist. By attacking her when alone. 
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Wc infer this, not on the ground of a com- 
monly received opinion, but from the narrative 
itself. Here we see the whole of that fatal in- 
terview between the serpent and the mother 
oi our race. 

Adam had no share in that interview\ The 
devil well knew that, Adam was the superior 
of the twain, and knew it from the circum- 
stance ot his being first formed, and of Eve 
being made a helpmeet for him. 

Had Adam been present at that interviews 
he and his companion would most |)robably 
have taken sweet counsel together, on a sub- 
ject of so much consequence, before acting 
upon the suggestion of the evil one. But Eve 
being alone, satan succeeded in accomplishing 
his wicked design, but not without much exer- 
tion and cunning on his part. O, how^ wise it 
is in affairs of great moment to pause, and 
hesitate, to deliberate carefully, and to advise 
w^th our superiors in age and experience, be- 
fore acting in the matter. Had Eve pursued 
this course when the devil questioned whether 
it were a sin or no, to eat of the forbidden 
fruit, yea, when he denied that there w^as any 
danger in the act, and suggested that there 
was much advantage to be gained thereby, 
satan perhaps would not have succeeded so 
soon, and so well, if at all. 

The ruin of man was not the result of an 
absolute decree of God. He no doubt foresaw, 
foreknew, that man would fall, but he did not 
decree that dire event. 
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Man was made a rational creature, a moral 
agent, and was endowed with a will in liberty; 
for will, as will, must be tree, or there is no 
such faculty. Hence man was a subject oi 
moral law% and responsible lor his conduct. 
He was at perfect liberty to either obey the 
divine law% and live, or to disobey that law 
and die. 

The freedom of the human will is an invio- 
lable right, which neither God nor satan will 
attempt to wrest from him. 

2nd. The serpent beguiled Eve by directing 
her attention to the prohibited object. 

There was much in the garden of Eden to 
admire, and much to enjoy ; one tree only was 
prohibited, and to this tree the serpent directed 
the attention of the woman, and induced her 
to look upon it, to speak ot it, and about it, 
and, at length, to desire it. We have many 
prohibited objects. These we should shun, or 
flee from, and never trust our eyes to gaze up- 
on, because they are likely to excite desires ot 
an unholy nature in our hearts. "Abstain from 
every appearance of evil," is an important pre- 
' cept, which we do well to observe. Oh, if our 
unfortunate mother Eve had done this, how 
eflectually would she have broken the snare ot 
the devil, and escaped the evil intended by 
him. But she continued to gaze upon the in- 
terdicted object, perhaps, until her appetite 
became aroused, and she eagerly longed to 
taste the tempting fruit, and thus she fell a vic- 
tim to the stratagem of the evil one. 
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3d. The serpent beguiled the woman, by 
suggesting to her the prospect of an important 
advantage to be gained, by eating the prohib- 
ited fruit. 

Nothing weighs so much in the estimation 
of a human being, as profit ; the accession of 
good. What will not a man sacrifice for even 
a distant prospect of profit — of gain? Eve ex- 
pected to be Hke the gods ; that is, as the an- 
gels. * 

She must have known that there were such 
beings as angels ; and who can doubt but that 
they made their appearance to our first par- 
ents in Paradise, as they appeared in after times 
to the patriarchs, and prophets. And it is, 
moreover, not improbable, but that the angels 
assumed a most glorious appearance. Hence 
the idea of being like them, produced a most 
fascinating effect on the mind of Eve. 

But this was all mere artifice with the temp- 
ter, who knew that, instead of becoming as 
gods, they would be more like fiends, by eat- 
ing of the fruit of the forbidden tree. Oh, how 
many of the sons and daughters of Eve have 
been lured by the tempting bait of ambition; 
and who by aspiring after some ideal good, 
have plunged themselves into an abyss of 
misery. 

4th. Eye was beguiled by satan's plausible 
reasoning with her on the subject before them. 
He knew that nothing could be effected by an 
open attack; that everything must appear plaus- 
ible and imposing to the innocent subject of 
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his Satanic wiles. He, therefore, began by 
questioning Eve, saying ; "Hath God said, ye 
shall not eat of every tree in the garden?"" 
Here was just enough to excite curiosity. Hath 
God said such a thing? Is this reasonable ? 
What could such lair fruit have been created 
for, but to be eaten? 

Thus he seems to have reasoned with our 
unsuspecting Mother, Eve. But it is highly 
probable that more conversation was had than 
is here recorded. 

How forcibly does this teach us to resist the 
first temptation to evil ; to hold no parley with 
the enemy of our peace and happiness. 

"Watch, and pr^^y," says Christ, "lest ye en- 
ter into temptation." "Resist the devil, and 
he will flee from you." 

5th. Furthermore, Eve was beguiled by 
Satan's asserting that it was a mistake, under 
which she was laboring, saying, "You shall not 
surely die." He first tempted her to doubt, 
b)^ an awful insinuating question, and then to 
disbeHeve b}^ a bold, daring and mischievous 
lie ; the first lie that was ever uttered upon the 
earth. This is the usual process by which the 
devil carries on his malicious designs, exciting 
men to question the truth of God's declara- 
tions. And he still preaches the same doc- 
trine, and with as much earnestness and daring 
as ever ; "You shall not surely die." He reas- 
ons the case : God is a being ot unbounded 
goodness ; mercy is His darHng attribute, hence 
it is unreasonable t6 suppose that He will pun- 
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ish His teeble .and erring creatures eternally 
for their offences in this world. Eat, drink, and 
be merry ; follow the dictates of your hearts, 
for your salvation is secure. Beware, oh, be- 
ware brethren, lor this infamous liar, this arch- 
deceiver, this monster of hell is ever active, 
and ever bent upon your ruin. Beware, we 
say again, lest you fall a prey to his satanic ar- 
tifices, before you are aware of it. ''Watch 
and pray,'' be sober, be vigilant, for satan seeks 
continually the destruction of your immortal 
souls. 

Remember, he not only boldly contradicted 
the truth of God, but artfully and basely insin- 
uated that God had prohibited the eating of 
this fruit through some sinister design. Hear 
what he said : ''For God doth know that in 
the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be 
opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good 
and evil." ii. The act of the woman. "I 
did eat." This was the act in which consisted 
what is called, the original transgression, or sin. 

"Thus it was that "sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin, so that death passed upon 
all men." Now observe, — 

I St, That the sin of Eve was purely a per- 
sonal act, "I did eat." Whatever blame may 
be imputed to the serpent, still the act of eating 
the forbidden fruit was all her own. The sin 
of the tempter was a totally distinct thing from 
the sin of Eve. There was no force, no con- 
straint,, no overruling power to compel her to 
eat the prohibited fruit. The concurrence of 
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Ker will, the taking and handling of the fruit, 
and the eating of it, were all personal acts, for 
which Eve only was accountable. . 

Our sins also are personal. Temptations we 
all have, as well as innate tendencies to evil, 
but these are not imputed to us as sins, until 
we give them the concurrence of our wills, 
and sanction them by deliberate indulgence. 

2nd. The sin of Eve was a carnal act ; ''I 
did eat." Here was the sin— ^in eating. The 
temptation was presented to her senses, "The 
woman saw that the tree was good for food, 
and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree 
to be desired to make one wise." 

It is difficult to say how Mother Eve could 
see this, unless we admit with Milton, that she 
saw the serpent eat of the tree, and that he 
told her he thereby had gained the faculties ot 
speech and reason, whence she inferred its 
power to make one wise, and was persuaded 
to think, "If it makes a brute creature rational, 
why not a rational creature divine .^" 

What if "the tree was good for food?" there 
were trees in abundance all around her, laden 
with fruit as fair and good as that which she 
coveted. What if the fruit was "pleasant to 
the eyes?" must everything be eaten which is 
grateful to the faculty* of vision? What if it 
was "a tree to be desired to make one wise?" 
Is there not much knowledge that is quite un- 
necessary tor man to possess — and is not a de- 
sire to understand such knowledge a destruc- 
tive desire? But it would seem that our first 
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parents, who knew so much, did not know 
this, that they knew enough. In the case be- 
fore us, we have a clear illustration as to how 
"lust conceived and brought forth sin." 

Most of our temptations come to us through 
the medium of our senses, and sin is chiefly 
gratifying as it affects the animal nature of 
man. Sinners are called carnal men, that is, 
literally, fleshly men — men who are in the 
flesh, who hve after the flesh, and who sow to 
the flesh ; and though sin is primarily seated 
in the mind, yet the members of the body be- 
come its instruments in objective wrong-doing. 

3rd. The sin of Eve, was a prohibited act. 
It was a direct violation of a known, plain, and 
positive law. The law was as plain as language 
could make it, and it had been clearly and em- 
phatically announced to them, by the Lord 
God, and very earnestly and distinctly im- 
pressed upon their minds. 

Mother Eve's entire conversation with the 
serpent, evinces that she knew the law, and 
that it was very positiv^e in its terms, — "Thou 
shalt not eat of it." 

All our sins are of a similar character, as 
they are transgressions of plain, positive, and 
known precepts. But it may be objected by 
some persons, that the laws of God are un- 
known to many people, that they do not un- 
derstand them. This may bC' true of multi- 
tudes, but the fact forms no excuse in their 
case. The laws of God are contained in His 
word, and that word is accessible ; hence. 
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men's ignorance of their duties to God, and to 
men, instead of forming an apology for their 
sins and wrong-doings, becomes, under the 
circumstances, their crime ; they might know 
the will of God concerning them, if they 
would. 

4th. The sin of Eve was a presumptuous 
act. In eating of the forbidden fruit, she must 
have done so presuming that the Lord God 
was insincere in what He had said concerning 
it — that His words were not the words of 
truth ; that the death with which she was 
threatened would not be inflicted; that she 
would escape the threatened punishment, 
though she violated His law. 

Such is the presumption of many of Eve's 
posterity at the present da)^ They do not 
dare to give the lie to God, by any verbal dec- 
laration, but they act as if they believed that 
He is insincere in what He has said in His 
word, and many of this class are given up, ap- 
parently, to "strong delusions, that they should 
beheve a lie, that they all might be damned 
who believe not the truth, but have pleasure in 
unrighteousness." 

Oh, when will men be wise ? When will 
they credit the truth of God, and, as account- 
able, eternity-bound creatures, comply with 
the whole counsel of Him, "in whom they Hve, 
and move, and have their' being ?" Oh, "Let 
the wicked forsake his way, and the unright- 
eous man his thoughts, and let him return unto 
the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him. 
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and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.'' 
5th. The sin ot Eve was a ruinous act. She 
no sooner became a sinner, than she became a 
tempter, also. Having eaten of the forbidden 
fruit herself, "she gave also unto her husband 
with her, and he did eat," and thus ruin was en- 
tailed upon the twain, and upon their posterity. 

'*He scrupled not to eat ! 

Against his better knowledge — 

Earth tre.mbled from her entrails, as again 

In pangs, and Nature gave a second groan. 

Sky lowered, and muttering thunder, some sad drops 

Wept, at completing of the mortal sin." 

Whether Adam would have eaten without 
the seduction of Eve, is uncertain. Adam was 
not deceived ; he knew better, but to please 
his wife, and being also ambitious, perhaps, to 
be like the gods, intelligent and holy as he was, 
he plunged himself into the same condition of 
ruin. Well might 'Adam mourn over the sad 
predicament in which he now found himself, 
and say, as Milton makes him express his 
condition : 

**How shall 1 behold the face 
Henceforth of God or angel, erst with joy 
And raptures oft beheld ?" 

*'Ye cedars, with innumerable boughs, 

Hicje me, where I never may see them more!" 

Sinners are not satisfied to stand alone — they 
seek to entice others into the snares in which 
they themselves are entangled. This assertion 
needs no proot, it is a tact which is manifest to 
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all observers. Our eyes witness the confirma- 
tion of this truth, every day and every hour. 
Alas ! how many conduct themselves in this 
way, regardless of God's promises to the right- 
eous, on the one hand, and regardless of His 
denunciations against the wicked, on the other. 

From this subject we learn : — ist. The true 
character of natural depravity. Man was cre- 
ated holy, but not absolutely immutable. 

2d. That absolute unchangeableness belongs 
only to God ; and the contemplation of this di- 
vine perfection should raise our minds in ad- 
miration, teach us to imitate, as far as our 
frailty will permit, that constancy and stead- 
fastness which we adore, and should excite 
trust and confidence in the Divine Being. 



SERMON. 



Acts, 3:19. 

''Repent ye, therefore, and be converted, that 
your sins may be blotted out, when the times of re- 
freshing shall come from the presence of the Lord." 

In the chapter before us, we are informed 
that on a certain day, when the apostles, Peter 
and John were entering the temple, through 
the gate which was called Beautiful, they sav/ 
a poor cripple who had been lame from his 
birth, lying there, at the gate, and begging 
alms of those who passed him. 
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As soon as he discovered the apostles, he 
earnestly begged charity of them, upon which 
St. Peter answered, '^Silver and gold have I 
none, but such as I have, give I thee. In the 
name of Jesus Christ, of Nazareth, rise up and 
walk. And Peter took him by the right hand, 
and helped him up, and immediately his feet 
and ankle bones received strength," and he ac- 
companied the apostles into the temple, "walk- 
ing, and leaping, and praising God." 

This individual was doubtless almost univer- 
sally known by the people, who, seeing him 
walking, and praising God, were greatly 
amazed at the miracle which had been wrought. 

They, therefore, collected in great numbers 
around the apostles ; and St. Peter, observing 
the astonishment of the multitude, and think- 
ing it a favorable opportunity to preach to 
them Jesus, and him crucified, addressed them, 
saying, ''Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at 
this ? or why look ye so earnestly on us, as 
though by our own power or holiness we had 
made this man to walk ?" 

''The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of 
Jacob; the God of our fathers, hath glorified 
His Son Jesus, whom ye delivered up, and de- 
nied him in the presence of Pilate, when he 
was determined to let him go. But ye denied 
the holy One, and the just, and desired a mur- 
derer to be granted unto you ; and killed the 
Prince of Hfe, whom God hath raised from the 
dead, whereof we are witnesses. And His 
name, through faith in his name, hath made 
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this man strong, whom ye see and know ; yea, 
the faith which is by him hath given him this 
perfect soundness in the presence of you all. 
And now, brethren, I wot that through igno- 
rance ye did eat, as did also your rulers. But 
those things which God before had showed by 
the mouth of all His prophets, that Christ 
should suffer, he hath so fulfilled. • Repent ye, 
therefore, and be converted, that your sins 
may be blotted out, when the times of refresh- 
ing shall come from the presence of the Lord." 

In treating upon these words we shall con- 
sider : ist. The change prescribed as necessary 
to man's pardon ; and 2nd, The arguments 
employed to induce men to comply with the 
direction given. 

"Repent, and be converted." Repentance, 
from its very nature, supposes past misconduct; 
for where there has been no misconduct, or 
where a man's conduct could not have been 
otherwise, then, repentance is not only un- 
necessary, but clearl}^ impossible. And, of 
course, repentance towards God, the thing 
here prescribed, necessarily supposes miscon- 
duct towards the Great Author of our being. 

And such misconduct must necessarily have 
arisen either from inconsideration, or from 
daring, or both together. From invincible ig- 
norance it could not ha;ve arisen. The Jews 
were not left to infer their obligations and du- 
ties to the Divine Being, merely from the dim 
light of nature. They had the best possible 
means which the age afforded for knowing 
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these things — they had Hne upon Hne, and pre- 
cept upon precept, and yet they neither Hved 
answerably to their obligations, nor performed 
the known will of God. 

Indeed, in the age in which they lived, and 
were addressed in the language before us, they 
were enormously impious, profligate and cor- 
rupt. All orders, distinctions and degrees 
among them, had, as it were, unanimously 
agreed that religion was a farce, and that its 
essence consisted in nothing but grimace and 
foppery, pomp, and ostentation. 

They were so far lost to all sense of public 
decency, as to convert their holy temple into 
a market house, and suffer its sacred courts tq 
serve the convenient purposes of the most sor- 
did and despicable traflSc. Such was the un- 
exampled ostentation and hypocrisy of their 
doctors and rabbis, that they made public pf oc- 
lamation by the sound of a trumpet, when they 
distributed charity, and would kneel down at 
the corners of the most prominent and crowd- 
ed streets, and there make long and vehement 
prayers, with no higher aim than to draw to 
themselves the eyes and ears of the supersti- 
tious multitude ; no higher motives than to 
make themselves to be admired and applaud- 
ed as patterns of heavenly-mindedness. Their 
ultimate object, in all their acts of religious de- 
votion, was that they might be seen of men, 
and secure the vain breath of popular ap- 
plause. 

The whole nation,' as such, seems to have 
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been infected with spiritual pride, the most 
odious and detestable species of pride that can 
occupy the human heart, and actuate and con- 
trol the human life. The}' sacrificed ever}'- 
thing to show and pageantry. The}^ would 
devour wddows' houses, deprive the friendless 
widow, and the destitute orphan of their just 
dues, and 3^et, amid all this, they would assume 
the most mortified appearance, disfigure their 
faces, so as to appear to men to fast ; use af- 
fectedly long devotions, while yet the}^ did not 
hesitate a moment to infringe the strongest 
moral obligations, justice, judgment, mercy, 
and truth, and yet observe with the most scru- 
pulous and punctilious exactness, all the little 
ceremonious tricks, about the tithe of mint, 
anise and cummin, and the little, traditionary 
maxims of their rabbinical ancestors. 

Everything was venal. The high-priesthood 
was an object of traffic. Nothing but h3^poc- 
risy swayed them. They were divided also, 
into several religious factions, and split into 
sects, and parties, which, agreeable to the na- 
tional acrimony, and innate complexional viru- 
lence and choler of this people, pursued each 
other with the most implacable fury, and deadl}^ 
hatred. How universally depraved and aban- 
doned the Jew^ish nation was, at this time, will 
be seen from the testimony of Josephus. 

"Both publicly and privately," says the his- 
torian, "they were universally corrupt ; they 
vied with each other, which should surpass 
the other in impiety against God, and injustice 
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towards their fellow-men. The great men har- 
assed the people, nnd the people studied to 
ruin the great men." 

"In a word," he sa3's, in another place, "there 
never was a city that suffered such calamities, 
nor a race of men, from the foundation of the 
world, that ever were more profligate and 
abandoned." 

Indeed the ingratitude and disobedience of 
the Jewish nation, a nation eminently favored 
by Jehovah, were notorious and flagrant. And 
in nothing were these more apparent, than in 
the r(?jection and crucifixion of the immaculate 
Son ot the Most High. 

Most necessary, therefore, was it that this 
people should be required to review their con- 
duct towards God ; to sorrow over their undu- 
tiful and impious behavior towards Him, and 
amend their ways. Nor is such a step less 
necessary for us, at the present da}-. Are not 
all men commanded to repent, and obey the 
injunctions of Jehovah? 

By the gospel, "God commandeth all men 
everywhere to repent — for all have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God." But if there 
was no written commandm.ent on this duty, 
might it not be fairly inferred to be our duty 
simply from our conduct towards Jehovah, as 
this may be seen in the light of nature ? Have 
not His goodness and mere}' toward us, 
brought us under great obligations to him ? 
But who amongst us has always acted con- 
formably to those obligations ? 
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We are not dependent, however, upon the 
Hght of nature, simply, but are favored with a 
most expHcit and perfect revelation of God's 
will concerning man, and we have, none ot us, 
perfectly kept the commandments of the Bible. 
And even while we have pretended to believe 
in the existence of God, and to believe the 
gospel ot Christ, and to receive Christ as our 
Savior, have we not practically treated Him as 
a deceiver, and acted the part of those wicked 
and rebellious Jews over again in our own 
persons? 

We may have cherished feelings of indigna- 
tion against the Jews, for their base and un- 
worthy treatment towards the Lord Jesus 
Christ ; but meanwhile, we have failed prac- 
tically, to evince towards Him, in fact, any 
greater regard, ourselves! Hence, if those 
heartless and ungodly Jews needed repentance, 
and reformation of life, we also need to expe- 
rience a like change ot heart and conduct. 
Nay, more, as we enjoy greater light, and 
greater advantages than did the Jews, in the 
days of Christ, so we have greater need, and 
should the more readily throw ourselves at the 
feet of Jesus, in tears and penitential sorrow, 
and acknowledge our sins and transgressions 
against Him, and plead for mercy and pardon. 

2nd. But we are directed to be converted — 
"Repent and be converted." 

Here a question arises, and one too, that has 
often been regarded by persons as being of 
great importance. It has been asked, "How 
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can I be converted ? Must I not wait, must I 
not bide God's own time ?" I cannot convert 
myself, cannot do anything till God makes me 
willing, in the day ot his power. But we an- 
swer, the da}^ ot God's power is now, and has 
been, ever since Christianity was introduced 
into the w^orld, by the only begotten Son of 
God. The great apostle Paul says, "Behold, 
now is the accepted time ; behold, now is the 
day of salvation." The reason why men are 
not converted, is, because they do not want to 
be, are not willing to be made christians. 
• The Savior says, ^^Ye will not come unto 
me that ye might have life." Here is the secret 
of the sinner's trouble, not that he cannot, but 
that he will not be converted. 

Be it known unto you, sinner, that God will 
nevef coerce, never force you to be a christian, 
contrary to your free will ; that if you ever 
become a changed and holy man, it will be 
when you want to be that, and when you ac- 
tually sacrifice everything, even your own self 
upon the altar of God's abounding mercy in 
Christ Jesus. 

The holy spirit is ever ready, and ever able, 
to "work in you both to will and to do," if you 
are but truly willing, and deeply anxious to be 
made a new creature in Christ Jesus. 

The term conversion ordinarily signifies to 
turn about, or the act of turning or changing 
from one state to another ; hence a change oi 
mind and course of conduct. In the text, the 
word means, to turn from every known evil, by 
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turning unto the Lord. x\nd we may know 
that we are thus turned unto Him, when we 
truly desire to be deHvered trom the love and 
bondage of sin, and to enjoy the tavor of God, 
as the highest and best good, when we find 
our supreme delight in the study of His word, 
and in communion and fellowship with God, 
and with His Son, Jesus Christ. 

To be thus turned unto the Lord, is neces- 
sary to prove the sincerity of our repentance, 
not only, but also to secure unto ourselves the 
witness ol the Holy Spirit, testifying to our 
minds the fact of our acceptance with God, in 
the Beloved, and our adoption into His family 
as His sons and daughters. 

For, to profess repentance for sin, and still 
to continue under its enslaving power, and 
practically, to remain identified with the un- 
converted world, we should but evince, before 
men, our insincerity, and hypocrisy. Religion 
demands a radical change in our social posi- 
tion, as well as a change of mind and heart. 
The voice of the Holy Ghost, on this subject, 
is, ^'Come out from among them," the world, 
"and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch 
not the unclean thing ; and 1 will receive you." 

Hence to be truly converted, to have the 
eyes of the understanding opened; to be 
turned from moral and spiritual darkness to 
moral and spiritual Hght, and turned trom the 
power of the devil unto God, is no hope-so 
affair, but a personal experience, a practical 
acquaintance with facts realized, as truly, and 
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as sensibly, as it is possible tor one to know, 
either mental or physical pain, or pleasure, joy, 
or sorrow. The real Christian can truthfully 
say, '^I know that I have passed trom death 
unto life." 

II. Two arguments are employed in .our 
text, to move us to comply with the direction 
given. 

The first argument used to secure our com- 
pliance with the duty we have already ex- 
plained, is, that it we repent, and be converted, 
"Our sins shall be blotted out." 

This phrase, ''Your sins may be blotted out," 
may allude, perhaps, to the practice of ancient 
monarchs, who kept what are called, books of 
remembrance. In order to render those 
records more durable, they were, sometimes, 
cut on tables of stone, with the point of sotne 
hard substance. Now, the blotting out of sin, 
may possibly reler to the effacing of such a 
record as we have indicated in any man's ta- 
vor. We r.ead in the 44th chapter of the 
prophecy of Isaiah, "I have blotted out, as a 
thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, 
thy sins, return unto me ; for I have redeemed 
thee." Or these words may refer to the blot- 
ting out of the curse that was written against 
a Jewess, when her fidelity to her husband 
was suspected, b}^ the waters of jealousy. We 
read in Numbers, 6th chapter, "And the priest 
shall write these curses in s book, and shall 
blot them out with the bitter water," etc. 

"That your sins may be blotted out." Now, 
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that we may seethe value of the benefit tendered 
in these words, let us reflect on the disadvan- 
tage resulting to us from the existence of such 
a record, kept by Jehovah, in respect to pur 
characters and actions in this world. 

It being a standing record ol our utter un- 
fitness to receive or appreciate an}' spiritual 
good, and consequently the impropriety ot 
God bestowing an}' such special favor upon us, 
that record operates as an effectual bar to our 
salvation. 

"Your transgressions," says the Prophet 
Isaiah, "have separated between you and your 
God, and your sins have hid His face from you, 
that he will not hear." . 

The record being a standing declaration ot 
our desert on account of our sins, and our re- 
bellions against our Maker, it operates to sep- 
arate us from God not only, but to widen the 
breach already existing between Him and our 
souls, and to render our reconciliation to Him 
more difficult, not only, but mofe and more 
doubtful. 

The Psalmist plainly alludes to the breach 
between God and the impenitent, when he 
says, "Salvation is far from the wicked : for 
they seek not thy statutes." After all that has 
been done by the blessed Redeemer, or re- 
vealed and promised in scripture, or vouchy 
safed by Providence as means ot grace, "sal- 
vation is far from the wicked," or impenitent, 
for they seek not the statutes of God. In view 
ol these solemn facts, may we not ask, O, sin- 
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ner, whether it be not dangerous, extremely 
dangerous, to Hve on in sin, and in rebelHon 
against God, and, by so doing, to increase the 
volume, and intensity the turpitude of that 
fearful record against you in the book of God's 
remembrance ? Your reason, your conscience, 
and the word of God, combine to warn you ot 
your danger, and to persuade you to turn, and 
flee from your perilous condition, and lay hold 
on God, in Christ Jesus, by faith in His blood, 
that 3^ou perish not. 

The blood of Jesus Christ alone, can cancel 
the handwriting of God against the impenitent. 
We are ''justified by His blood, have redemp- 
tion through His blood, the forgiveness ot sins, 
according to the riches of His grace," and the 
blood pf Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth us 
from all sin." 

O, how grateful we should be because Christ, 
our adorable Redeemer, by His sufferings and 
death, has made it possible for God tlie Father, 
to be just, and yet pardon the sins of all who 
truly repent, and come to Him by and through 
the crucified, but risen and exalted, and glori- 
fied Christ ! 

The second argument in the text, to per- 
suade us to comply with the direction given, 
is, that if we repent and be converted, "times 
of refreshing shall come from the presence of 
the Lord." The proximate sense of this ex- 
pression seems to be that those who repent 
and are converted, ma^ expect the pardon of 
their sins, and this is always spoken of in the 
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scriptures as a great privilege, a great blessing 
to all those who embrace the gospel. The 
phrase intimates, that when God forgives sin, 
He remembers it no more against the sinner. 
The Prophet Hezekiah, in his song of thanks- 
giving, Isaiah 38:17, says: ''But thou hast in 
love to my soul delivered it from the pit ol 
corruption, for thou hast cast all my sins be- 
hind thy back." 

And the same prophet represents God as 
saying, "I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy 
transgressions tor mine own sake, and will not 
remember thy sins." Thus when God forgives 
sin and iniquit}^, it is forgotten, as that which 
is blotted out ; all the bitter things written 
against the sinner, are wiped out, as it were, 
with a sponge. 

To be converted then, to be made a new 
creature, a new creation, io Christ Jesus, is the 
most refreshing, and the most ennobling and 
happifying experience which it is possible and 
even desirable for man to realize in the present 
world. 

To enjoy the divine favor, to have fellow- 
ship with God, and with His Son Jesus Christ, 
and to have the assurance that eternal salva- 
tion with God, in Heaven, shall be our portion, 
at last, is the most invigorating, enlivening and 
jo3^-inspiring blessing ol which man or angel 
can conceive. Fie who is thus converted and 
saved, can truthfully exclaim with the poet, — 
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"Oh, the rapturous hight, 

Of the holy delicrht, 

Which I feel in the life-giving blood. 

Of my Savior possessed, 

I am perfectly bless'd. 

As if filled w^ith the fulness of God." 



SEKMON^ 



Ps. 23:4. 

"Yea, though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow^ of death, I will fear no evil ; for thou art 
with me ; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me." 

Job affirms that "Man that is born of wo- 
man is of few days, and full of trouble." 
' Universal observation and experience attest 
the truth of this assertion. Every man's cup 
ot life is tinctured, more or less, with the ele- 
ments ot grief and pain, disappointment and 
unrest. How widely soever the condition and 
circumstances of men may differ, one from the 
other, this truth remains the same, in regard to 
each. No human being is so far exalted in his 
nature and circumstances in Hfe, as to be above 
the vicissitudes and common ills appertaining 
to this present life ; nor is there any one who 
is so debased by nature and external circum- 
stances as to be be3^ond the reach of life's ills 
and woes. 

Even piety itself, with all its interesting and 
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important advantages, cannot claim exemption 
from existing evils, which have come upon 
man, as the legitimate sequence of his apos- 
tasy from original innocence, rectitude and 
happiness.. 

The children of God, whether they occupy 
the palace and rejoice amid the abundance ot 
the good gifts of God, or whether they dwell 
in the humble cottage, or the rude hut, they do 
ever testily to the same fact, that the afflictions 
of the righteous are both numerous, and vari- 
ous, and are often exceeding difficult to be en- 
dured. But while it is true that religion does 
not exempt its possessors from the common 
trials and sorrows of lite, it still furnishes am- 
ple sources of support and consolation, amid 
the afflictions and adversities incident to our 
earthly pilgrimage. True godliness inspires 
the believer with holy fortitude and magnan- 
imity of soul, even amid the most dangerous 
and appalling circumstances in life. 

When King David was fleeing before Saul, 
who ''hunted him as a partridge in the moun- 
tains," he asserted his relation to his God, by a 
very beautiful reference to the occupation of 
his early life, '"The Lord is my Shepherd," and 
on this interesting and important truth he rest- 
ed his faith, his confidence, and trust. And, 
though Providence seemed to direct his way 
through the wilderness of Hareth, he yet cour- 
ageously declared, "I will fear no evil." 

Now, we have in the words of our text, 
A. A dreary journey implied. B. The cour- 
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age of the traveler specified. G. The prin- 
ciple of his confidence described. 

The dreary journey implied in th^ words be- 
fore us, ma}', for our edification, be contem- 
plated under several aspects. 

"Yea, though I w^alk through the valley oi 
the shadow of death." 

I St. In the strictly literal sense, we under- 
stand holy David to be following the leadings 
of Divine Providence, as the flocks of Asia 
follow their piping shepherds from one place 
to another. As he progresses in his journey, 
he approaches the dark valley of Hareth, a 
country generally dreaded on account ot its 
gloomy and forbidding aspect. 

Barren, as to soil, and dangerous because ot 
its tenantr}', it being a common resort of fero- 
cious animals, and it may be that the path of 
David la}' through that exposed district. 

But trusting in the power and goodness, and 
laithfulness of his God, and bountiful benefac- 
tor, his soul was not appalled by the dreary 
scenes before and around him. 

Wherever the hand ot Providence leads, or 
fixes the Christian's dwelHng place, however 
exposed and unpropitious in their appearance 
these may be, he may yet with calmness and 
fortitude, proceed in the one,, and rest quietly 
in. the other. 

''The Lord God is a sun and shield : the 
Lord will give grace and glory : no good thing 
will he withhold from riiem that walk uprightly." 

2nd. The implied idea before us may be re- 
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garded as capable of a metaphorical applica- 
tion, referring to the various afflictions, and 
painful exercises to which the righteous are 
exposed. These trying dispensations varj^ 
widely in their nature, enibracing among others, 
physical defects, domestic afflictions and be- 
reavements, secular embarrassment, satanic in- 
fluence, and a low state of the Church of God. 
These several forms of trial, considered sepa- 
rately, or combined, constitute some of the 
prolific sources ot sorrow which occur in the 
experience of Christians, and are strikingly 
represented by the figure of death, from the 
sameness of their origin, and general tendency. 

3d. We may also consider this idea as ap- 
plicable to that solemn and unknown period 
when we "shall go the way whence we shall 
not return." 

The devout Psalmist always bore in mind, 
that, like his fathers before him, he would 
sooner or later be called to "walk through the 
valley of the shadow^ of death." 

But such was his confidence in God, and in 
the Divine promise, that he was enabled to 
say, even, as it were, in the very face of death, 
"I will fear no evil, for thou art with me, thy 
rod and thy staff they comfort me." 

The Christian must die ; God hath decreed 
it ; "Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou 
return." Our mortal and immortal parts must 
separate ; the one return to the ground whence 
it was taken, the other to God, who gave it. 

That change involves the separation ot the 
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most tender relativ^e ties — a separation from 
all terrestrial good, from home, and family, and 
triends ; from, thq .means of grace, the Church, 
and its sacraments and holy services, and ex- 
ercises. Yet to the humble saint all these ap- 
palling considerations are but as ''the shadow 
of death;^' the sting is blunted, the poison is 
extracted, and shortly the full blaze of celes- 
tial glory will expunge the very remembrance 
of the dying pain, and chilling shade from the 
beautiful soul, except so far as remembrance 
will tend to augment the fervency ot adora- 
tion, as in the case of the apostle, when he 
said, "This corruptible must put on incorrup- 
tion, and this mortal must put on immortality." 
"•So when this corruptible shall have put on in- 
corruption, and this mortal shall have put on 
immortahty, then shall be brought* to pass the 
saying that is written. Death is swallowed up 
in victory. O, death, where is th}^ sting ? O,, 
grave, where is thy victory ? The sting of 
death is sin, and the str.ength of sin is the law. 
But thanks be unto God, which giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

How vastly different is it with the Christless 
infidel ! The idea of death, how unwelcome, 
how terrifying ; he cannot bear to contemplate 
the subject. As he approaches the boundary 
which separates between time and the great 
beyond, and conscious of his unfitness for the 
inheritance of the saints, but that he 3'et must 
appear before the Judge of the quick and dead, 
we need not wonder that he should choose, 
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rather to be annihilated, than to stand before 
the omniscient, the holy, and the just God, to 
render up an account ot himself to Him. 

"Conscience, the torturer of the soul, unseen, 

Does fiercely brandish a sharp scourge within. 

Severe decrees may keep our tongues in awe. 

But to our thoughts what edict can give law ? 

Even you yourself, to your own heart shall tell 

Your crimes, and your own conscience be your hell/' 

But religion, true religion, calms the troubled 
mind, and fills the soul with peace. How in- 
estimable, how beyond all price is the religion 
of Christ, to the soul, in this unpropitious world! 

''Religion ! O* thou cherub ! heavenly bright ! 
O joys unmixed, and fathomless delight I 
Thou, thou art all !'' 

II. The courage of the traveler specified. 
Man, by nature, is a subject of fear ; he has a 
natural repugnance to affliction, and every 
painful experience and exercise, and a torment- 
ing fear ot death and its consequences. Re- 
ligion alone is adapted and adequate to change 
this condition, to take away this slavish tear 
and dread, and to inspire the soul with cour- 
age and confidence, and to eflFectuallj' counter- 
act the lamentable results of man's apostasy. 

The good man, in the exuberance of his lov- 
ing trust in God, and in the promises and as- 
surances of His word, boldly, and joyfully de- 
clares, "I will fear no evil." 

I St. The cherishing of anticipated evil, has 
often been the prolific source of unpleasant, 
and even painful and tormenting experiences 
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to injudicious and doubting followers of Christ. 
Anticipated trials and sufferings, which may 
never be realized at all, are allowed to unite 
with present trials, and thus to render the 
measure of afflictions and sorrows much greater 
than Providence intends that thej^ shall be. 

There seems to be no provision made in the 
Divine economy for the reliei of anticipated, 
or borrowed trouble. 

The promises of God have respect to present 
afflictions and trials, not future ones, to real, 
and not imaginary ones. 

''As thy days, so shall thy strength be ;" and 
our heavenly father reminds us that ^''Sufficient 
is the day for the evil thereof." 

A magnanimous soul, in the lively exercise 
of holy trust in God, does not bring trouble, 
from afar, does not indulge anxious thoughts 
for the morrow. He is content in waiting 
upon the Lord. With David, he is prepared 
at all times, and in all places, to say, "What 
time I am afraid, I will trust in Thee." 

Though commotions, revolutions, and deso- 
lation may pervade his country, yet he rests 
secure under the shadow of his Savior's pro- 
tecting wings. And though he should be 
stripped of every earthly comfort, yet he trusts 
in God, and the Lord hears his cries, and pro- 
tects and sustains, and comforts him. ^ O, let 
us remember that our trials and afflictions con- 
tinue but for a moment, comparatively speak- 
ing; they will soon come to an end, and we 
shall find in the future world, that our afflic- 
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tions, while in the body, have not had the effect 
oi lessening the measure of our heavenly bHss, 
but, on the contrary, they shall be seen to have 
"worked for us a far more exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of glorj' !'' 

Jesus, our adorable Savior, lives and lives 
tor evermore, and He has said, "Lo, I am with 
3^ou alway, even unto the end of the world/' 
And again, "I will never leave nor forsake you/' 

2nd. Again, unnecessar}- fears are also en- 
gendered, by impugning the wisdom of God, 
in the dispensations of Providence. 

Men forget, even professing Christians, that 
infallibility sits at the helm of Providential gov- 
ernment, directs the tempest, governs the 
storm, and says to the raging waves, and to 
•the equally tumultuous passions of men, "Hith- 
erto shalt thou come, but no further : and here 
shall thy proud waves be stayed." "God makes 
the wrath of man to praise Him, and the re- 
mainder of wrath He restrains." 

Omnipotence executes the purposes of wis- 
dom, and both harmoniously co-operate with 
love, goodness, mercy and truth, in effecting 
the highest good of intelligent creatures, and 
thus accomplishes the ultimate design, even 
the declarative glory of God. Resting beneath 
this invulnerable panoply, pious confidence joy- 
fully asserts, "I will fear no ev41." Resting in 
the embrace of the "everlasting arms," the 
child of God has nothing to fear ; there can 
be no danger to such an one, whatever may 
happen ! AH is well ! Everlastingly well ! 
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O, then, let no christian impugn the wisdom 
ot God, in the dispensations of His providence; 
but rather believe that, "all things work to- 
gether for good to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to His purpose.'' 

Let us dismiss every fear, andpra}^ the Lord 
to so increase our faith, that we shall be ena- 
bled to '^cast all our care upon Him, tor He 
careth for us/' 

Let us "trust in the Lord forever ; for in the 
Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength." 

3d. Needless fears arise also from our sink- 
ing into a state of inaction and despondency, 
in times of severe trial. Man is prone to 
doubt, and naturally inclines toward hopeless 
inaction, when severel}' exercised b}' some 
forms of affliction. No true Christian will 
claim never to be afraid. Some one has said, 
"we are men, and therefore liable to overthrow; 
we are feeble, and therefore unable to prevent 
it; we are sinful men, and therefore deserving 
it, and for all these reasons we are afraid." 

Fear must be distinguished, however, into 
gracious and unregenerate fear. The former 
drives the soul to God, but the latter drives 
from Him. 

Whether the fears of which we are sensible, 
at any time, arise from without or within, from 
past, present or future, from temporals or spir- 
ituals, from men or devils, let us maintain faith, 
and we shall soon recover courage. 

The saints of all ages, and in all places, have 
had occasion to say. Thou, O God, hast proved 
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us, thou hast tried us, as silver is tried." And 
James assures us that when, in any way, or by 
any means, the reaHty of religion is tried, and 
the believer bears the trial, the experience is a 
blessing to him, an advantage and not a loss. 
Hear the declaration of the apostle, ^'Blessed 
is the man that endureth temptation : for when 
he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, 
which the Lord has promised to them that love 
Him." A large part of God's dealings with His 
people is designed to keep them humble, and 
always sensible of their dependence upon Him. 

The case of the Apostle Paul is an illustra- 
tion of this truth. Lest he should be spiritu- 
ally proud, lest he should become self-confident 
and vain, and suppose that he was a special 
lavorite of Heaven, ^*there was given him a 
thorn in the flesh, a messenger of satan, to 
buflfet him, lest he should be exalted above 
measure." It is both our wisdom, and our ad- 
vantage, as Christians, to endure with patience 
and resignation to the Divine will, every trial 
and every affliction that befalls- us, being as- 
sured that the grace of God will always be 
sufficient lor us ; that the blessed Savior will 
support us ; that He will not suffer us to sink 
exhausted under our trials, and that we have 
nothing to fear. 

Hence, when we are severely tried, let us 
not sink into despondency and inaction, but let 
us trust in the mercy and strength ot our om- 
nipotent Helper, and with Paul, affirm, ''I can 



Digitized by 



Google 



LIFE. OF REV. F. J. RUTH, 163 

do all things through Christ which strengthen- 
eth me/' 

4th. Indulging, immoderate sorrow, under 
afflictions and bereavement, is another source 
of needless solicitude and fear. Religion does 
not consist of stoical insensibility ; it does not 
destroy the feelings of humanit}^, but it con- 
trols and sanctifies those emotions. Hence 
genuine piety, while, it is painfull)^ alive 
to the common afflictions, sufferings, privations 
and sorrows incident to the present life, does 
not "sorrow without hope/' While the tear 
of humanity steals down the cheek, the placid 
countenance of the sufferer proclaims the 
souFs peaceful resignation to the Divine allot- 
ment, in the spirit of the suffering Savior's 
words, "not mj^ will, but Thine, be done." 

The resignation ot which we speak, was 
beautifully exemplified in the conduct of pious 
Job. After he had experienced the loss of all 
his possessions, including his entire family, so 
that he, in one moment, was written childless, 
yet he bravely maintained the possession and 
repose of his soul, saying, "Naked came I into 
the world, and naked shall I return thither : 
the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; 
blessed be the name of the Lord." 

Truly, Job "feared no evil." He was rich in 
his apparent poverty, rich in his great and good 
thoughts of God. 

His worldly goods were all gone ; his chil- 
dren, his dearest and most valuable possessions, 
were taken aw^ay from him, but his God still 
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lived ; his God, the Author of all things that 
exist, was still his. God, his everlasting por- 
tion ! Happy, indeed, are they who, amid the 
vicissitudes and afflictions oi this dying Hfe, 
can say with the Psalmist, from a realizing 
sense of the truth, *'The Lord is my light, and 
my salvation ; whom shall I fear ? The Lord 
is the strength of my life ; of whom shall I be 
afraid ? 

''Courage, my soul ! while God is near, 

What enemy hast thou to fear ? 
How canst thou want a sure defence. 

Whose refuge is Omnipotence ?" 

One of the golden virtues of the true be- 
liever, is that of unresisting acquiescence to 
the will and providence of God. 

This grace of practical, and joyful submis- 
sion to the rulings of Jehovah, forms the very 
substratum of all real peace, joy, and strength, 
in the present Hfe, and the practical guarantor 
ot the ultimate possession and enjoyment of 
immortal glory in the lite to come. 

III. The principle or ground oi this confi- 
dence described. ''Thou art with me ; Thy 
rod and Thy staff they comfort me." 

This confidence is not founded upon self- 
dependence, nor upon the boasted wisdom and 
power of man ; for the Psalmist was conversant 
with the expression of the prophet Jeremiah, 
''Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and 
maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart depart- 
eth from the Lord." 

When David says, "Thou art with me," he 
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refers to the Lord Jehovah; to Him whom he 
owned as his Shepherd. 

I St. This then, was confidence or beHef in 
the abiding presence of God. The ubiquity, 
or presence of God in every place, at one and 
the same time, is a doctrine clearly taught in 
the Bible ; and maj^ be argued trom His infin- 
ity. His power, which is everywhere. His prov- 
idence which supplies all. Omnipresence is 
an attribute peculiar to God ; it belongs to no 
creature; it is the exclusive property ol the 
eternal God. 

But b}^ the ubiquity ol His nature, God is 
present with all men, and with all men alike ; 
and the Psalmist, when he says, ^'Tliou art 
with me," does not refer to the omnipresence 
of God alone, or particularly, but to the cove- 
nanted, promised, spiritual presence of God 
with His people, the presence intended by our 
Savior, when He said to His witnessing disci- 
ples, just before He was taken up to Heaven, 
"'Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world." 

The Christian can say, in a higher, clearer, 
and more realistic sense than could David, 
'*Thou art with me ;" with me by th}^ spirit, 
th}^ providence, thy attending counsel and 
guidance ; with me, at all times^ in all places, 
and to the end of this militant life. 

Those who are Christians indeed, are de- 
clared to be ''the tpmples of the living God;" 
and God says, "I will dwell in them, and walk 
in them, and I will be their God, and they shall 
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be my people/' 

Rejoicing in the consciousness of this in- 
dwellinor of God, by His Spirit, the believer 
can joyfully sing — 

Thou art the earnest of His love 

The pledge of joys to come ; 
And thy soft wings, celestial Dove, 

Will safely bear me home.'' 

2nd. Confidence in the sufficiency of Divine 
protection. "Thy rod." The rod is sometimes 
put, by a pastoral metaphor, to signity a tribe 
or a people ; "Remember thy congregation, 
which thou hast purchased of old, the rod ot 
thine inheritance which thou hast redeemed.'' 

But a rod has been considered a very signifi- 
cant emblem of power and authority. The 
empire of the Messiah is sometimes represent- 
ed by a rod of iron, to show its power and its 
might. Hence how expressive is the Psalm- 
ist's language. How invulnerable is the de- 
fence of the righteous. The}^ have the whole 
authority and power ol the omniscient and om- 
nipotent Creator, Preserver and Governor of 
the universe, for their protection. 

With such a defence, they may ver}' prop- 
erly bid defiance to the united phalanx of earth 
and hell. Ps. 62:1-8 ; 97:1-3 ; Isa. 44:17. 

There is, then, no need that God's people 
should fear any danger, any evil, either in life 
or in the hour and article of death. 

3d. Confidence in the amplitude of Divine 
support. "Thy staff," "they comfort me." 

As the rod is taken as an emblem of author- 
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ity and power, so the start' is a signiticant rep- 
resentation of support. The same power 
which protects and secures the righteous from 
all their enemies, ma}^ be contidently relied on 
by them as a support under all their troubles, 
and painful experiences; for though their af- 
flictions should rise and rage like the waves of 
the sea, they can never overwhelm them, while 
they lean on the arm oi the Almighty. God 
will never suffer the righteous to be moved. 
''He giveth power to the faint, and to them 
that have no mioht He increaseth strenoth.'' 

Jesus, Jehovah, is the portion and consolation, 
the defender and redeemer of His people. He 
encourages his followers with t^he announce- 
ment ot His gracious purpose, saying, ''I go 
to prepare a place for you,'** but, ''I will come 
again and receive you unto myselt ; that where 
I am, there ye nu^y be also." 

May we not conclude, therefore, with holy 
David, "'Surely goodness and mercy shall fol- 
low me all the days of my life, and 1 will dwell 
in the house of the Lord torever." 

If we are His people, in deed and in truth, 
we are now in the house of His grace, and if 
we prove faithful unto death, w^e shall dwell 
with him at last, in the mansions of glory. 

''Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail, 
' And mortal life shall cease, 

We shall possess within the veil, 
A life of joy and peace/' 
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SERMON. 



THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST. 



Luke 24:34. 

"The Lord is risen indeed.'' 

Shortly after the glorious resurrection- of 
the illustrious Jesus, He appeared unto and ac- 
companied two of his disconsolate disciples, 
who were on their wa}^ to a village called Em- 
maus, and who were deeply engaged in con- 
versation, relative to the great things which 
had recently transpired in the metropolis of 
Judea. Christ, whom these disciples did not 
recognize as their Master, entered immediately 
into conversation with them, by inquiring what 
event had so closely engaged them in discourse, 
and wh}' they appeared so sorrowful and de^ 
jected ? One of them, whose name was Cle- 
opas, being greatly surprised at this question, 
asked the supposed stranger il it were possible 
that he could be ignorant of the surprising 
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events that had so recently happened in Jeru- 
salem ; events that had astonished the whole 
city, and were then the general topics ot con- 
versation among all the people. Jesus answered, 
"what things ? What surprising events do you 
mean ?" Cleopas presuming the Son of God to 
be ignorant of what had happened, proceeded 
to relate the particulars, by saying, "the events 
to which I refer are those which have hap- 
pened concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who was 
a prophet, mighty in deed and word before 
God and all the people, and how the chief 
priests and our rulers dehvered him to be 
condemned to death, and have crucified him. 
But we trusted that it had been he which 
should redeem Israel ; and besides all this, to- 
day is the third day since these things were 
done. Yea, and certain women also of our 
compan}' made us astonished, which were 
early at the sepulcher. And when they found 
not his body, they came, saying that they had 
also seen a vision of angels, which said that he 
was alive. And certain of them which were 
with us went to the sepulcher, and found it, 
even as the women had said, -but him thev saw 
not." 

After the disciple had concluded his dis- 
course, Jesus answered and said, "O fools, and 
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken ! Ought not Christ to have suf- 
fered these things, and to enter into his glory?" 
And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, 
he expounded to them in all the Scriptures 
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the things concerning himseU." 

When the two disciples, accompanied by 
our blessed Lord, arrived at the village whither 
they were going, and Jesus seemed as if he 
would have passed on, and traveled farther, 
they were desirous of his company, pressed 
him in the strongest manner, to stay with them 
that night, the day being then far spent. To 
this request he consented, and when they sat 
down to meat, behold they recognized in the 
supposed stranger their Lord and Master. 
Highly pleased with the discovery, they re- 
turned immediately to Jerusalem and an- 
nounced to their IJrethren the fact of their 
Master's resurrection, in the language of my 
text, "'The Lord is risen indeed/' 

In our further remarks upon the portion of 
Scripture before us, we shall consider, — 

1st, The glorious event announced. 

2nd, Its certainty, and 

3d, The heart-cheering consequences thereof. 

1st. The glorious event, ''The Lord is risen." 

It will be necessary in the commencement 
to consider for a moment, the person who is 
.denominated in the language of the text, ''The 
. Lord/' Tliis person was the same whose birth 
was announced by an angel, eighteen centu- 
ries since, to a tew obscure shepherds, who 
were watching their flocks at night, on the 
plains of Bethlehem ; namely, Jesus Christ. 
That Jesus, who was promised as a Savior to 
the parents of our race, and in reference to 
whom the prophets spake, in such lofty, mag- 
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niticent terms, as they in rapid succession 
mounted the prophetic car. That Jesus, who, 
by his ahiiighty fiat, made the lame to leap tor 
joy, the dumb to sing His praises, the deai to 
hear His soothing voice, and the blind to see 
his glory. That Jesus, whose agony in the 
garden, wrung blood instead of sweat from 
the pores of His body, when the whole artil- 
lery of the infernal regions was marshaled 
against Him. That Jesus, whom consummate 
maHce, scourged.^crowned w4th thorns, and to 
cap the climax, nfiiled to the accursed tree. 
That Jesus, who, while suffering all the ago- 
nies of crucifixion, prayed tor the infuriated 
rabble, his murderers, who cried out with one 
voice, saying, "Crucify him, crucify him." That 
Jesus, who is the heir of all things, but who, 
lor our sakes, became poor, that we through 
his poverty, might be rich.'" 

This, brethren, was the person, the glorious 
man, the exalted God, who is called in the lan- 
guage of our text, ''The Lord." 

That the immaculate Jesus died on the cross, 
is an indisputable fact. The reaHty of His 
death is circumstantially and fully stated, 
though if no circumstantial evidence had been 
adduced, it is not to be supposed that they who 
had sought His death with so much eagerness 
would be inattentive to the full execution of 
the sentence for which they had clamored. 
The execution was pubHc ; He w^as crucified 
with common malefactors, and in the usual 
place of execution. The soldiers broke not 
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his legs, the usual practice, wheh they would 
hasten the death of malefactors who were ex- 
ecuted in this manner, and thus the scripture 
was tultilled. ''A bone of Ilim shall not be 
broken." 

His enemies knew that He had predicted 
His resurrection, and would, therefore, be care- 
ful that he should not be removed from the 
cross before death had actuall)^ taken place. 
Pilate refused to deliver the body for burial, 
until he had expressly inquired of the officers 
on duty, whether He was already dead. 

Nor was He taken away to an unknown, or 
distant tomb for interment. Joseph of Arima- 
thea made no secret of the place where he 
had buried Him. It was in his. own iamily 
tomb, and the Pharisees knew where to direct 
the watch which was to guard the body against 
the approach of his disciples. The reality of 
His death is therefore established. 

Christ died on the cross and was buried. 
Yes, he who clothes himself with light as with 
a garment, and walks upon the wings of the 
wind, was pleased to wear the habiliments of 
mortality, and dwell among the prostrate dead. 

Who can repeat the wondrous truths too 
often ? Who can dwell upon the enchanting 
theme too long ? 

He who sits in glory, and diffuses bliss 
among all the heavenly hosts, was once a pale 
and bloody corpse, and pressed the floor of a 
sepulcher. ''O death," says a beautiful writer, 
''how great was thy triumph in that hour ? 
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Never did thy gloomy realms contain such a 
prisoner before. Prisoner, did I say? No, He 
was more than conqueror ! He rose far more 
mighty than Sampson from a transient slum- 
ber; broke down the gates, and demolished the 
strongholds of those dark dominions! 

And this, O mortals, is your consolation and 
security ! The sacred historian informs us, that 
early in the morning on the first day ot the 
week, even before yonder luminary had cast 
his refulgent beams upon the landscape, Mary 
Magdalena, and Mary, the mother ot James, 
went to the place where the bod}^ of their de- 
parted friend had been entombed, for the pur- 
pose of embalming it, ignorant of the guard 
that had been placed before the sepulcher. 
Their whole care and consultation on the way 
was, how they might remove the stone that 
was rolled against the mouth of the tomb. But 
before their arrival at the place, the shock of a 
tremendous earthquake was lelt, and an angel 
cl9thed in celestial light, descended from heav- 
en, and rolled from the mouth of the sepulcher, 
the stone that was placed against it. And lo ! 
the crucified Jesus arose, and left the tomb, 
with the same body which had been nailed 
to the accursed tree, the marks ot his crucifix- 
ion being still strikingly apparent. And did he 
rise ? Hear, O ye nations ! hear it, O ye 
dead ! the theme, the joy ! O, the burst gates, 
the crushed sting, the demolished throne ! 
the last gasp of vanquished death ! Shout 
heaven and earth ; this sum of good to man, 
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whose nature then took wing, and mounted 
with him from the tomb. 

When the women had arrived at the place, 
they had free entrance into the sepulcher, but 
were not a little surprised at looking into it to 
find an angel, gloriously appareled, sitting in 
the place where the body of Jesus had lain. 
Frightened at so unexpected a sight, they were 
on the point of turning back, when the angel, 
to banish their fears, told them that he knew 
their errand : "Fear not, for I know that ye 
seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not 
here, for He is risen as He said. Come, see 
the place where the Lord lay. And go quickly, 
and tell His disciples that He is risen from the 
dead." . And they departed with fear and joy, 
and did run to bring his disciples word. 

But is it a fact that Christ arose from the 
dead ? We answer, without hesitation, in the 
affirmative.; "The Lord is risen indeed." 

As regards the certainty of the resurrection 
of Christ, we need say but little. That the 
resurrection of Jesus was possible, will appear 
very evident, when we consider that there is 
nothing impossible with God, the creator, pre- 
server, and ruler of the myriads of beings in 
this world, and the innumerable worlds which 
float in the immensity of space, and who, ac- 
cording to the scriptures, ushered into existence 
all things,, from the tallest arch-angel who 
burns in the temple above, to the most dimin- 
utive insect that floats upon the air. But not- 
withstanding these thoughts, some of Adam's 
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degenerate posterity may have doubt of the 
iact of the resurrection of Christ. In order to 
remove those doubts, it will be necessary to 
examine the testimony vv^e have relative to the 
fact. By both parties, by the Pharisees on the 
one part, and by the Disciples on the other 
part;, it was agreed that the body of our Lord 
was missing, and that in a state of death it 
was never more seen. The sepulcher was 
made sure, the stone at the mouth being sealed, 
and a watch of sixty Roman soldiers appointed 
to guard it, and yet the body was not to be 
found. Let us see, then, how each party ac- 
counts for this fact. The disciples affirm that 
two of their company going early in the 
morning to the sepulcher to embalm the body, 
saw an angel descend and roll away the stone, 
sit upon it, and invite them to see the place 
where their Lord had lain, informing them 
that he was risen, and commanding them to 
tell the disciples of the fact; that others went 
to the sepulcher and found not the body, though 
the grave clothes remained; that at different 
times he appeared to them, both separately, 
and when assembled ; that they conversed 
with Him, that He partook of their food ; that 
they touched His body, that He continued to 
make His appearance among them for nearly 
six weeks, and then, after giving them much 
instruction and counsel, he finally led them out 
as far as Bethany, and in the presence of them 
all, ascended into the clouds of heaven. This 
is the statement of the distiples. 
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The manner in which the Jewish Sanhedrim 
accounts for the absence of our Lord's body 
from the sepulcher, is that the Roman soldiers 
having slept on their post, the disciples came 
and stole away the corpse. We know of no 
other account. Neither in their earliest books 
nor traditions, is there an}^ other attempt to 
explain the alleged resurrection of Jesus. 

We are warranted, therefore, in concluding 
that the Pharisees had nothing but this to op- 
pose the positive testimony of the disciples; 
who also added and published to the world, 
that the Roman soldiers related to the Phar- 
isees ''all things" that were done, the earth- 
quake, the appearance of the angel, and the 
absence ot the bod)^ of Jesus, but that they, 
(the soldiers) were bribed to say, "His disci- 
ples came by night and stole Him away, while 
we slept." 

It was in a state of considerable agitation, 
that this absurd and sell-exposing rumor was 
hastily gotten up, and as hastily published. 

We may add also, that it was hastily aban- 
doned ; for it is remarkable, that it is never 
adverted to by the Pharisees in any of their 
legal processes instituted at Jerusalem against 
the first preachers ot Christ, as the risen Mes- 
siah, within a tew days after the event itself. 
On all these occasions they affirm the fact of 
the resurrection, before the very men who had 
originated the tale ot the stealing away ot the 
body ; and in none ot these instances did the 
chief priests oppose this story to the explicit 
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testimony of His disciples having seen, felt 
and conversed with Jesus after His passion. 

The absurdity involved in the only testimony 
ever brought against the resurrection of our 
Lord, rendered it indeed impossible to maintain 
the story. That a Roman guard should be off 
their watch, or asleep ; a fault which the mili- 
tary law ot that people punished with death, 
was most incredible ; that if they were asleep, 
the timid disciples of Christ should dare to 
make the attempt, when the noise ot removing 
the stone, and the bearing awa}' of the body 
might awaken them, is verj' improbable, and 
above all, as it has been often put, either the 
soldiers were awake or asleep ; if awake, why 
did the}' sufter a few unarmed peasants and 
women to take awa}' the body ? and if asleep, 
how come they to know that the disciples stole 
Him away', or that He was stolen at all? 

Against the tact of the resurrection of 
Christ, we may then with confidence say, there 
is no testimony whatever ; it stands like every 
other fact in the Evangelical history, entirely 
uncontradicted, from the earliest ages to the 
present. 

The manner in which this testimony is given 
in its favor, so far from the evangelists having 
written in concert, they give an account of the 
transaction so varied as to make it clear that 
they wrote independentl}' of each other, and 
)'ct so agreeing in the leading facts, and so 
easily capable of reconcilement in those minute 
circumstances in which some discrepancj' at 
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first sight appears, that their evidence in every 
part comes with the air of honesty and truth. 

Their ow^n accounts sufficiently prove, that 
they were not incredulous as to the fact when 
announced, and so not disposed to be imposed 
upon by an imagination. 

This indeed was impossible. The appear- 
ances of Christ were too numerous, and were 
continued for too long a time, forty days. They 
could not mistake, and it is impossible that they 
should deceive ; impossible that upwards ot 
five hundred persons, to whom Christ appeared, 
should have been persuaded by the artful tew^ 
that they had seen and conversed with Christ, 
or to agree, not only without reward, but in 
renunciation of all interest, and in hazard oi 
all dangers, and of death itself, to continue to 
assert a falsehood. 

Nor did a long period elapse before the fact 
of the resurrection was proclaimed, nor was a 
distant place chosen in which to mnke the first 
report of it. These would have been suspicious 
circumstances, but on the contrary, the disci- 
ples testify the fact from the day of the resur- 
rection itself. One of them in a public speech 
on the day of the pentecost, addressed to a 
mixed multitude, affirms it, and the same testi- 
mony is given by all the apostles, before the 
great council twice, and this too, was done at 
Jerusalem, the scene ot the whole transaction, 
and in the presence of those most interested 
in detecting the falsehood. Their evidence 
was given, not only before private, but public 
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persons, before magistrates and tribunals, be- 
fore philosophers, and rabbis, before courtiefs, 
and before lawyers. 

To this testimony of the apostles was added 
the seal of miracles, wrought as pubHcly and 
being as unequivocal in their nature, as open 
to public investigation, and as numerous as 
those of their Lord Himself. 

Again, the miracle of the gift of tongues 
was in proot of the resurrection and ascension 
of Jesus Christ, and the miracles of healing 
were wrought by the apostles in their charter's 
name, and therefore were the proofs, both of 
His resurrection and their commission. 

Thus, brethren, we have offered for your 
consideration some of the evidence we have 
in support of the certainty of Christ's resurrec- 
tion ; "We speak to wise men, judge what we 
sa3\" If Christ arose from the dead, then 
your faith is not abortive, then He is the true 
Messiah, then His doctrine is divine, then His 
sacrifice was accepted, and then His promises 
and threatenings will be fulfilled. 

It remains for us to notice the heart-cheering 
consequences of Christ's resurrection. 

If our '^Lord is risen indeed," then the cru- 
cified, but now risen and infinitely exalted Je- 
sus, was the true Messiah, and the Son of God. 

Christ, after He had appeared on this stage 
of action, and more particularly after He had 
entered upon His ministerial career, evidenced 
in the strongest possible manner, his Messiah- 
ship. What but supernatural power could 
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cause, instantaneously, the lame to walk, the 
deaf to hear^ the dumb to speak, the blind to 
see, remove the most loathsome diseases, dis- 
eases that bid defiance to all human skill, and 
above all, awaken the sleeping dead ? 

And then miracles were not wrought in pri- 
vate ; they were not done in a corner, but in 
the presence of hundreds and thousands, not 
of common people only, but of many who 
ranked in the highest class ot society. Be- 
sides, when He was baptized by his harbinger 
or forerunner, the Holy Spirit descended upon 
Him, in the lorm ot a dove, and a voice from 
heaven was heard, saying, ^'This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased." 

But the strongest, the most overwhelming 
evidence we have of His divinity, is the fact 
of His resurrection. He had frequently told 
His disciples that He would rise from the dead 
on the third day. But if He had not risen 
from the dead, as he declared he would, then 
we should have had reason to doubt that he 
was trul}^ God. He did, however, forsake the 
tomb, and rise triumphantly over death and 
the grave ; hence, he must have been the Mes- 
siah, and the Son of God. And if the Mes- 
siah, then Christianity, as taught in the New 
Testament, is divine also, and it isourbounden 
dut}^ to believe, to experience and to practice it. 

Again, if ''the Lord is risen indeed," then 
his sacrificial death w^as completely efficacious. 
The Scriptures declare that he died for the sin 
of the world ; that he sufl:ered the just for the 
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unjust, that he might bring us to God. And if 
He suffered the just for the unjust, then He 
made provision for the salvation of all, who re- 

j pent and believe ; for all may, with the strict- 

' est propriety, be called unjust. '^For all have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of God." 
But it He had not risen from the dead, we 
should have cause to doubt the efficacy ot His 
sacrifice. "If Christ," says Saint Paul, "be 

j not raised, your taith is vain ; ye are yet in 

your sins ; and they also which are fallen asleep 

* in Christ, are perished." He has, however, 

} left the regions ot death. Hence His sacrifice 
was completely efficacious. The resurrection 
of Jesus Christ has fixed the seal of His divin- 
ity upon His sacrifice, and God can now be 
just, and yet pardon our sins and save us from 
ruin. O, is not this most heart-cheering intel- 
ligence for our unfortunate race ? Despair not, 
penitent sinner ; continue to serve your Lord 
and Master, for He is the resurrection and the 
life, and the soul that believeth in Him shall 
never perish, but obtain a crown ot endless 
felicity. Again, it "the Lord is risen indeed," 
then He will fulfil all the promises, with which 
His word is replete. His promises are numer- 
ous, and most glorious in their character. 

He promised that he would give the Holy 
Spirit to his disciples, the spirit of truth, w.ho 
should guide them into all truth, and aid them 
in every good word and work. And this 
promise received its fulfilment. 

Moreover, he promised the. church militant 
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that the gates ot hell should not prevail against 
it ; and is it not a glorious fact, that all the 
combined efforts of earth and hell, have been 
ineffectual, and that the Church still exists on 
earth, a memorial of the omnipotent grace and 
goodness of God. 

He also promised to the mourner in Zion, 
rest from the lashings of a guilty conscience, 
peace of mind, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 
And if 3^ou are Christians, in reality, you can 
testify to the truth of the fulfilment of his 
promise in reference to yourselves. 

Lastly, he has promised to all true believers, 
that they shall find grace to help them in ev- 
ery time of need, througji all their earthly pil- 
grimage ; promised to them a triumphant de- 
parture out of this world, and immortal glory 
beyond the grave. 

And if he has power in heaven and on earth, 
if he is the true God, and eternal life, he of 
course will fulfil his promises ; for he lives as 
Lord and Prince over death, and hades, and 
the devil. And here we would remark, if 
Christ is capable of fulfilling his promises, he 
has power Hkewise to fulfil his threatenings- 

He threatened Jerusalem with destruction 
on account of the wickedness of her inhabi- 
tants. And we would ask the intelligent 
hearer if that threatening did not meet with a 
most signal fulfilment. O, let every sinner, 
therefore, repent and obey the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ ; for he hath declared that 
he will take vengeance upon all who obey not 
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'"'^f the Gospel. 

^^^ Once more, if ''the Lord is risen ijadeed/' 

■^" ' then we shall also rise from the dead. The 
^^n ^ apostle Paul grounded his hope of the resur- 
"^1 rection of the body, upon the great and unde- 

niable fact of the Saviour's resurrection. Hear 
"1' him : ''But now is Christ risen trom the dead, 

^' and become the first fruits of them that slept. 

^' For since by man came death, b}^ man came 

also the resurrection of the dead. For as in 
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive. But every man in his own order: 
Christ the first fruits ; afterwards they that are 
Christ's at his coming." 

O, does not this assurance aflbrd to the 
. Christian pilgrim the highest degree of com- 
fort, while tabernacling in this vale of tears 
and death. What can give the dying saint 
more or greater consolation, when he is com- 
pelled to bid his weeping friends and kindred, 
around his dying couch, the last, long adieu, 
than the blessed assurance that there will be a 
resurrection of the dead ! What but this as- 
surance will or can support and comfort us in 
the hour and article of death, even the hope 
ot a glorious resurrection ! 

And if we shall have part in the first resur- 
rection, an entrance shall be administered unto 
us abundantly, into the everlasting kingdom of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
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